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PREFACE. 


HE  beft  mode  of  obtaining  and  extending 


medical  and  furgical  knowledge  is,  in  my 
opinion,  to  pay  that  ftri6l  attention  to 
difeafes,  which  qualifies  us  to  note  even  the 
{lighter  fliades  of  difference  that  diftinguifti 
them  from  each  other.  Such  difcrimination 
leads  us  to  form  fome  regular  arrangement 
of  them,  which,  even  if  it  be  not  corre6f,  may 
ultimately  enable  us  to  difcover  their  natural 
feries  and  order.  This  method  I have  pur- 
fued  from  the  beginning  of  my  profeffional 
ftudies.  Whenever  the  opinions  on  fubjeifs 
of  importance,  which  an  attention  to  cafes 
had  imprelfed  upon  my  mind,  differed  from 
thofe  which  feemed  to  prevail  amongft  other 
pra6litioners,  I publilhed  the  fa6fs,  and  the 
' inferences  which  I drew  from  them,  becaufe 
I thought  that  'he  former  at  leaft  deferved 
attention,  and  that  the  latter  would  either 
be  confirmed  or  confuted  by  the  refult  of 
general  experience. 
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It  is  more,  however,  on  account  of  the 
cafes,  than  of  the  conclufions  which  they  fug- 
gefted,  that  I am  defirous  of  republilliing  my 
furgical  writings.  Various  advantages  refult 
even  from  the  publication  of  opinions  ; for 
though  we  are  very  liable  to  error  in  form- 
ing them,  yet  their  promulgation,  by  exciting 
inveftigation,  and  pointing  out  the  deficien- 
cies of  our  information,  cannot  be  othei*wife 
than  ufeful  in  the  promotion  of  fcience. 

The  publication  of  the  opinions  which 
naturally  arife  in  the  mind  of  the  furgeon, 
from  the  cafes  fubmitted  to  his  obfervation, 
polTcfles  the  further  utility  of  rendering  a 
prolix  detail  of  circumftances  unneceflary.  It 
would  be  ,almoft  impofiible  to  relate  every 
minute  occurrence,  that  tended  to  imprefs 
certain  conclufions  on  the  mind  of  the  ob- 
ferver  j or  to  relate  every  trifling  particular 
of  treatment,  by  which  the  furgeon  endea- 
voured to  accomplifh  his  obje6f.  Such  a dull 
and  tedious  narrative,  which  would  v/eary 
and  difgufl:  the  reader,  may  indeed  be  well 
fparedi  becaufe  thepra6Htionermay,and  mufl", 
repeatedly  perufe  the  cafe  at  large  in  the 
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book  of  nature.  The  writer  merely  points 
out  thofe  figns  by  which  any  difeafe  may  be 
difcriminated  from  others,  and  identified  as 
one  of  the  particular  clafs  to  whkh  he  is 
defirous  of  exciting  the  public  attention. 

With  regard  to  the  cafes,  which  I confider 
as  the  valuable  part  of  the  book,  I may  ob- 
lerve,  that  it  is  not  to  be  expedled  that  the  re- 
cords of  them  Vvdll  make  fo  ftrong  an  impref- 
fion  on  the  minds  of  the  readers,  as  the  ob- 
fervance  of  them  has  done  on  that  of  the 
writer ; but  when  the  fame  occurrences  are 
met  with  in  pradlice,  then  will  the  impref- 
fion  become  more  vivid,  and  knowledge  arife, 
as  it  ufually  does,  from  perfonal  experience. 
If  the  fadls  contained  in  thefe  volumes  oc- 
curred fo  rarely,  that  others  could  not  be 
expedled  to  meet  with  them,  their  relation 
would  be  of  little  value.  They  may,  how- 
ever, not  improperly  be  compared  to  certain 
fpccies  of  plants,  by  no  means  uncommon, 
which  are  lial)le  to  be  confounded  with  others 
by  an  inattentive  obferver  ^ but  when  their 
diferiminating  charadlers  are  once  pointed 
out,  they  may  be  fo  readily  dilHn^uifiied,  col- 
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Ie6lecl  and  examined,  as  to  render  a moic  ml* 
mute  ddcriptlon  of  them  unnecelliuy.  If 
dileafcs  could,  like  other  objects  which  vve 
mean  to  delineate,  he  placed  in  varujus  points 
of  view,  and  Illuminated  at  pleafuie,  fo  as  to 
fliew  dilHndly  their  diflerent  parts,  one  ac- 
curate reprefentation  would  fudice  j but  we 
ice  them  obfcurely,  and  as  knowledge  in- 
creafes,  it  ferves,  like  light  fhining  from  dif- 
ferent places,  to  illumiitatc  the  various  parts 
of  the  objeds  of  our  examination. 

For,  as  I have  expreffed  it  in  the  fir/1  edi- 
tion of  thefe  writings,  “ in  j)roportion  as  we 
advance  in  knowledge,  we  are  led  to  remark 
many  circumitances  in  the  progrefs  of  a 
diforder  which  had  lx;fore  ])airal  without 
notice  j but  which,  if  known  and  duly  at- 
tended to,  would  clearly  ])oint  out  the  na- 
ture of  the  complaint.  Hence  the  records 
of  former  cafes  are  of  much  lefs  value ; as  the 
fymptoms  about  which  we  are  now  anxious 
to  enquire,  have  in  them  been  entirely  over- 
looked.” It,  therefore,  becomes  necelfary 
that  each  writer  Ihould  ffate  thofe  circum- 
ffances  to  which  he  lias  been  particularly  au 
, tentivcj 
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tentivej  nor  need  he  further  delineate  the  cafe 
than  by  a general  outline,  lb  as  to  render  it 
intelligible. 

4 

The  relation  of  cafes  may  he  compared  to 
the  reprefentations  which"  an  artilf  gives  of 
natural  objedts,  and  which  are  valuable  only 
in  as  much  as  they  are  correft  or  vivid  deline- 
ations of  reality.  Such  portraits,  Iketched  by 
a perfon  of  dull  perception,  or  by  one  whofe 
optics  are  perverted  by  prejudice  and  theory, 
are  either  valuelefs  or  deceptive ; and  hence, 
perhaps,  has  arifen  that  objeftion  to  books 
of  cafes  which  I find  to  be  very  prevalent.  In 
the  imperfect  Iketches  which  I have  laid  before 
the  public,  my  chief  objedt  has  been  to  touch, 
up  and  bring  into  view  fome  parts  of  the 
fubjedts  which  have  not  been  fo  clearly  feeii 
or  ftrongly  delineated  by  former  draftfmen. 

When  books  of  this  kind  are  publiflied, 
mutual  forbearance  is  requifite  on  the  part 
both  of  the  writer  and  the  reader.  The  former 
fhould  not  expedt  his  work  to  be  approved 
of,  till  the  latter  has  examined  v/hether  his 
reprefentation  of  difeafes  be  corredt,  and  his 
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conclusions  legitimately  drawn  from  the 
facts  which  he  has  obferved  and  collected. 
Neither  lliould  the  reader  condemn  the  work 
till  he  has  examined  the  fubjedl,  and  is  in 
confequence  able  to  point  out  the  errors  of 
the  premifes  or  conclufions.  The  author’s 
view  of  a fubjecl  may  indeed  be  corredlly 
formed  from  the  fa£ls  which  he  himfelf  has 
witneffed ; but  it  may  differ  from  that  which 
more  extenfive  experience  would  have  fug- 
ged: ed.  For  this  difference  no  blame  can 
properly  be  attached  to  him  j he  relates  what 
has  fallen  under  his  own  obfervation,  and  in- 
vites others  to  attend  to  the  fame  fadfs. 

t 

I have  been  induced  thus  to  offer  my  fen- 
timents  refpedling  the  defign,  mode,  and 
probable  advantages  of  recording  cafes,  not 
with  a view  of  vindicating  the  plan  which  I 
have  purfued,  for  that  indeed  cannot  be 
neceffary,  fmce  it  is  the  fame  that  has  been 
followed  by  the  bed  authors  on  furgery. 
My  objedf,  by  thefe  remarks,  has  been  to 
induce  others  to  rededl  how  they  may  mod 
ededlually  promote  medical  knowledge. 
No  one  can  have  thoroughly  dudied  his  pro- 

7 feffion 


PREFACE. 


IX 


feflion  without  perceiving  how  fufceptible  it 
is  of  improvement,  without  ciifcerning  how 
inadequate  the  efforts  of  an  individual  muft 
be  towards  the  accomplifhment  of  this  pur- 
pole,  and  confequently  without  feeling  an 
earned:  wifh  to  engage  general  co-operation 
in  this  defirable  objedf . , 

In  republifhing  my  former  writings,  I 
have  left  out  all  that  part  which  relates  to 
phyfology.  The  furgical  faffs  contained 
in  them,  will  now  be  found  incorporated  with 
my  later  publications,  under  the  fame  general 
head  of  Surgical  Obfervations.  I have  alfo 
made  thofe  alterations  and  enlargements 
which  a greater  fliare  of  experience  has 
dictated . The  fubjeffs  have  likewife  been 

tranfpofed.  I have  put  ^t  the  beginning 
of  the  book  thofe  cafes  which  fliew  how 
much  local  difeafes  depend  upon  the  general 
ifate  of  the  patient’s  health,  becaufe  I fhall 
have  frequent  occafion  to  refer  to  this  fubjeft 
in  the  fucceeding  parts  of  the  work. 

I feel  much  gratified  in  finding,  that, 
though  a larger  portion  of  experience  has 
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enabled  me  to  add  fome  new  and  ftriking 
fa6ls  to  this  edition,  it  has  not  fhewri  me 
any  thing  that  I ought  to  retra6l  or  ma- 
terially alter.  This,  indeed,  muft  be  the 
cafe  in  a book  containing  only  fa£l:s,  and 
opinions  not  incautioufly  deduced  from 
them.  Several  of  the  papers  contained  in 
this  volume  met  with  veiy  general  and  ftrong 
objedlion,  which  I confidered  as  the  greateft 
compliment  which  could  be  paid  to  them. 
For  if  the  views  which  I had  taken  of  various 
pra6lical  fubje6ls  were  different  from  thofe 
of  others,  and  were  ultimately  found  to  be 
corre6l,  the  greater  was  the  neceflity  for  their 
publication. 
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N evil  feems  to  me  to  have  arifeii  from 


the  artificial  divifion  of  the  healing  art 
into  the-  medical  and  furgical  departments. 
This  divifion  has.caufed  the  attention  of  tlite 
phyfician  and  the  furgeon  to  be  too  exclu- 
fively  diredled  to  thofe  difeafes,  which  cuf- 
tom  has  arbitrarily  allotted,  to  their  care. 
The  efredfs  of  local  diforders  upon  the  con- 
ftitution  have,  in  confequence,  been  too 
little  attended  to  j and  indeed  I know  of 
no  book,  to  which  I can  refer  a furgical 
ftudent  for  a fatisfadlory  account  of  thofe 
febrile  and  nervous  affedlions  which  local 
difeafe  produces,  except  that  of  Mr.  Hunter*, 
. The  reciprocal  operation  of  conftitutional 
diforders  upon  local  difeafes  has  obtained 

* Treatife  on  the  Blood,  Inflammation,  &c. 


LOCAL  DISEASES, 


VOL.  I. 


s 


mu 


2 ON  THE  CONSTITUTIONAL  ORIGIN, 

ftill  lefs  attention.  To  inveftigate  more 
particularly  fome  parts  of  thefe  fubje6ls, 
and  to  fubmit  them  to  public  notice,  arc 
the  propofed  objecls  of  the  prefent  paper, 

\ « 

No  part  of  the  animal  body  can  in  general 
be  very  confiderably  difordered,  without  occa- 
fioning  a correfpondent  derangement  in 
other  parts  of  the  fyftem.  Such  diforder 
has  been  confidered  by  Mr.  Hunter  as  the 
refult  of  univerfal  fympathy.  This  confent 
of  the  whole  conftitution  with  its  parts 
manifefts  itfelf,  in  particular  inftances,  by  a 
greater  difturbance  of  the  fun6lions  of  fome 
organs  than  of  thofe  of  others ; and  from 
this  circumftance  difeafes  have  derived  the 
appellations,  by  which  they  are  commonly 
diftinguifhed.  If  the  a6lions  of  the  fangui- 
ferous  fyftem  be  principally  difturbed,  and 
the  temperature  of  the  body  fubje6l  to  un- 
ufual  variations,  the  difeafe  is  termed  fever  : 
if  the  nervous  fyftem  be  chiefly  aftedted,  a 
{fate  of  vigilance  or  of  delirium  may  be  pro- 
duced : convulflons  and  tetanus  take  place, 

- when  the  functions  of  the  mufcular  fyftem 
more  particularly  deranged.  Though 

the 
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the  diforder  of  particular  organs  thus  give 
a chara6ler  and  denomination  to  the  difeafe, 
it  is  fufiiciently  evident,  in  the  inftances 
adduced,  that  the  whole  conftitution  is 
diifurbed;  while  certain  parts  are  chiefly 
affefted,  perhaps  from  unknown  circum- 
ftances  relative  to  the  nervous  fyftem,  or 
from  a predifpofition  to  diforder  exilfing 
in  the  affected  parts.  It  feems  to  be  afcer- 
tained,  that  perfons  of  particular  conffitu- 
tions  are  predifpofed  to  thofe  febrile  actions 
of  the  fanguiferous  fyftem,  which  conftitute 
the  inflammatory  fever ; that  there  is  a pro- 
penfity  to  convulfions  in  children ; and  to 
tetanus  in  the  inhabitants  of  warm  cli- 
mates. 

It  may  be  a fit  fubjedl  for  enquiry,  whe- 
ther it  be  poflible  for  particular  organs  to 
become  affedfed  otherwife,  than  through  the 
medium  of  the  nervous  fyftem  in  general. 
Though  fome  inftances  of  fympathy  are 
ftrange,  and  perhaps  inexplicable,  there  are , 
ftrong  reafons  for  believirg  that  the  inflam- 
matory fever,  the  ftate  of  vigilance  and  de- 
lirium, convulfions  and  tetanus,  which  arife 

in 


B 2 


4 ON  THE  CONSTITUTIONAL  ORIGIN, 

ill  confcquence  of  injuries  of  the  limbs, 
are  produced  by  irritation  imparted  to  tlie 
brain,  which,  by  a kind  of  refledled  ope- 
' ration,  occafions  a greater  diforder^  of 
fome  of  the  organs  of  the  body  than  of 
others,  and  thus  gives  a charadler  and  deno- 
mination to  the  difeafe 

* Mr.  Hunter,  who,  with  that  patience  and  induftry 
for  which  he  was  fo  remarkable,  colledted  and  examined 
all  the  fa£l:s  which  he  had  obferved  relative  to  the  fub- 
je£t  offympathyj  has  divided  It  into  continuous,  contigu- 
ous and  remote.  It  is  the  remote  fympathies,  according 
to  his  di’/ifion,  of  which  I am  now  fpeaking. 

The  obfervatlons  of  Dr.  Dai-win  on  ocular  fpcdlra,  and 
indeed  the  confideratlon  of  the  nervous  fundlions  In  ge- 
neral render  it  highly  probable  that  fenfation  is  not  pro- 
duced merely  by  impulfes  made  on  the  nerves,  biit  by 
means  of  actions  excited  by  fuch  impulfes,  which  adtions 
are  continued  to  the  fenforium.  Nervous  adlions,  then, 
may  take  place  without  the  ufually  exciting  caufes  •,  fuch 
adHons  may  be  continued  through  the  medium  of  the 
reticular  communications  of  nerves,  and  thus  phyfio*- 
logically  we  may  explain  the  continuous  and  contiguous 
fympatlnes.  Adlions  alfo  produ^ivc  of  fympathetic  fen- 
fations  may  be  fuppofed  to  take  place  through  the  media, 
of  ganglia  or  plexufes.  In  remote  fympathies,  however, 
we  mull  fuppofe  the  adlions  which  originate  in  an  injured 
or  difeafed  part  of  tlie  body  to  be  continued  to  the 
fenforium,  and  there  to  excite  the  a(SUons  of  other 
nerves,, &c. 
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That  the  ftomach  and  bowels  are  difor- 
dered  by  injuries  and  difeafes  of  parts  of  the 
body,  has  been  remarked  by  various  per- 
fons  j but  the  fubjecl  has  never  been  exten- 
fively  furveyed,  nor  viewed  with  that  ac- 
curacy 'of  obfervation,  which  its  high  im- 
portance merits.  It  has  been  obferved  that 
fprains  of  tendinous  or  ligamentous  parts 
produce  fudden  ficknefs  j and  Mr.  blunter 
has  atti'ibuted  that  fnivering  which  is  con- 
fequent  to  accidents,  and  attendant  on  fome 

• difeafes,  to  the  ftate  of  the  Ifomach.  It  is 
known  that,  in  fome  local  injuries  from 
accident  or  operations,  the  Ilomach  has  ap- 
peared to  be  the  part  principally  affedfed. 
But  remarks  on  the  affections  thus  induced 
in  the  digeftive  organs  have  been  made  only 
in  a curfory  manner^  and  it  is  my  intention 
to  examine  the  fubjeCf  more  particularly.  It 
alfo  appears  to  me  that  the  connexion  of 
local  difeafes  with  the  ftatc  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  in  general  is  either  not  fufhcicntiy  un- 
derflood, or  not  duly  regarded  by  the  gene- 
rality of  practitioners ; and  I alfo  mean  to 
claim  theii*  particular  attention  to  this  fub- 
je6l.  I fhall  in  the  firll  place  feleCt  a cafe 

• n 3 to 


6 ON  THE  CONSTITUTIONAL  ORIGIN, 

to  fhew  how  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  or, 
to  fpeak  yet  more  extenfively,  the  digeftive 
organs  may  be  affeaed  from  local  diforder. 


Sudden  and  violent  local  Irritation  will  fometimes  pro- 
duce an  equally  Jitdden  and  vehement  Diforder  of 
the  digefive  Organs. 

CASE  I. 

A HEALTHY  gentleman,  about  twenty- 
five  years  of  age,  was  induced  to  fubmit 
to  an  operation  for  the  return  of  an  adhe- 
rent omental  hernia,  rather  in  order  to 
remove  the  inconvenience  and  apprehenfion 
which  the  diforder  occafioned,  than  from 
any  urgent  necelTity  j for  any  increafed  ex- 
ertion in  walking  or  riding  produced  the 
defeent  of  a portion  of  inteftine  behind 
tlie  thickened  omentum,  and  obliged  him. 
to  ftop,  and  replace  it:  and  he  frequently 
could  not  accomplifh  the  reduaion  without 
confiderablc  difficulty.  The  application  of 
trufles  had  been  quite  ineffeaual  in  obviate 
jng  thefe  alarming  inconveniencics. 


The 
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The  patient’s  diet  on  the  day  preceding 
the  operation  was  fcanty,  and  confifted  of 
fluid  flibfliances.  He  took  on  the  morning 
of  the  operation  fome  Epfom  falts  and 
manna,  which  purged  him  twice  and  Teemed 
to  have  emptied  his  bowels.  A portion  of 
the  omentum  was  cut  off,  and  the  remainder 
was  returned,  after  two  veflels  had  been 
tied.  The  operation  was  followed  by  gene- 
*ral  diforder  of  the  confliitution,  manifefted 
by  a full  and  ftrong  pulfe,  furred  tongue, 
great  anxiety,  reftleflhefs,  and  total  want 
of  fleep.  The  flomach  was  particularly 
affe6led,  being  diftended,  uneafy  on  com- 
preflion,  and  rejefting  every  thing  that 
was  fwallowed.  He  was  bled  largely  in 
the  evening,  and  took  faline  medicines, 

but  could  not  be  prevailed*  on  to  fwallow 
any  thijig  elfe,  except  fome  toaft  and 

water.  The  ficknefs  had  in  fome  degree 
abated  on  the  next  day.  A folution  of  mag- 
nefia  vitriolata  in  mint  water  was  prefcribed 
in  fmall  occafional  dofes,  in  order  to  re- 
lieve the  diforder  and  diftenfion  of  the  fto- 
mach,  by  procuring  fome  difcharge  from 
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the  bowels  In  the  courfe  of  the  day 
he  took  an  ounce  of  the  falts,  which  was 
not  rejedfed  by  the  ffomach,  yet  he  could 
fcarcely  be  prevailed  upon  to  take  any 
thing  elfe.  The  tongue  was  ftill  covered 
by  a thick  yellow  fur;  the  Ikin  was  hot 
and  dry,  and  the  pulfe  frequent.  As 
there  was  no  particular  tcndernefs  about 
the  hypogaffric  region,  he  was  not  again 
bled.  The  fecond  night  pafled  without* 
any  deep.  -As  the  falts  had  produced 

* It  is  moft  probably  the  cliforcler  of  the  brain  which 
afFefts  the  ftomach  *,  but  the  re-a6i:ion  of  the  latter  af- 
fa£lion  is  liable  to  increafe  and  maintain  the  former,  by 
which  it  had  itfelfbeen  produced.  The  effedls  that  rpfult 
from  the  fympathy  of  the  whole  conftitution  with  local 
diforder  vary  greatly  both  in  nature  and  degree.  Some- 
times the  brain  is  the  part  chiefly  affected  ; on  thefe  oc- 
cafions  the  nervous  energy  appears  to  be  much  im- 
paired ; and  in  fome  inftances  of  this  defeription,  the 
patient  gradually  finks,  little  fever  or  reacflion  of  the  con- 
ftitution  being  obferved  ; in  other  inftances,  however, 
there  is  a low  delirium,  with  a flight  degree  of  febrile 
a£Uon  ; and  in  others  again,  the  delirium  is  more  violent, 
and  is  accompanied  with  a proportional  increafe  of  fever, 
fubfultus  of  the  mufcles,  and  convulfions.  Sometimes 
other  parts  of  the  body  or  particular  organs  feem  to  be 
principally  affefted ; indeed  the  variety  of  effetls  pro- 
duced under  the  circumftances  alluded  to  is  fuch  as  to 
laffle  defeription. 


no 
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no  efFe6l,  the  fame  medicine  was  ordered  in 
an  infufion  of  fennap  with  the  addition  of 
fome  of  the  tinclure,  which,  by  being  given 
in  very  fmall  dofes,  was  retained.  When, 
however,  it  feemed  likely  that  no  effedt 
would  refult  from  this  medicine,  a grain 
of  calomel  was  given  at  night,  and  repeated 
on  the  following  morning.  Still  the  loath- 
ing of  food  continued.  The  third  night 
palfed,  like  the  former  ones,  without  deep, 
and  in  great  anxiety.  On  the  next  morn- 
ing, tw'o  pills,  containing  five  grains  of 
the  pil.  colocynth.  and  the  fame  quantity  of 
the  pil.  aloet.  cum  myrrh  a,  were  given 
evejy  fourth  hour.  Thcle  procured  no  ibool, 
nor  produced  any  fcnlation  which  inclined 
the  patient  to  believe  that  they  w^ould  ope- 
rate. Again  he  palfed  a lleeplefs  night; 
but,  towards  the  morning,  he  felt  his  bowels 
apparently  filling,  to  ufe  his  own  expreffion, 
and  a profufe  difchargc  enfued.  A dozen  co- 
pious, fetid,  and  black  evacuations  took 
place  between  five  and  ten  o’clock,  and  he 
had  feveral  others  in  the  courle  of  the  day  ; 
after  which  his  appetite  returned,  his  tongue 
became  clean,  and  a found  and  continued 
deep  fucceeded. 


That 
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That  the  chylopoietic  organs  were  the 
pai  ts  chiefly  affeclcd  in  this  cafe,  can  fcarcely 
be  qneftioned.  The  ficknefs,  the  tender- 
nefs  of  the  parts  in  the  epigaftric  region, 
the  averfion  to  food,  and  the  ftate  of  the 
tongue,  all  indicate  that  the  ftomach  was 
much  difordered.  The  infufceptibility  of 
the  bowels  to  the  a6Hon  of  medicines, 
which  would  ordinarily  have  produced  dif- 
charges  from  them,  and  the  profufe  eva- 
cuations which  fubfequently  relieved  the 
patient,  prove  that  thefe  vifcera  participated 
in  the  affe£l:ion.  The  black  colour  of  the 
difcharges  fhews,  I think,  that  the  fecre- 
tion  of  the  bile  was  not  healthy,  and  that 
the  liver  was  affe6led  with  the  other  chylopo- 
ietic vifcera. 

It  may  be  fuppofed,  that  the  injury  done 
to  the  omentum  might  contribute  to  pro- 
duce the  diforder  of  thefe  organs,  rather 
than  of  others.  We  do  not,  however,  find 
that  fuch  effects  commonly  fucceed  to  fimilar 
operations.  The  confequences  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe  were  more  fevere  than  might  have 
been  expefted,  if  it  were  not  known,  that  an 
operation  performed  on  a healthy  patient  is 

I more 
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more  apt  to  produce  confiderable  diforder, 
than  when  performed  on  one  whofe  con- 
ftitution  has  previoufly  fuftained  the  irrita- 
tion of  a dileafe,  for  wliich  the  operation 
becomes  neceflaiy. 

It  is  probable  alfo  that  the  reftlefTnefs 
and  anxiety  of  ' the  patient  were  aggravated, 
jf  not  principally  caufed,  by  the  Hate  of 
the  chylopoietic  vifcera ; fmce  the  relief  which 
took  place  in  thofe  parts  on  the  renewal  of 
fecretions  into  them,  certainly  removed  the 
nervous  and  febrile  fymptoms.  That  the  dif- 
charges  were  the  eftedt  of  fecretion  is  proved 
by  the  abfence  of  alimentary  matter  in  the 
bowels,  in  confequence  of  the  adlion  of 
the  purgative  adminiftered  on  the  morning 
of  the  operation,  and  the  abftinence  both 
before  and  after  that  period*. 

1 could 

* Two  inftances  are  recorded  in  Mr.  Pott’s  Works,  of 
the  operation  for  the  redudion  of  an  hernia  being 
performed  where  no  ftrangulation  exifted.  See  Pott’s 
Works,  Vol.  III.  pp.  295,  299,  edition  of  1783. 

The  operation  in  the  cafe  juft  related  was  undertaken 
upon  the  authority  of  thefe  cafes,  which  were  both  fuc- 
cefsful.  I performed  a fimilar  operation  on  a patient, 
whofe  life  had  been  twice  in  imminent  hazard  from  ftrsn- 

gulatioa 
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I could  relate  numerous  cafes  in  fupport 
of  the  inferences,  which  I have,  drawn  from 
the  preceding  hiftory;  that  local  irritation 
acting  on  the  nervous  fyftem  may  affe6l 
the  digeftive  organs  in  a very  ferious  man- 
ner, arid  thereby  create  great  general  dif- 
order  of  the  fyllem,  which  is  afterwards 
alleviated  in  proportion  to  the  amendment 
that  enfues  in  the  ftate  of  thofe  vifcera. 
Such  confequences  of  great  local  irritation 
muft  frequently  occur  to  every  one ; it  is 
therefore  unneceffarv  to  adduce  more  in- 
fiances  to  fupport  the  opinioi^  here  de- 
livered. ^ 

With  refpefl  to  the  treatment  of  cafes  of 
this  defcription  it  may  be  right  to  add,  that 
the  primary  obje6l  fliould  be  to  produce  fe- 
cretion  from  the  irritable  organs.  In  the  cafe 


gulation  in  a cafe  of  adherent  epiplocele,  in  which  a trufs 
did  not  keep  up  the  hernia,  and  the  operation  was  followed 
by  violent  peritonitis,  which  could  .only  be  fubdued  by 
fuch  copious  and  repeated  ven?efe£lion,  as  endangered 
the  patient’s  life.  Thefe  two  cafes  have  made  fuch  an 
impreffion  on  my  mind,  that  I fhould  be  very  averfe  in 
future  to  undertake  fimilar  experiments. 
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which  has  been  related,  and  in  many  others 
recorded  in  this  volume,  the  effedl:  of  fecre- 
tions  occurring  from  the  difordered  organs 
in  relieving  their  irritable  ftate  is  veiy  mani-r 
fell.  In  many  inftances  opium  will  not  pre- 
vent continual  efforts  to  vomit,  yet  when  by 
raagnef.  vitiaolat.  or  purgatives  admini- 
ffered  in  the  form  of  pills,  and  clyfters, 
ftools  are  procured,  the  vomiting  ceafes,  the 
flomach  retains  both  food  and  medicine, 
and  general  tranquillity  of  conftitution  is  as 
fuddenly  reftored. 

A /lighter  Degree  of  continued  local  Irritttion  will 

produce  a lefs  •violent  Diforder  of  the  digejlhe 

Organs, 

IF  then  vehement  local  irritation  can 
produce  a violent  difturbance  of  the  chylo- 
poietic  organs,  it  may  be  expedled  that  a lefs 
degree  of  a fimilar  caufe  will  produce  flighter 
effefts  of  the  fame  nature.  Indeed,  the  fore- 
going cafe  was  related  not  merely  becaufe  it 
feeined  worthy  of  record  by  itfelf,  but 
chiefly  to  prepare  the  reader  for  the  ob- 
fervations  which  are  to  follow. 


This 
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This  {lighter  degree  of  derangement  occurs 
in  the  advanced  fVages  of  lumbar  abfcefs, 
difcafed  joints,  compound  fradlures,  and  all 
kinds  of  local  difeafe,  which  impart  confider- 
able  and  continued  irritation  to  the  whole 
conflitution.  We  alfo  find  a lefs  important 
difeafe,  as  for  inflance,  a fretful  ulcer,  keep 
up  a diforder  of  the  fyftem  in  general,  and  of 
the  digeftive  organs  in  particular,  which 
fubfides  as  the  irritable  flate  of  the  ulcer  di- 
miniflies.  But  as  praffitioners  in  general 
may  not  perhaps  have  I'o  attentively  remarked 
thefe  circumffances  as  to  be  familiarly  ac- 
quainted with  them,  it  may  be  ufeful  to 
mention  a very  common  occurrence,  which 
cannot  have  cfcaped  obfervation.  I allude 
to  the  effedls  of  the  irritation  of  teething 
lqx)n  the  health  of  children.  The  Brain  is 
fometimes  fo  affedled  as  to  caufe  convul- 
fions ; the  digeftive  organs  are  almofl  con- 
“ftantly  difordered.  The  appetite  fails  j the 
tongue  is  furred  ; the  fecretions  of  the  liver 
are  either  fufpended,  diminifiied,  or  vitiated. 
The  bowels  are  either  purged  or  coftive, 
and  the  feces  fetid.  The  fecal  matter  is , 
often  mixed  with  mucous  and  other  fecre- 
tions 
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• tions.  There  is  alfo  frequently  a vei*y 
troublefome  cough.  Such  fymptoms  gene- 
rally fubhde  when  the  local  irritation  ceafes, 
but  fometimes  the  diforder  of  the  digeftive 
organs,  thus  excited,  continues  and  dif- 
turbs  the  general  health  of  the  patient. 

If  local  irritation  be  capable  of  diforder- 
ing  the  bowels,  it  feems  natural  to  conclude 
that  it  a6ls  upon  them  through  the  medium 
of  the  brain.  If  alfo  the  brain  and  nervous 
lyftem  fliould  be  difordered,  without  any 
apparent  local  difeafe,  fimilar  derangements 
may  be  expected  to  take  place  in  the  func- 
tions of  the  digeftive  organs.  In  cafes, 
where  fome  morbific  poifon  has  been  ab- 
forbed,  producing  effedls  fimilar  to  thofe  of 
fyphilis,  we  ufually  find  the  irritation  of  the 
-conftitution  which  enfues  to  be  accompa- 
'nied  with  this  {lighter  diforder  of  the 
chylopoietic  organs. 

Whenever,  alfo,  the  nervous  energy  and 
general  powers  of  the  conftitution  have  been 
weakened  and  difordered  by  any  violent 
difeafe,  as  fever,  fmall  pox,  meailes,  hooping 

cough. 
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cough,  &c.  the  digeftive  organs  are  fre- 
quently affefted  in  confequence,  and  fuch 
alfedlion  becomes,  as  will  afterwards  be  ex 
plained,,  the  caufe  of  many  fecondary  dif- 
eafes. 

In  perfons,  likewife,  who  have  natural- 
ly a weak  or  irritable  ftate  of  the  neiwous 
fyftem,  we  find  the  digeftive  organs  dif- 
ordered  in  a fimilar  manner.  Improprieties 
in  diet  will  alfo  produce  a fimilar  ftate  of 
irritation,  weaknefs,  and  diforder  of  the  func- 
tions of  the  digeftive  organs. 

This  {lighter  diforder  of  the  chylopoi- 
etic  organs  is,  in  general,  manifefted  by  a 
diminution  of  the  appetite  and  digeftion, 
flatulence,  and  unnatural  colour  and  fostor 
of  the  excretions,  which  are  generally  de- 
ficient in  quantity.  The  tongue  is  dry, 
whitifli,  or  furred,  particularly  at  the  back 
part;  this  fymptom  is  moft  apparent  in  the 
morning.  The  fur  is  greateft  at  the  back  part, 
and  extends  along  the  middle  of  the  ^tongue 
to  the  tip,  the  edges  remaining  clean.  As 
the  difeafe  advances,  a tendernefs  is  felt 

when 
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when  the  epigaftric  region  is  comprefled,  and 
the  patient  breathes  more  by  the  ribs,  and 
lefs  by  the  diaphragm  than  in  the  healthy 
ftate.  The  urine  is  frequently  turbid. 

In  this  general  enumeration  of  the  fymp- 
toms,  leveral  circumftances  are  omitted 
which  occur  occahonally,  and  which  may,, 
wlieii  the  fubjedt  Ihall  be  better  under- 
ftood,  denote  peculiaiities  in  the  difeafe,  and 
require  correfponding  peculiarities  in  the 
medical  treatment.  I 'fliall  here  notice  a 
few  of  them.  The  appetite  is  fometimes 
moderately  good,  when  the  digeftion.  is  im- 
perfedl ; and  tlie  latter  may  not  be  defecfive, 
although  the  difeafe  ftill  exifts.  In  fpme 
inftances,  indeed,-,  the  appetite  is  inordinate. 
Tendernefs  of  the  epigaftric  region  ori  pref- 
fure,  is  not  always  an  attendant,  even  on 
advanced  ftagesfof  the  difeafe,  The  bowel? 
are  alternately  coftive,  and  lax  even  tp  purg- 
ing T he  urine  is  fometimes  pale-co^ 

* I have  knovvn-  perfons  whofe  bowels  w-ere  ordinarily 
cpiiliye,  fujd  whofe  general  health  was  much  derangj^d  by 
diforder  -of  tlie  digefliv^  organs,  though  jhey  weie  un- 
confcious  of  its  e$lftence,  feel  pleafed  that  tlid;r  bowels 
were  in  a comfortably  lax  ftate  ; yet  on  obferving  the 
ftools,  they  refembled  pitch  in  colour  and  appearance.  . 
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loured  and  copious  like  that  of  hyftericaf 
patients^ 

Patients  afle61:ed  in  the  manner  above  de- 
feribed  commonly  declare  they  are  in  good 
health,  except  that  they  feel  difturbed  by 
their  local  complaints ; yet  they  are  found, 
on  enquiry,  to  have  all  the  fymptoms, 
which  characterize  a difordered  ftate  of  the 
digeftive  organs.  Tlhe  mind  is  alfo  fre- 
quently irritable  and  defpondent>  anxiety 
and  langour  are  exprefled  in  the  countenance. 
The  pulfe  is  frequent  or  feeble ; and  flight 
exercife  produces  confiderable  perfpiration 
and  fatigue.  The  patients  are  fometimes 
reftlefs  at  night,  but  when  they  deep  foundly 
they  awaken  unrefrefhed,  with  lalTitude,  and 
fometimes  a fenfation,  as  if  they  were  inca- 
pable of  moving.  Slight  noifes  generally 
caufe  them  to  ftart,  and  they  are,  to  ufe 
tlieir  own  exprelTion,  very  nervous.  Thelc 
circumftances  feem  to  me  to  indicate  weak- 
nefs  and  irritability  of  the  nervous  and 
mufcular  fyft ems ; which,  in  addition  to  the 
diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs,  that  has 
.been  deferibed,  are  the  chief  circumftances 
obfervable  relative  to  the  general  health  of 
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thofe  patients,  whofe  cafes  are  related  in  the. 
following  part  of  this  paper.  By  corredt- 
ing  the  obvious  errors  in  the  ftate  of  the 
digeftive  organs,  the  local  difeafe,  which  had 
baffled  all  attempts  at  cure  by  local  means, 
has  fpeedily  been  removed,  and  the  patient 
has  acknowledged  that  fuch  an  alteration  has 
taken  place  in  liis  general  health,  as  ex- 
cited his  furprize. 


A Review  of  the  natural  Fundiotis  of  the  dlgeJUve 
Organs,  and  an  Enquiry  into  the  Signs  which 
denote  them  to  be  in  a healthy  or  dif ordered  State. 

BEFORE  I proceed,  I may  be  allowed  to 
enter  more  fully  into  a conflderation  of  the 
fymptoms  which  denote  diforder  of  the  di- 
geftive organs ; in  order  to  induce  furgeons- 
to  pay  that  ftridl  attention  to  them,  which 
the  importance  of  the  fubje^  fo  well  de- 
ferves.  It  would  indeed  be  impoftible  for 
the  reader  to  underftand,  without  fuch  pre- 
fatory obfervations,  my  objedt  in  the  treat- 
ment of  the  cafes  which  will  prelently  be 
related,  or  the  opinions  which  I have 
foiTued,  relative  to  their  mode  of  cure. 


c .2 
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The  changes  which  the  food  undergoes 
in  the  digeftive  organs  of  the  more  com- 
plicated animals  are  threefold  j and  dilfiiict 
organs  are  allotted  to  each  of  the  three 
procefles.  Digeftion  takes  place  in  the 
ftomach;  chylification  in  the  fmall  intef- 
tines  j and  a third  procefs,  hitherto  iindeno- 
minated,  is  performed  in  the  large  in- 
teftines.  It  is  probable  that  in  fome  cafes, 
one  fet  of  organs  may  be  more  difordered 
than  the  others,  and  of  courfe  one  of  thefe 
proceffes  may  fail  more  than  the  reft.  For 
inftance,  the  ftomach  may  digeft  the  food  in 
a healthy  manner,  although  the  inteftines 
do  not  perform  their  fhare  of  the  changes, 
which  they  ought  to  eA'cdl. 

The  food  is  converted  in  the  ftomach  into 
a vifcid  femitranfparent  fubftance  called 
'chyme  j and  that  this  change  is  effedled  by 
the  agency  of  the  fuccus  gaftricusj  is  a point 
*as  well  afcertained  as  any  in  phyfiology.  In 
a ftate  of  health  this  converfion  takes  place 
without  any  appearance  of  that  natural  dc- 
compofition  which  animal  and  vegetable 
matter  would  ordinarily  undergo  in  a warm 

I t and 
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and  moift  place.  When,  however,  digeftion 
is  imperfedl:,  gafeous  fluids  are  extricated 
from  the  alimentary  matter.  Vegetable 
food  becomes  acid,  and  oils  become  ran- 
cid. Uneafy  fenfations  are  alfo  felt,  and 
undigefted  aliment  may  be  obferved  in  the 
fgeces. 

Diforder  of  the  ftomach  is  however  more 
readily  perceived  by  adverting  to  the  {fate 
of  the  tongue,  which  often  indicates  an  ir- 
ritable and  unhealthy  condition  of  the  fto- 
mach, when  no  manifeft  fymptoms  of  indi- 
geftion  occur.  If  there  be  no  fever  to  dif- 
turb  the  fecretions  in  general,  the  change 
which  is  vifible  in  the  tongue  can  be  im- 
puted to  no  other  caufe  than  local  difeafe,  or 
a participation  in  a diforder  of  the  ftomach 
or  lungs.  Local  irritation  or  mental  anxiety 
will  caufe  a white  and  dry  tongue;  but  does 
not  this  effect  arife  through  the  medium  of 
an  affedtion  of  the  ftomach?  For  although 
the  fecretions  of  the  tongue  muft  partake 
of  the  general  difturbance  which  prevails 
in  fever,  their  efpecial  diforder  may  be,  in 
tliat  cafe,  alfo,  not  improperly  attributed 
to  the  ftate  of  the  ftomach. 
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The  ftate  of  the  tongue  is,  in  general, 
an  infallible  criterion  of  a difordered  con- 
dition of  the  ftomach  ; but  it  does  not  point 
out  the  kind  and  degree  of  that  diforder. 
In  recent  and  confiderable  affeftions,  where 
the  appetite  is  loft,  and  the  digeftive  powers 
are  greatly  impaired,  the  appearances  of  the 
tongue  are  by  no  means  fo  ftrikingly  un- 
healthy as  in  more  confirmed  cafes,  where 
fieither  the  appetite  nor  digeftion  appear 
materially  deficient.  It  is  probable  that  a 
continuance  of  irritation  in  the  ftomach 
may  fo  affect  the  tongue,  as  to  render  un- 
natural fecretions  habitual  to  the  part,  and 
that  thefe  exift  independently  of  the  original 
caufe,  or  may'be  reproduced  by  trivial  de- 
grees of  diforder.  Nay,  fometimes  the  cu- 
ticle of  the  tongue  feems  to  have  loft  its 
tranfparency,  and  to  become  permanently 
white,  in  confequence  of  continued  irri- 
tation. 

, I . 

After  making  the  allowances,  which  fuch 
circumftanccs  require,  we  may  in  general 
be  enabled  to  detedl  a difordered  ftate  of 
the  ftomach  by  obfervation  made  on  the 
tongue:  and,  as  it  is  of  confequence  to 

after- 
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^certain  fuch  diforder  at  'an  early  period, 
when  the  fymptoms  are  probably  llight, 
this  organ  fhould  be  obferved  in  the  morn- 
ing, when  it  will  be  found  much  furred, 
particularly  at  the  part  next  the  throat. 
Its  appearance  may  vaiy  in  different  parts 
■of  the  day  from  varieties  in  the  flate  of  the 
flomach,  depending  on  the  excitement  which 
is  derived  from  food,  or  a ffate  of  irritation 
arifing  from  too  long  faffing.  The  tongues 
of  many  peribns  with  diforder  of  the  ffo- 
mach  look  moderately  healthy  during  the 
day,  though  they  have  been  fo  much  furred 
in  the  morning,  that  it  has  been,  deemed 
necefiary  to  fcrap.e  tliem. 

% 

A difordered  date  of  fecretion,  either  as 
to  quantity  or  quality,  will  be  the  natural 
effedf  of  irritation  of  a fecreting  organ.  This 
is  evidently  the  cafe  with  the  tongue ; and 
we  may,  with  great  probability,  conjedfure 
that  the  fame  confequence  alfo  takes  place  in 
the  flomach.  Since  the  juices  of  the  flo- 
mach are  the  immediate  agents  in  digefk 
tion,  that  procefs  mufl  be  diflurbed  in  pro- 
portion as  its  fecretions  are  deficient  or 
vitiated. 


c 4 • 
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If  undigelfed  matter  pafs  from  the  fVo- 
itiach  into  the  intcftines,  it  can  fcarcely  be 
fuppofed  that  their  powers  are  capable  of 
converting  it  into  chyle;  and  it  may  be- 
come irritating  to  _ thofe  organs  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  chemical  changes,  which  it 
may  then  undergo.  When  digeftion  is  im- 
perfecf,  animal  and  vegetable  fubftances 
( xperience  confiderable  chemical  changes 
before  they  leave  the  flomach ; and  fimilar 
changes  may  continue  to  take  place  during 
the  time  they  are  detained  in  the  bowels,  un- 
lefs  countera6led  by  the  powers  of  the  digeftive 
organs  ; powers  which  feem  chiefly  to  belong 
to  the  fluids  which  are  fecreted  into  them. 

The  extent  of  the  power  which  the  in- 
teftines  poflefs  of  converting  what  they 
receive  from  the  ftomach  into  chyle,  or  of  pre- 
venting chemical  changes,  is  unknown.  It  is 
probable  that  much  undigefted  matter  is  ab- 
forbed  by  the  lafteals,  when  the  digcftive 
powers  fail  in  their  funftions,  This  is 
apparently  the  cafe  in  diabetes,  where  the 
vegetable  matter  floats  in  the  femm  of  the 
{)lood,  rendering  it  turbid,  and  afterwards  com- 
bines 


AND  TREATMENT  OF  LOCAL  DISEASES.  25 

bines  fo  as  to  form  fugar  in  its  paffage 
through  tire  kidnies.  The  ftrong  odour, 
which  vaidous  kinds  of  food  impart  to  the 
urine,  indicates  that  different  fubflances  are 
abforbed  indifcriminately  from  the  inteftines. 
It  is  probable  that  a turbid  ftate  of  the  urine, 
and  variations  from  tlie  natural  odour  of 
healthy  urine,  may  very  frequently  arife 
from  a fimilar  caufe;  viz.  from  the  imperfedt 
adtion  of  the  digeftive  organs,  in  confequence 
of  which,  unaffimilated  matter  is  taken  up 
by  the  ladleals,  and  afterwards  feparated  from 
the  blood  in  the  kidneys.  It  may  be  rea- 
fonably  conjedlured  that  the  fame  powers, 
by  which  the  kidneys  convert  the  old  mate- 
rials of  oui;  body  into  that  peculiar  modifica- 
tion of  animal  matter,  which  is  diffolved  in 
the  water  of  the  urine,  and  which  has  been 
called  by  the  French  chemills  uree,  may 
alfo  enable  it,  in  a healthy  and  vigorous 
ifate,  to  difpofe  of  much  unaffimilated  fub- 
ftance  in  the  fame  way.  The  further  confi- 
deration  of  this  fubjedl  would,  however, 
kad  to  a difcuffion  foreign  to  the  purpofe  of 
the  prefent  paper:  it  will  be  fufficient  to 
remark  at  prefent,  that  the  ftate  of  the  urine 

may 
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may  afford  affiflance  in  afcertaining  the 
exiftence  of  diforder  of  the  digeflive  organs, 
and  in  indicating  its  nature.  It  has  been 
already  mentioned,  in  the  brief  account  of 
the  fymptoms,  that  the  urine  is  frequently 
turbid.  It  fhould,  liowcver,  alfo  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  quality  of  the  urine  greatly 
depends  on  the  ftate  of  the  nervous  fyflem. 
It  is  frequently,  in  the  diforders  of  which 
I am  fpeaking,  pale-coloured  and  copious ; 
which  is  probably  owing  to  a ftate  of  ner- 
vous irritation,  fuch  as  exifls  in  hyfleria. 
It  is  not  improbable  that  diforders  of  the 
digeflive  organs,  by  caufing  the  frequent 
fecretion  of  unnatural  urine,  may  produce 
irritation,  and  fubfequent  difeafe  of  the 
kidneys,  and  other  urinary  organs, 

Modern  phyfiologifls  feem  to  agree  in 
the  opinion  that  the  fiiccus  gaflricus  is  the 
agent,  by  which  digeflion  is  effedled ; but 
they  are  not  fo  unanimous  as  to  the  imme- 
diate caufe  of  chylification.  It  is  not  im- 
probable that  the  fuccus  inteflinalis  is  a 
principal  agent,  although  its  qualities  have 
not  yet  been  enquired  into  ; for,  indeed,  the 

invefli- 
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InvefHgation  would  be  attended  with  dif- 
ticulties  almoft  infuperable. 

Since  the  bile  and  pancreatic  liquor  are 
poured  into  the  inteftines  at  a fmall  dif- 
ance  from  the  ftomach,  it  is  natural  to  con- 
fider  thefe  fluids  as  ufeful  in  eftedling 
the  change,  which  the  alimentary  matter 
undergoes  in  the  fmall  inteftines,  namely, 
its  converfion  into  chyle.  The  chyme,  or 
aliment  digefted  by  the  ftomach,  being  vifcid, 
the  pancreatic  juice  has  been  confldered  as  an 
ufeful  and  necelTary  diluent,  and  perhaps 
this  fluid  may  have  other  properties  with 
which  we  are  unacquainted. 

The  ufes  of  the  bile  have  of  late  much 
engaged  the  attention  of  phyfiologifts.  Mr 
Hunter  obferved  that  it  did  not  feem  to  in- 
corporate with  the  chyle;  and  it  certainly 
cannot  do  {b  and  retain  its  own  nature, 
fince  its  colour  and  tafte  are  fo  intenfe, 
that  it  would  impart  thefe  properties  to 
the  chyle,  if  mixed  with  it  in  the  Imalleft 
quantity.  The  difficulty  of  conceiving  that 
fhe  two  fluids  can  be  agitated  together  by 

' • the 
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the  periftaltic  motion  of  the  inteiHncs, 
without  becoming  incorporated,  has  led  to 
an  opinion  that  the  bile  may  combine  with 
the  alimentary  matter,  and  lofe  its  ori- 
ginal properties  j but  nothing  of  this  kind 
is  afcertained.  Fourcroy  thinks  that  the 
alkali  and  faline  ingredients  of  the  bile 
may  combine  with  the  chyle,  and  render  it 
more  fluid,  while  the  albumen  and  refin 
may  combine  with  the  excrementitious 
matter.  It  is,  indeed,  evident  that  the  bile 
combines  either  totally  or  partially  with 
fomething  feparated  from  the  chyle,  and 
exifls  formally  in  it,  and  in  a Hate  of 
health  uniformly  dyes  it  of  its  peculiar 
colour;  and  therefore  t has  of  late  been 
fuppofed,  that  the  bile  may  ferve  to  purify 
the  chyle,  by  precipitating  and  combining 
with  its  feculent  parts 

It  has  been  faid  in  the  brief  and  general 
recital  that  has  been  given  of  the  fymp- 

* In  the  enquiry  into  the  probable  ufes  of  the  bile,  it 
ought  to  be  obferved,  that  in  many  perfons,  in  .whom 
that  fecretion  is  either  for  a confiderable  time  wholly  fup™ 
prelTed,  very  deficient,  or  much  depraved,  it  does  not  ap-t 
pear  that  the  nutrition  of  the  body  is  defective. 
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toms,  which  chara6lerize  diforder  in  the 
chylopoietic  organs,  that  the  ftools  are  of 
an  unnatural  colour  and  odpur.  Medical 
men  entertain  various  opinions  refpedling 
the  colour  of  the  faeces : to  me  this  property 
feems  generally  to  depend  on  the  kind  and 
quantity  of  the  bile.  All  the  fecretions, 
which  are  poured  into  the  alimentary  canal, 
except  the  bile,  are  colourlefs  or  white ; if, 
therefore,  this  fluid  were  wanting,  the  re- 
fidue  of  the  aliment  would  be  of  the  co- 
lour, which  might  be  expedled  to  refult 
from  fome  of  its  undigeflied  parts  com- 
bined together.  When,  for  inftance,  the 
fecretion  of  bile  is  flopped  by  the  irritation 
of  teething  in  children,  whofe  diet  is  chiefly 
bread  and  milk,  the  faeces  are  white;  when 
this  fecretion  is  obflrudted  in  adults,  the 
flools  are  pale  like  whitifh-brown  paper. 

In  cafes  of  difeafe,  however,  coloured  ex- 
cretions may  take  place  from  the  bowels. 
There  is  great  realbn  for  aferibing  the 
difeharges  in  the  difeafe  called  melaena  to  a 
vitiated  fecretion  from  the  furface  of  the 
alimentary  canal.  I was  intimately  ac- 
quainted 
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quanted  with  a patient,  who  fufFered  re- 
peated and  increafing  attacks  of  conlfitu- 
tional  irritation.  When  the  diforder  was 
wrought  up,  as  it  were,  to  a crifis,  he  was 
forewarned,  by  aYenfation,  as  if  his  ftomach 
was  filling,  of  the  occurrence  that  was  about 
to  take  place.  In  lefs  than  a quarter  of  an 
hour  he  would  vomit  more  than  two  quarts 
of  a fluid  refembling  coffee  grounds  in  colour 
and  confiftence.  Shortly  afterwards  very 
copious  difcharges  of  a fimilar  darker  coloured 
and  offenfive  matter,  took  place  from  the 
bowels  : but  a green  vifcid  bile,  appearing 
dilfindt  and  uncombined,  was  intermixed 
with  this.  Thefe  evacuations  ceafed  in  a 
day  or  two,  and  the  conlfitutional  irritation 
difappeared  with  them. 

I examined  the  bodies  of  feveral  perfons, 
who  died  under  attacks  of  this  nature,  and 
found  the  villous  coat  of  the  alimentary 
canal  highly  inflamed,  fwoln  and  pulpy. 
Bloody  fpecks  were  obfeiwed  in  various 
parts;  and  fphacelation  had  adlually  taken 
place  in  one  inflance.  The  liver  was  healthy 
in  fome  cafes,  and  difeafed  in  others.  I con- 
clude 
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elude  therefore  that  thefe  difeafes,  which 
were  termed  haematemefis  and  melaena,  arofe 
from  a violent  diforder,  and  confequent 
difeafed  fccretion  of  the  internal  coat  of 
the  bowels : and  that  the  blood,  difeharged 
when  the  affeclion  was  at  its  height,  did  not 
flow  from  any  Angle  vcflel,  but  from  the 
various  points  of  the  difeafed  furface. 

Indeed  I think  it  probable,  that  the  pro- 
fufe  difeharges,  \vhich  fometimes  follow 
the  continued  exhibition  of  purgatives,  con- 
fifl:  of  morbid  fccretions  from  the  bowels 
themfelves,  and  not  of  the  reAdue  of  alimen- 
tary matter  detained  in  thofe  organs.  Such 
evacuations,  either  occurring  fpontaneoufly, 
or  excited  by  medicine,  frequently  relieve  ir- 
ritation of  the  chylopoietic  vifeera. 

It  feems  probable  that  the  ftoois  which 
refemble  pitch  are  principally  compofed  of 
difeafed  fecretions  from  the  internal  furface 
of  the  inteftines,  Ance  they  do  not  feem 
either  like  the  reAdue  of  the  food  or  dif- 
eharges from  the  liver.  Can  we  fuppofe 
that  all  the  black  and  fetid  matter  which 


was 
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was  difcharged  from  the  bowels,  in  the  firft 

r 

cafe,  was  poured  forth  Iblely  from  the  liver  ? 

The  fubjebl  of  morbid  fccretions  is  how- 
ever particularly  illuftratcd  by  that  well- 
known  alvine  difcharge,  which  fo  much 
refembles  yeafl:  in  colour  and  confiftence  that 
it  cannot  be  confounded  with  faeces,  with 
blood,  or  with  ^ vitiated  fecretion  from  the 
liver.  A medical  man  of  my  acquaintance 
took,  for  fome  diforder  in  his  ftomach  and 
bowels,  an  aperient  medicine,  which  appa- 
rently emptied  thofe  organs.  He  ate  no- 
thing but  little  bread  in  broth  for  his  dinner, 
and  a fmall  quantity  with  his  tea  in  the 
evening.  He  experienced  an  uneafinefs  in 
his  bowels,  and  an  inclination  to  evacuate 
them  after  he  had  gone  to  bed  j but  he 
refilled  this  defire  till  four  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  when  its  urgency  forced  him  to 
rife.  He  then  difcharged,  what  he  fuppofed 
to  amount  in  quantity  to  a gallon,  of  a 
matter  exadlly  like  yeaft,  unmixed  with  any 
bile  or  faeces.  When  he  arofe  in  the  morning, 
he  had  a fimilar  evacuation  of  about  a 
quart  j and  on  the  fucceeding  day  there  was 

a folid 
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a folid  ftool,  apparently  of  tlie  fame  fab- 
ftance,  coloured’ of  a light  green  from  an  ad- 
mixture of  bile.  He  had  a natural  ftool 
the  next  day:  his  appetite  returned,  and 
the  uneafy  fenfations  fubfided. 

An  unhealthy  colour  of  the  faeces  may 
further  be  attributed  to  fome  degene- 
racy in  the  quality  of  the  alimentar)^ 
matter  j fuch  as  may  be  fuppofed  to  take 
place  when  the  digeftive  organs  fail  in  the 
performance  of  their  offices,  and  different 
alimentary  fubftances  are'  in  confequence 
detained  in  the  bowels,  where  they  may  pafs 
through  chemical  decompofitions,  and  re- 
combinations. But,  though  I am  inclined 
to  allow  the  full  operation  of  thefe  caufes, 
the  following  reafons  lead  me  to  believe 
that  the  colour  of  the  faeces  generally  de- 
pends on  the  kind  and  quantity  of  the  bile. 
In  the  natural  ffate  of  the  digeftive  or- 
gans, when  there  is  no  peculiarity  of  diet, 
and  no  medicine  is  taken,  the  bile  alone 
colours  the  refidue  of  the  food.  The  feces 
voided  during  a ftate  of  diforder  of  the  di- 
geftive organs  are  fometimes  partially  co- 

voL.  I.  D loured ; 
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loured  j which  circumftance  cannot  be  well’ 
accounted  for  upon  any  other  fuppofition 
than  that  of  an  irregular  fecretion  of  the  bile. 
Fluids  fecreted  from  the  inteftines  do  not 
ufually  enter  into  combination  with  the 
faecal  matter,  but  appear  diftin6fly  when 
excreted.  Thus  we  find  mucus  and  jelly 
difcharged  from  the  bowels,  unmixed  with 
the  fsces.  Medicines  which  affe6l  the  liver 
produce  a very  hidden  change  in  the  co- 
lour of  the  fiEces.  Small  dofes  of  mercury, 
without  any  alteration  of  diet,  fometimes 
change  the  flools  immediately  from  a black- 
ifh  to  a light  yellow  colour,  which  indicates 
a healthy  but  deficient  fecretion  of  bile. 

Healthy  bile  in  the  human  fubjedf  is  gene- 
rally of  a deep  yellow  brown  colour  > the 
brown  depending  on  a concentration  of 
the  yellow  colour.  It  refembles  the  co- 
lour of  wetted  rhubarb  ; for,  if  a fmall  por- 
tion of  either  of  thefe  fubflances  be  put  into 
a large  quantity  of  water,  the  water  will  be 
tinged  of  a bright  yellow  colour  j this  ap- 
pears therefore  to  be  the  proper  colour,  of 
thefe  fubltances,  but  it  is  fo  concenU’ated  in 

the- 
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the  mafs  as  to  appear  of  a deep  brown. 
Sometimes,  indeed,  we  find  green  bile  in 
the  gall  bladder,  when  the  liver  is  not  dif- 
eafed.  I cannotj  however,  but  think  that 
the  natural  colour  is  a yellow,  fo  intenfe 
as  to  appear  brown.  Green  bile  is  ufually 
poured  out  in  circumfiiances,  where  there  is 
evident  diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs  ; and 
we  cannot  well  fuppofe  that  there  are  two 
kinds  of  healthy  bile.  The  quantity  of  this 
fluid  fliould  be  fuch  as  completely  to  tinge 
the  excrement  of  its  peculiar  colour.  By 
attending,  therefore,  to  the  colour  of  the 
faeces,  the  kind  and  quantity  of  bile,  which 
the  liver,  excretes,  may  in  general  be  alcer- 
tained. 

The  colour  of  the  alvine  excretions  in  * 
/difordered  ftates  of  the  vifcera  is  various. 
Sometimes  they  appear  to  confift  of  the  refi- 
due  of  the  food,  untinged  by  bile.  Some- 
times they  are  of  a light  yellow  colour, 
which  denotes  a very  deficient  quantity  of 
healthy  biliary  fecretion  j they  may  alfo  be  of 
a deep  olive,  of  a clay  brown,  and  of  a black- 
ilh  brown;  all  which  lliew  a vitiated  flate 
of  the  biliary  fecretion. 
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Any  kind  of  brown,  which  dilution  will 
not  convert  into  yellow,  J fhould  confider 
as  unhealthy,  fince  the  colour  of  healthy 
bile  is  a bright  yellow,  which  by  concen- 
..  tration  appears  brown. 

Such  are  the  circumftances  which  I have 
colledfed  from  my  own  obfervation,  and 
the  reports  of  others,  relative  to  the  alvine 
excretions,  in  the  diforders  which  have 
been  defcribed. 

I have  dwelt  thus  particularly  upon  the 
fubje£l  of  the  biliary  fecretion,  from  a belief 
that  its  quantity  and  quality  can,  in  gene- 
ral, be  afcertained  by  infpe6Hon,  and  will 
therefore  ferve  to  indicate  the  prefence  of 
diforder.  Whether  the  foregoing  opinions 
be  corre6l  or  not,  it  will,  I think,  be  gene- 
rally granted  that  tlie  excretions  from  the 
bowels  commonly  indicate  the  healthy  or  dif- 
ordered  ftate  of  the  digeftive  organs. 

I 

The  effects,  which  medicine  or  diet  may 
have  upon  the  colour  of  the  faeces,  ought, 
however,  to  be  confidered.  When  the  food 

is 
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is  coloured,  and  this  colour  is  not  al- 
tered by  digeftion,  it  vyill,  of  courfe,  ap- 
pear in  the  faeces ; hence  if  it  fliould  be 
thought  defirable  to  know  accurately  the 
ftate  of  the  biliary  fecretion,  it  would  be 
right  to  reftridf  patients  to  a diet  that  is  not 
likely  to  colour  the  faeces.  The  green  colour' 
of  vegetables  tinges  the  faecahrefidue  of  the 
food.  Steel  alfo  is  known  to  blacken  the  faeces. 
It  fliould  alfo  be  remarked  that  the  expofure 
of  the  faeces  to  air  after  their  expulfion,  will, 
in  fome  inftances,  caufe  a confiderable  al- 
teration in  their  colour.  In  our  endea- 
vours, therefore,  to  afcertain  whether  the 
liver  is  performing  its  office  rightly,  by  ob- 
ferving  the  colour  of  the  faeces,  attention 
fliould  be  paid  to  thefe  circum fiances. 

I conclude  tliis  review  of  the  opinions 
entertained  refpedling  chylification,  by  ob- 
ferving  that  if  the  fuccus  inteflinalis  be 
an  agent  in  this  fundlion,  diforder  of  the 
inteftines  js  likely  to  aftedl  its  fecretion, 
and  thus  impede  this  fecond  important  part, 
gf  the  procefs  of  affimilation. 
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- The  refidue  of  the  alimentary  matter, 
mixed  with  the  bile,  palTes  from  the  fmall 
into  the  large  inteiVmes,  and  there  under- 
goes a fadden  change ; it  acquires  a pecu- 
liar foetor,  and  become;s  what  we  deno- 
minate faeces.  This  change  is  fo  fadden, 
that  it  cannot  be  afcribed  to  fpontaneous 
chemical  alterations,  (which  would  be  gra- 
dual) blit  to  f®me  new  animal  agency.  If 
the  contents  of  the  fmall  inteftines  at  their 
termination,  and  of  the  large  at  their  com- 
mencement, be  examined,  they  v/ill  he  found 
tot^ly  different,  even  within  .a  line  of  each 
other ; the  former  being  without  foetor, 
and  the  latter  being  in  all  refpedls  what  is 
denominated  faeces.  Though  chemifts  then 
might  fpeak  of  the  feculent  matter  of 
chyle  as  faeces,  yet  phyfiologifts  would  ra- 
ther apply  that  term  to  the  change  in  the 
refidue  of  the  food,  which  takes  place  in  the 
large  inteftines,  and  which  feems  to  be 
effected  • by  the  animal  powers  of  thofe 
organs.  The  faeces  quickly  fuffer  chemical 
decompofition  out  of  the  body,  although 
they  often  remain  in  the  bowels  without 
undergoing  the  fame  kind  of  change.  Their 

■ chemical 
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•chemical  decompofition  is  attended  with 
the  fadden  formation  of  ammonia;  yet 
•if  they  be  examined  when  recent,  they  are 
found  to  contain  acids  which  ammonia 
would  neutralize.  The  inference,  there^ 
fore,  naturally  arifes,  that  tliis  third  procel^, 
J mean  the  conveiTion  of  the  rchdue  of  the 
aliment  into  faeces,  may,  amongtf  other  pur- 
•pofes,.  be  defigned  i'o-to  modify  that  refidue, 
as  to  prevent  it  from  .undergomg  ,thofe 
various  chemical  changes',  which',  anight  be 
Simulating  to  .t!ie  containing  organs:,.*.as 
well  as  injurious  to  the  general. heal tlir;. 

I 

In  a perfedlly  healthy  Sate  of  the  di- 
geSive  organs,  probably  no  chemical  “de- 
cora portion,  even  of  the  faeces,  takes  places; 
yet  fuch  changes  happen,  fome ‘degree, 
rwithout  apparently  producing  any  injuri- 
ous confequences,  Tp  cheniical  changes 
-we  may  probably  attribute  the  .extrication 
of  inflammable  air,  and  the  various  and 
unnatural  odours  of  the  fecal  matter,  which 
are  obfervable  in  difordered  Sates  of  the 
digeSive  vifeera. 
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The  means  by  which  this  modification 
of  the  refid  ue  of  the  food,  which  takes 
place  in  the  large  inteftines,  is  effedted,  are 
but  little  known.  Analogy  leads  us  to 
refer  it  to  the  effects  of  a fecretion  from 
the  lining  of  thofe  intelf  ines  in  which  it  oc- 
curs, Now  if  this  fecretion  deviates  from 
the  healthy  ftate,  in  confequence  of  an 
irritated  or  difordered  ftate  of  thofe  or- 
gans, we  may  reafonably  expect  a cor- 
refponding  derangement  of  the  procefs,  by 
which  the  refidue  of  the  food  is  converted 
into  faeces. 


'Further  Enquiry  into  the  Nature  and  Effe^s  of 
that  Diforder  of  the  digejlive  Organs^  the  Symp- 
toms of  which  have  been  recited  at  Page  i6. 

Having  taken  this  general  view  of  the 
fundtions  of  the  chylopoietic  vifcera,  in 
order  to  facilitate  the  forming  a judgment 
relative  to  thofe  circumftances  which  indi- 
cate their  derangement,  I return  to  fpeak 
more  fully  of  that  affedtion  of  them,  which 
I have  defcribed,  as  arifing  from  caufes  re- 
cited at  page  i6.  This  fubjedf,  it  muft  be 

acknow- 
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knowledged,  is  very  important,  if  it  can  be 
fliewn  that  diforders  of  the  digeftive  organs 
are  the  caufe  of  a great  number  of  other  dif- 
eafeSi  The  enquiry  would  then  not  only 
lead  us  to  difcover  the  fource  of  manydif. 
turbances  of  the  conflitution,  which  origi- 
nate in  thofe  of  the  digeftive  organs  (for. pa- 
tients have  no  fufpicion  of  any  diforder  ex- 
iifing  in  them),  but  would  alfo  lead  to  the 
prevention  and  cure  of  many  fecondary  dif- 
cafes  of  a more  vexatious  and  fometimes  of  a 
more  fatal  nature,  than  thofe  from  which 
they  originated. 

If  the  tongue  be  furred  at  its  back  part  in 
the  morning,  when  there  is  no  fever,  it  is 
reafonable  to  infer  in  general  that  the  ftate 
of  the  tongue  is  owing  to  its  participating 
in  the  irritation  of  the  ftomach.  Such  par- 
ticipation produces  an  alteration  in  the  fecre- 
tions  of  the  tongue ; they  are  either  deficient 
in  quantity,  or  vitiated  in  quality.  A ftate 
of  irritation  in  any  fecreting  furface  is,  in- 
deed, likely  to  be  attended  with  the  fame  con- 
iequences.  It  is,  therefore,  fair  to  infer  that, 
when  a general  diforder  of  the  digeftive  or- 
gans 
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gans  takes  place,  thofe  fluids,  which  produce 
the  changes  that  the  food  undergoes  in  them, 
are  deficient  or  depraved,  and  confequently 
that  digeflion  and  the  fubfequent  procefles 
mufl:  be  imperfe6lly  performed.  The  liver 
is  likely  to  participate  in  the  diforder,  and 
the  biliary  fecretion  to  be  dimini flied  or  vi- 
tiated. This  circumftancc  admits  of  ocular 
demonflration;  and  I have,  theiefore,  confi- 
dered  it  as  an  evidence  of  a more  or  lefs  ge- 
neral diforder  of  thedigeftive  organs.  A very 
rcafonable  objection  may,  however,  be  made 
to  confidering  the  derangement  of  the  func- 
tions of  the  liver  as  a criterion  of  thofe  of 
the  ftomach  and  inteftines  j fince  the  liver  is 
independent  of  the  latter  organs,  and  may  be 
the  fubjeft  of  a diforda'  confined  to  itfelf. 

' In  fome  cafes,  alfo,  the  alimentarv  canal  may. 
be  affedled,  without  diflurbing  the  liver. 
Such  circumflances  may  happen  occafion- 
ally  j but  they  are  not  ordinaiy  occurrences, 
and  fhould  be  confidered  as  exceptions  to 
general  rules,  which  do  not  militate  againft; ' 
their  common  operation.  In  general,  affec- 
tions of  the  former  influence  the  funftions  of 
the  latter  5 and  the  flate  of  the  biliaiy  fe- 

cretions 
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cretion  affords  a very  ufeful  evidence  of  a 
more  or  lefs  general  derangement  of  the 
chylopoietic  vifcera,  and  fhould  excite  our 
attention  to  inveftigate  its  kind  and  degree. 

I have  ftated,  in  defcribing  the  fymptoms 
which  denote  diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs, 
that  the  faeces  are  generally  deficient  in 
quantity.  This  circumftance  may  be  ac- 
counted for  in  various  ways.  It  may  be 
afcribed  to  diminiflied  or  unhealthy  fecretion 
of  bile,  which  does  not  precipitate  the  ufual 
proportion  of  feculent  matter  from  the 
Chyle.  Perfons  whofe  bowels  are  lax,  and 
not  inadlive  in  carrying  downwards  the  fe- 
culent matter,  void  it  daily  in  deficient  quan- 
tities. It  may  be  fuppofcd  too  that,  either 
from 'the  deficiency  of  bile,  and  confequent 
want  of  excitement,  or  from  the  effedls  of 
diforder,  a torpid  flat|e  o^othe  bowels  may 
exift,  which  caufes  thei%|^g  carry  downwards 
.the  feculent  matter  in  fmall  quantities.  This 
circumftance  may  produce  a»  greater*  abforp- 
tion  of  the  fseces  than  what  is  natural,  or  an 
accumulation  of  them  in  the  colon. 
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That  the  digeftivc  organs  in  general  were 
afFecled  in  the  cafes  of  local  difeafe,  which  I 
am  about  to  record,  is  moft  evident ; but  I 
am  aware  that  many  varieties  of  diforder  may 
be  included  in  the  general  defeription  of  the 
fymptoms,  which  I have  given.  Future  ob- 
fervations  may  lead  to  further  diftindfions  i 
but  I fee  no  impropriety  at  prefent  in  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  difordered  ftate  as  general ; fince  it 
is  probable  that  no  material  diforder  can  oiv 
dinarily  take  place  in  one  of  the  digeftive 
organs,  without  difturbing  the  fun6fions  of 
the  others.  When  digehion  is  imperfedfly 
performed,  the  fundfions  of  the  inteftinal  canal 
will  foon  participate  in  the  diforder  of  the 
'ftomach.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  the 
fccretion  of  bile  will  alfo  probably  become 
irregular.  Should  difeafe  commence  in  the 
large  inteffines,  as  about  the  redlum,  it  dif- 
turbs  the  fun6liort§>  of  the  ftomach,  and  fecre-r 
tion  of  the  liver,  and  becomes  augmented  in 
its  turn  by  its  fvmpathy  with  thefe  parts. 
Should  the  liver  be  difordered  in  the  firft  in- 
ffance,  the  ftomach  and  bowels  may  not  im- 
mediately fympathize,  although  they  will 
probably  foon  become  affedled. 

I feel 
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I feel  further  warranted  in  confidering  the 
fymptoms,  which  have  been  recited  in  the 
former  part  of  this  paper,  as  arifing  from  a 
general  difturbance  of  the  fuii6lions  of  the  di- 
geftive  organs,  from  contemplating  the  effe6is 
of  blows  on  different  parts  of  tlie .belly,  which 
do  not  feem  to  have  injured  the  ftrudture  of 
any  fingle  abdominal  vifcus,  but  yet  produce 
effe6ls  denoting  a general  diforder  of  thefe 
organs.  The  fymptoms  have  varied  in  feve- 
rity  in  proportion  to  the  violence  of  the  blow 
received.  In  the  cafes  which  were  the  con*> 
fequence  of  the  more  forcible  injuries  the 
fymptoms  were,  a furred  tongue ; great  vo-» 
mitmg,  fo  that  the  ftomach  could  retain  no 
food  j difficulty  of  affedling  the  bowels  by  me- 
dicine ; great  fever  j and  even  delirium.  In- 
deed, all  thofe  effefts  were  produced,  which  I 
have  reprefented  as  arifing  from  vehement 
local  irritation  of  remote  parts  of  the  body* 
The  diforder  has  generally  terminated  by  a 
profufe  difcharge  of  black  and  fetid  ftools, 
after  which  the  patient  has  perfedlly  recover- 
ed. On  the  contrary,  where  the  fymptoms 
confequent  on  the  blow  have  been  lefs  violent, 
fo  as  not  to  claim  fuch  flricl  attention,  the 
^ 4 dif. 
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diforder  has  continued.  Perfons  who  had 

I 

been  previouily  in  perfect  health,  have  be- 
come hypochondriacal,  and  have  had  all 
thofe  fymptoms  of  diforder  of  the  digeftive 
organs,  which  have  been  already  enumerated 
as  arifing  from  a lefs  degree  of  local  irritation, 
with  fuch  confequent  difeafes  as  originate 
' from  fuch  diforder,  and  which  will  be  men- 
tioned in  the  fubfequent  part  of  this  paper. 

In  order  to  enquire  more  particularly  into 
the  nature  of  this  diforder  of  the  digeftive 
organs,  I have  examined  the  bodies  of  a con- 
fiderable  number  of  perfons  who  have  died 
of  difeafed  joints,  lumbar  abfcefics,  and  other 
great  local  difeafes.  I knew  that  thefe  pa- 
tients had  their  digeftive  organs  difordered  in 
the  manner  that  I have  deferibed,  and  that 
in  many  of  them  the  fecretion  of  bile  had 
been  fupprefled  for  a great  length  of  time,  and, 
vvfhen  it  was  renewed,  that  it  was  very  defi- 
cient in  quantity,  and  faulty  in  quality  : yet, 
on  dift'ection,  no  alteration  was  difeovered  in 
the  ftru6ture  of  the  chylopoietic  vifeera, 
which  could  be  decidedly  pronounced  to  be 
the  cffe£t  of  difeafe.  It  naturally  excites  fur- 
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prife,  that  fuch  a ftate  of  irritation,  and  im- 
perfect performance  of  the  natural  fundlions 
of  thefe  parts,  fhould  exift  for  fo  long  a time, 
as  in  many  cafes  it  is  known  to  do,  without 
producing'  organic  difeafe  Hill  I believe  it 
may  be  fet  down  as  a truth,  (which  -has 
been  verified  by  eveiy  obfervation  I have 
made,)  that  a ftate  of  irritation  leads  to 
thofe  difeafed  vafcular  a6tions,  which  pro- 
duce an  alteration  of  ftruclure  in  the  irritated 
parts. 

However,  where  the  difordered  ftate  of  the 
bowels  had  been  of  longer  duration,  I have 
found  the  villous  coat  of  the  inteftines  fwoln, 
pulpy,  turgid  with  blood,  and  apparently 
inflamed,  and  fometimes  ulcerated  ; and  thefe 
appearances  have  been  moft  manifeft  in  the 
large  inteftines.  Having  obferved  repeatedly 
in  diffedtions  of  thefe  cafes,  that  the  large  in- 
teftines were  more  difeafed  than  the  fmall 
ones,  it  occurred  to  me,  that  the  fadl  might 
be  accounted  for  in  the  following  manner : If 
, digeftion  is  incomplete,  the  undigefted  food 
muft  be  liable  to  chemical  changes,  and  the 
produdls  refulting  from  this  caufe,  are 

likely 
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likely  to  be  moft  ftimulating  to  the  large  in- 
teftines.  Indeed,  in  advanced  ftages  of  this 
diforder,  mucus  and  jelly  tinged  with  blood 
are  difcharged,  and  it  feems  probable  that  a 
kind  of  chronic  dyfentery  may  be  thus 
induced. 

\ 

In  fome  inftanccs,  'Oidiere  the  diforder  had 
cxifted  for  many  years,  the  bowels  have  been 
difeafed  throughout  their  fubftance  j the  in- 
ternal coat  being  ulcerated,  and  the  peritoneal 
covering  inflamed,  fo  that  the  convolutions  of 
the  inteftines  were  agglutinated  to  each  other. 
In  thefe  cafes  the  liver,  and  fometimes  the 
fpleen  alfo,  were  much  difeafed,  being  tuber- 
culated  in  every  part.  Such  is  the  refult  of 
the  information  which  I have  obtained  by 
difTe6lion. 

Accurate  attention  to  the  fubje6^‘,  efpecially 
in  medical  cafes,  may  lead  to  important  fub- 
divifions,  which  I have  not  yet  been  able  to 
make.  But  when  I find  that  irritation  of  the 
nervous  fyltem,  however  it  may.  originate^ 
deranges  the  chylopoietic  organs,  and  affects 
the  ftomach,  bowels,  and  liver,  apparently  at 
. , the 
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the  fame  time,  I think  it  fair  to  infer,  that 
thefe  organs  are  equally  operated  on  by  the 
lame  caufe.  Diforders  of  the  brain  may  affedt 
the  chylopoietic  organs ; and  it  is  well  known 
that  this  influence  is  reciprocal.  The  ftomacli 
is  faid  to  be  chiefly  concerned  in  producing 
thefe  effedts  but  the  caufes  of  the  fympathetic 
afledlion  are  probably  more  general.  A fit  of 
paflion  has  produced  jaundice  ; and  the  irri- 
tation of  teething  in  children  frequently  fuf- 
pends  the  fecretion  of  bilej  fo  that  the  ftools 
are  not  in  the  leafl:  degree  tinged  with  that 
fluid.  If  the  head  can  thus  afledt  the  liver,  it 
is  reafonable  to  infer,  that  the  liver  may  reci- 
procally affedl  the  head.  It  is  very  difficult 
to  form  an  opinion  relative  to  this  fubjedf ; 
for,  in  the  inftances  which  have  been  mention- 
ed, the  afledlion  of  the  liver  may  take  place, 
only  becaufe  it  forms  a part  of  the  digeftive 
organs,  and  not  from  a diredl  fympathy  exift- 
ing  between  it  and  the  head.  Still,  however,  I 
do  not  think  it  unreafonable  to  conclude  that 
irritation  of  the  other  chylopoietic  organs., 
may,  as  well  as  that  of  the  ftomach,  diforder 
the  fource  of  fenfation. 
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To  difplay  how  much  hepatic  irritation 
may  afFe6l  the  fenforium  and  confequently 
theVhole  nervous  fyftem,  I infeit  the  follow- 
ing cafe : 

CASE  II 

A gentleman  applied  to  me  with  a thicken- 
ed and  tender  ftate  of  the  perioftcum  of  his 
tibia.  This  difeafe  had  troubled  him  for 
more  than  a year,  but  became  at  laft  fo  ex- 
tremely painful  that  he  declared  he  had  not 
flept  for  three  months,  and  that  his  life  was 
fo  intolerable  that  he  refolved  to  undergo  a 
coirrfe  of  mercury,  even  though  in  the  opinion 
of  thofe  furgeons  whom  he  had  confulted, 
his  difeafe  was  not  venereal.  This  duration 
of  the  difeafe,  as  it  had  made  no  greater  pro- 
grefs,  induced  me  to  coincide  in  the  opinion 
which  had  been  given  him.  His  tongue  was 
much  furred,  his  appetite  was  moderate,  and 
he  was  not  confeious  that  his  digeftion  was 
otherwdfe  than  good.  His  bowels  were  per- 
fe6Uy  regular.  I defircd  him  to  take  five 
grains  of  the  pilul.  hydrarg.  every  fecond 
night } but  before  he  took  them  to  remark 
the  colour  of  the  difeharges  from  his  bowels, 
and  to  obferve  whether  the  medicine  produced 
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any  change  of  it.  In  a week’s  time  he  called 
upon  me,  and  faid,  I come  to  tell  you  the 
ftrangeft  thing  that  perhaps  you  ever  heard, 
which  is,  that  I a6lually  do  not  know  the 
precife  fpot  where  the  lump  on  my  fhin  was 
fituatcd,  and  doubtlefs  thefe  pills  which  you 
direfbed  arc  a moft  wonderful  compound  of 
opium.  The  firftgave  mefleep,  which  I had  not 
had  for  three  months.  After  taking  a fecond, 
I have  flept  foundly  all  night,  and  feel  myfelf 
alert  in  the  day.  Every  other  preparation  of 
opium,  which  I have  taken,  failed  in  produc- 
ing deep,  and  made  me  ill  during  the  fucceed- 
ing  day.  After  all,  continued  he,  it  cannot 
be  the  pills  that  have  made  me  well,  for  they 
have  had  no  perceptible  elfe6l  on  me.  I 
alked  him,  had  he,  as  I requefted  him,  re- 
marked the  colour  of  the  alvine  difehargees  ? 
He  replied,  he  had,  and  that  before  he  took 
the  medicine  they  were  (to  ufe  the  patient’s 
own  words)  as  black  as  his  hat,  and  now  they 
were  of  the  colour  of  a ripe  Seville  orange. 
The  great  relief  arifmg  from  the  corre6fion 
of  the  biliary  fecretion  was  not  to  me  fo 
Ifrange,  as  the  patient  expedbed.  It  is  doubt- 
lefs fuch  remarks  that  have  impreiled  fome 
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medical  men  with  the  opinion  that  the  liver 
was  the  root  of  the  evil  in  all  diforders  of 
the  digeftive  organs. 

Cafes  like  the  prefent,  (and  fcveral  fimilar 
ones  will  be  found  recorded  in  this  work,) 
appear  to  me  highly  valuable  on  many  ac- 
counts, They  fliew  that  hepatic  diforder 
may  diifurb  the  fenforium,  either  immedi  - 
ately  or  intermediately,  by  difordering  other 
organs  concerned  in  digeftion  j they  Ihew  how 
diforders  of  the  abdominal  vifeera  may  be- 
come the  caufc  of  various  other  difeafes,  by 
difttirbing  the  fource  of  fenfation  and  ner- 
vous energy  ; and  they  further  fhew  that 
imirritating  and  undebilitating  dofes  of 
mercury  have,  probably  by  their  local  adHon 
in  the  bowels,  a great  influence  in  corredling 
the  fecretion  of  bile,  and  by  this  means  of 
relieving  hepatic  irritation. 

Nothing  in  pathology  is  more  generally 
admitted,  than  the  reciprocal  operation  of  dif- 
orders of  the  head  and  of  the  digeftive  organs 
on  each  other  ; yet  the  exceptions  to  this 
general  rule  cleferve  to  be  remarked  in  a com- 

prehenflve 
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prehenfive  examination  of  the  fubje6t.  Some 
perfon's  have  great  diforder  of  the  digeftive 
organs,  without  any  apparent  affedtion  of 
the  nervous  fyftem ; and  even  difeafes  df  a 
fatal  nature  may  take  place  in  the  former 
organs,  without  affedfing  the  latter.  Indeed, 
if  we  examine  any  of  the  moft  evidently  fym- 
pathetic  affedfions,  we  fliall  find  the  fame 
exceptions.  The  ftomach  generally  fympa- 
thizes  with  diforder  of  the  uterus,  but  it 
does  not  invariably  do  fo. 

Many  of  the  fymptoms  recorded  in  the  de- 
fcription  of  the  ftate  of  health  of  thofe  per- 
fons  who  are  aftedfed  by  diforder  in  the  digef- 
tive  organs,  denote  a difturbance  of  the  ner- 
vous and  mufcular  powers.  When  we  ob- 
ferve  this  compound  diforder  we  can  feldom 
determine  which  were  the  primarily  affe6fed 
organs.  General  nervous  irritation  may  have 
preceded  the  diforder  of  the  ftomach  and 
bowels,  or  may  have  been  caufed  by  it.  The 
hiftory  will  generally  fhew,  that  the  derange- 
ment of  the  digeftive  organs  is  fecondary. 
When  it  arifes  from  local  irritation,  it  can 
be  produced  only  through  the  medium  of 
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the  fenforium.  When  it  is  idiopathic,  it  fre- 
quently originates  in  caufes  which  affedl  the 
nervotis  fyftcm  primarily ; fuch  as  anxiety, 
too  great  exertion  of  mind  or  body,  and  im- 
pure air.  Sedentary  habits  and  irregularities  of 
diet  are  caufes  which  may  be  fuppofed  to  a6t 
locally  on  the  organs  themfelves.  Neiwous 
irritability  and  weaknefs  are  not  perhaps  fuf- 
ceptible  of  a direct  cure  by  medicine ; but 
the  diforders  of  the  digeftive  organs  are  more 
corrigible  by  medical  remedies.  In  pradtice, 
thefe  require  our  chief  attention  ; and  if  their 
diforders  be  corredled,  all  nervous  irritation 
frequently  ceafes,  and  health  is  reltored.  In 
many  inftances  the  nervous  irritation,  which 
has  induced  the  difeafe,  is  trivial,  and  would 
foon  ceafe,  were  it  not  kept  up  by  the  re-ac- 
tion of  its  fecondary  fymptoms. 

Whether  this  diforder  of  the  digeftive  or- 
•gans  be  primary  or  fecondary,  it  generally 
produces  *irritation  in  the  brain  j and  thus 
may  caufe  in  many  inftances  adtual  difeafe  of 
that  organ,  as  will  be  ftated  in  the  conclufion 
of  this  paper.  But  derangement  of  the  di- 
geftive organs  arifes,  in  many  cafes,  from  efta- 
' • bliftied 
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blifhed  nervous  diforder : indeed  there  is 

often  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  it  is  dependent 
on,  or  connected  with,  actual  difeafe  of  the 
brain.  In  fuch  cafes,  the  corredtion  of  the 
difordered  fundlions  of  tire  digeftive  organs 
cannot  be  accompliflred  ; and  even  if  it  were 
practicable,  it  would  not  cure  the  nervous 
difeafe.  It  is  however  highly  necdfary  and 
advantageous  to  attend  to  the  diforder  of  the 
digeftive  organs,  where  it  is  only  a fymptora 
of  nervous  difeafe.  The  relief  of  the  former 
will  often  mitigate,  though  it  cannot  cure  the 
latter 

The 

* The  ingenious  Mr,  John  Bell  has  of  late  publifliecl  an 
opinion,  that  all  nervous  diforders  depend  on  the  circula- 
tion of  blood  in  the  brain.  The  opinion  is  founded  on  this 
dogma ; the  brain  being  infenfible,  there  can  be  no  fuch 
thing  as  nervous  irritation.  Believing  fimilar  opinions  to 
be  prevalent  in  the  profeflion,  I think  it  worth  enquiring, 
whether,  if  the  motion  of  a worm  in  the  ftomach  produces 
temporary  blindnefs  or  convulfions,  there  be  not  fome 
nervous  irritation  ? If  a man  has  his  leg  amputated  on  ac- 
count of  \i  compound  frafture,  and  afterwards  becomes 
delirious  and  dies  ; I grant  that  fullnefs  of  the  vefTels  of 
theheadwillbe  found  on  diiTeclion  j but  was  notthe  vafcular 
aftion  caufed  by  preceding  nervous  irritation  ? The  fame 
fullnefs  of  veffels  and  figns  of  inflammation  are  found  in 
thofe  who  die  of  fevers  j but  do  not  the  miafmata  which 
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The  connexion  of  local  difeafewith  general 
diforder  has  been  often  remarked  > it  has  been 
formerly  attributed  to  impurity  of  the  fluids; 
a theory  which  is  not  irrational,  Imperfe61: 
digeflion  muft  influence  the  qualities  of  the 
blood,  and  all  parts  of  the  body  may  be  af- 
fc6fed  from  this  fource.  * But  in  accounting 
for  the  reciprocal  influence  of  diforders  of 
the  head  and  the  digeflive  organs  on  each 
other,  the  modern  explanation  of  thefe  phae- 
noniena,  by  means  of  fympathies,  is  perhaps 
preferable.  Affli6Hng  intelligence  will  de- 
ffroy  the  appetite  and  produce  a white 
tongue  in  a healthy  perfon ; and  a blow  on 
the  flromach  diforders  the  head.  Thefe  phae- 
nomena  take  place  independently  of  the  blood, 
and  can  only  be  explained  by  admitting  that 
diffurbance  of  one  organ  immediately  affe6fs 
another. 


caufe  them  afFe6t  the  brain,  and  fuddenly  impair  and  difr 
turb  its  energy,  and  is  not  then  the  vafcular  a£Hon  a con- 
fequence  ? I would  afk  too,  pra£tical]y,  does  blood-letting 
cure  diforders  in  which  there  is  a fullnefs  of  the  velTels  of 
the  head.  It  muR be  granted,  thatinmany  inllances  it  tem- 
porarily alleviates  them,  but  in  others  it  fails  to  relieve  and 
even  aggravates  them. 

The 
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The  writings  of  the  ancients  abound  with 
paflages,  in  which  local  difeafes  are  attributed 
to  afFe6lions  of  the  abdominal  vifcera,  and 
the  fame  fa6l  has  been  noticed  by  feveral  of 
the  moderns.  The  French  furgeons  appear 
to  be  very  felicitous  to  keep  the  bowels  in  a 
cool  and  tranquil  ftate;  and  Deffault  afcribes 
the  origin  of  eryfipelas  to  a bilious  caufe. 
The  German  furgeons,  Richter  and  Schmuck- 
tr,  attribute  many  local  difeafes  to  gaftric  af- 
fections 5 and  in  Italy,  Scarpa  views  the  fub- 
jeCt  in  the  fame  light.  The  Englifli  practi- 
tioners feem  to  have  been  lefs  attentive  to  this 
clafs  of  diforders  ; infoniuch  that  Fifcher,  a 
German,  who  publilhed  an  account  of  the 
ftate  of  medicine  in  this  country,  exprefles 
his  furprife  that  the  Englifh  fhould  be  fo 
little  acquainted  with  gaftric  difeafes.  I know 
not  exactly  what  ideas  thefe  gentlemen  may 
annex  to  the  terms  gaftric  and  bilious  difor- 
ders, fince  they  do  not  particularly  defer! be 
them.  I have  reprefented  the  fubjeCt  in  the 
foregoing  pages,  as  it  has  appeared  to  me  on 
the  molt  attentive  examination. 

There  is  alfo  an  excellent  differtation,  in 

which 
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wliich  the  effe6ls  and  treatment  of  dilorders 
of  the  digeftive  organs  are  particularly  de- 
feribed,  inferred  in  the  eighth  volume  of  the 
Memoires  de  la  Societe  Royale  dc  Medicine 
of  Paris  for  tlic  year  1806,  at  page  310,  en- 
titled Refledf  ions  fur  leTraitment  de  la  Manie 
atrabilaire  compare  a celui  de  plufieurs 
autres  Maladies  clironiques,  & fur  les  Avan- 
tages  de  la  Methode  evacuante,  par  M.  Halle. 
After  deferibing  the  difchai'ges  from  the 
bowels  in  atrabiliary  mania,  he  obferves,  that 
a fimilarftate  of  thofe  organs  is  found  in  other 
difeafes,  namely  dropfy,  hypocondriafis,  ac- 
companied with  difficulty  of  breathing  and 
palpitation,  obflinate  coughs,  and  a great 
number  of  very  different  difeafes ; to  all  of 
which  the  fame  treatment  is  applicable. 
That  the  extremely  prejudicial  confequenccs 
of  diforders  of  the  ffomach  and  bowels  have 
been  noticed  at  all  times  by  perfons  of  obfer- 
vation,  and  particularly  by  thofe  who  are  in 
the  habit  of  judging  of  their  Rate  by  their  ex- 
cretions, is  lufficiently  evident.  The  antients 
fought  to  corvtd:  the  error  by  purging  with 
hellebore, and  the  moderns  by  more  compound 
purges,  to  ufc  the  words  of  M.  Halle,  par  le 

melange 
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melange  cle  purgatifs  refineux  6c  des  mercii- 
riaux.  I have  not,  however,  met  with  any 
phyfiological  inveftigation  of  the  nature  of 
thefe  difeafes,  nor  of  the  rational  objects  of 
cure.  It  is  to  promote  fuch  an  inveftigation, 
that  I have  laid  before  tlie  public  the  fa6ls 
which  have  come  under  my  obfervation,  and 
the  reflections  to  which  they  have  given  rife. 

In  inveftigating  the  connexion  between 
local  difeafes  and  diforder  of  the  health  in 
general,  I can  perceive,  that  failure  in  the 
functions  and  irritation  of  the  digeftive  or- 
gans may  aCt  prejudicially  on  the  fyftem  in 
general  in  various  ways.  They  may  produce 
weiknefs,  for  ftrength  and  vigour  feem  to 
arife  from  the  converflon  of  our  food  into 
perfe6l  blood.  They  may  produce  an  im- 
piu'e  ftate  of  that  fluid,  and  they  may  pro- 
duce great  irritation  of  the  bi'ain,  and  thus 
influence  the  whole  body.  However,  what  I 
have  to  obferve  refpeCHng  the  caufes  and 
cure  of  local  difeales  will  be  moft  properly 
introduced  and  beft  underftood  after  the  cafes 
have  been  recorded,  upon  which  the  opinions 
have  been  founded. 


The 
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The  refult  of  all  thefe  obfervations,  which 
I have  been  able  to  make,  relative  to  this 
fubjedV,  has  induced  me  to  believe  that  the 
diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs,  caufed  by  the 
various  circumftances  which  have  been  re- 
cited, confills  in  a weaknefs  and  irritability 
of  the  affected  parts,  accompanied  by  a defi- 
ciency or  depravity  of  the  fluids  fecreted 
by  them,  and  upon  the  healthy  qualities  of 
which  the  due  performance  of  their  func- 
tions feems  to  depend.  This  opinion  is  de- 
duced immediately  from  the  confideration  of 
the  fymptoms,  and  confirmed  by  all  the 
collateral  evidence,  which  we  can  colledl. 
The  duration  of  the  affedlion,  without  fatal 
confequences,  fhews  that  it  is  a diforder  of 
functions,  and  not  a difeafe  of  ftrufture.  Dif- 
fe6tions  confirm  the  opinion.  Blows  which 
excite  general  irritation  of  the  digeftive  or- 
gans, produce  alfo  the  fymptoms  which 
chara6terize  the  like  diforder,  when  it  arifes 
from  nervous  irritation,  or  is  excited  by  in- 
temperance. I doubt  not  but  every  one  will, 
on  refledtion,  confider  the  diforders  of  the  di- 
geftive organs  to  be  of  the  firft  importance, 
and  will  perceive  the  propriety  of  diligently 
, enquiring 
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enquiring  into  their  nature,  that  we  may  know 
them  when  they  exill,  and  that  our  at- 
tempts to  remedy  them  may  be  conducted 
on  rational  principles.  This  confideration 
will,  I truft,  vindicate  me  for  employing  fo 
much  time  in  an  inveftigatiop  which,  per- 
haps, fome  may  confider  as  tedious  and  un- 
profitable. 

Occafional  Effects  of  Diforder  of  the  digejiive 

Organs. 

IT  is  generally  admitted,  that  diforders  of 
the  chylopoietic  vifcera  will  afte6l  tlie  fource 
of  fenfation,  and  confequently  the  whole 
body  ; but  the  variety  of  difeafes,  which  may 
refult  from-  this  caufe,  has  not  been  duly 
weighed  and  refledled  on. 

It  may  produce  in  the  nervous  fyftem  a 
diminution  of  the  funftions  of  the  brain,  or 
a ftate  of  excitation,  caufing  delirium ; par- 
tial nervous  inactivity  and  infenfibility,  or 
the  oppofite  ftate  of  irritation  and  pain.  It 
may  produce  in  the  mufcular  fyidem,  wcak- 
ncfs,  tremors,  and  palfy  ; or  the  contrary 

affcc- 
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affe6lions  of  rpafm  and  convulfions.  It  may 
excite  fever  by  difturbing  the  a6Hons  of  the 
fangniferous  fyftem  ; and  caufe  various  local 
difeafes  by  the  nervous  irritation,  which  it 
produces,  and  by  the  weaknefs,  which  is  con- 
fequent  on  nervous  diforder  or  imperfe6t  chy- 
lification.  Or  if  local  difeafes  occur  in  a con- 
ftitution  deranged  in  the  manner  whicli  I have 
defci'ibed,  they  will  become  peculiar  in  their 
nature  and  progrefs,  and  difficult  of  cure.  Af-' 
feftions  of  all  thofe  parts  which  have  a con- 
tinuity of  furface  with  the  ftomach  j as  the 
throat,  mouth,  lips,  fkin,  eyes,  nofe,  and  ears, 
may  be  originally  caufed  or  aggravated  by 
* this  complaint.  I mull  obferve,  before  I pro- 
ceed to  the  relation  of  cales,  that  fuch  a dif- 
order of  the  digeftive  organs  as  I have  de- 
feribed  exifted  in  every  inftance.  I do  not  take 
upon  myfelf  to  fay  that  it  was  the  primary 
caufe  of  the  general  derangement  of  the  con- 
flitution,  with  which  the  local  difeafe  appeared 
to  be  conne6ledj  it  niight  have  been  the 
confequence,  as  indeed  has  been  ftated  in 
thefe  preliminary  obfervations. 

Treatment. 

I ffiall  now  proceed  to  mention  the  plan 

which 
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which  I have  purfued  in  the  treatment  of 
thefe  diforders,  when  they  have  been  con- 
ne6led  with  fur^cal  difeafes : with  what 
degree  of  fuccefs,  the  folio vving  cafes  will 
demonftrate.  I do  not  feel  altoo;ether 
competent  to  give  full  dire6Hons  relative  to 
this  fubjecl ; becaufe  I have  never  attended 
to  medical  cafes  with  that  degree  of  ob- 
fervation  which  would  lead  me  properly  to 
appreciate  the  efficacy  of  different  medicines, 
when  adminiftered  either  in  their  fimple  or 
compounded  forms.  The  fubjecf  is  fo  im- 
portant, that  the  public  would  be  highly 
indebted  to  any  pradlitioner,  who  would 
point  out  the  varieties  of  thefe  difeafes,  and 
the  appropriate  modes  of  cure.  The  method 
of  treatment,  which  I have  adopted,  is  fimple, 
and  founded  on  the  opinions  I have  formed  of 
the  nature  of  the  difeafe,  and  on  phyfiological 
views  of  the  fundtions  of  the  affecfed  organs. 
Believing  the  difordered  parts  to  be  in  a 
ftate  of  weaknefs  and  of  irritability,  my 
objedt  has  been,  to  diminiffi  the  former  and 
allay  the  latter.  Believing  alio  that  the  fe- 
cretions  into  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  upon 
the  healthy  ftate  of  which  the  due  perfor- 


mance 


54  ON  THE  CONSTITUTIONAL  ORIGIN, 

mance  of  their  fanclions  depends,  were,  in 
confequence  of  fuch  diforder,  either  deficient 
in  quantity  or  depraved  in  quality ; I have 
endeavoured  to  excite,  by  means  of  medicine, 
a more  copious  and  healthy  fecretion. 

In  conformity  to  thefe  views  of  the  fubjedt, 
the  patients  have  been  recommended  to  be 
particularly  attentive  to  their  diet.  The  food 
fliould  be  nutritious,  and  eafy  of  digeftiori  : 
ftrong  plain  brotlis,  animal  food  of  loofe  tex- 
ture, milk,  eggs,  and  farinaceous  vegetables, 
ai*e  the  articles  which  appear  moft  advifable. 
But,  as  cuftom  and  inclination  have  fo  great 
an  effe6l  in  regulating  the  actions  of  the  fto- 
mach,  I have  contented  myfelf  with  recom- 
mending patients  not  to  eat  any  thing,  which 
it  was  probable  that  they  could  not  digeft. 
It  feems  reafonablc  to  fuppofe,  that,  if  the 
food  be  properly  digefted,  it  will  not  irritate 
the  inteftinal  canal;  but  that,  if  digeftion 
fails,  the  animal  and  vegetable  matters  will 
undergo  chemical  changes  in  their  paffage 
through  the  long  tract  of  inteftines,  and  there- 
by maintain  a fbate  of  irritation  in  thofe 
organs.  I have  urged  patients  not  to  op- 

prefs 


AND  TREATMENT  OF  LOCAL  DISEASES.  65 

prcfs  the  powers  of  the  ftomach  by  too  great 
a quantity  of  food,  nor  to  take  a fecond  meal, 
until  time  has  been  allowed  for  the  digeftion 
of  the  firft,  and  for  the  recovery  of  the 
powers  of  the  ftomach.  Whilft  I have  thus 
advised  patients  to  eat  moderately  and  not 
too  frequently,  I have  alfo  cautioned  them  not 
to  let  the  ftomach  become  irritable  by  too 
long  abftinence.  I have  ordered  five  grains 
of  powdered  rhubarb  an  hour  before  dinner, 
with  a view  of  inviting  fecretions  into  the 
ftomach,  and  of  preparing  it  for  the  office  of 
digeftion.  This  gentle  excitation  perhaps 
Induces  it  to  expel  any  refidue  of  alimentary 
matter,  and  creates  a kind  of  artificial  appe- 
tite ; fo  that  perfons  habitually  fubjedt  to  in- 
digeftion  experience  \T;ry  confiderable  benefit 
from  the  pradlicc.  Where  rhubarb  has  dif- 
agreed,  columbo  has  been  fubftituted. 


The  quantity  of  food  fhould  of  courfe  be 
proportionate  to  the  powers  of  the  ftomach. 
If  it  receives  more  than  it  can  digeft,  no 
nourifhment  is  obtained  from  the  fuper- 
fluous  quantity,'  and  the  undigefted  ali- 
ment not  only  acts  injurioufly  in  the  bowel’s, 
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but  in  the  blood,  and  in  the  urine,  as 
has  been  mentioned.  There  is  alfo  ano- 
ther view  of  the  fubje6l.  Moderation  in 
diet  not  only  infures  the  complete  digeftion 
of  the  aliment,  but  it  prevents  the  blood  vef- 
fels  from  being  overloaded  and  kept  in  a ftate 
of  a6Vion  exhaufting  to  their  ftrength.  When 
alfo  important  organs  may  be  in  a ftate  of 
nervous  irritation  and  diforder  of  fun6lion,  if 
there  be  a plethoric  ftate  of  the  blood  veffels 
at  the  fame  time,  thofe  vafcular  aftions  are 
likely  to  enfue,  which  may  produce  an  al- 
teration of  their  ftruclure,  and  irremediable 
difeafe. 

The  fun6Hon  of  digeftion  will  not,  how- 
ever, uo  on  well,  even^'  where  thefe  circum- 
ftances  have  been  attended  to,  if  the  ftomach 
be  deprived  of  a ftimulus  to  which  it  has 
been  long  accuftomed.  Uneafy  fenfations 
will  be  experienced,  denoting,  if  I may  fo  ex- 
prefs  it,  a dilcontented  ftate  of  this  organ, 
and  a want  of  the  expe^ed  ftimulus.  It  is  on 
this  account  injurious  wholly  to  reftrain  thofe 
patients  from  the  ufe  of  wine  wlio  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  taking  it.  A moderate  quan- 
8 tity 
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tity  of  fuch  a ftimulas  may  be  allowed 
after  dinner,  to  prevent  uneafy  fenfations 
and  to  promote  digeftionj  but  ftrong  fer- 
mented liquors  muft  be  injurious  at  any 
other  period.  It  is  wrong  to  ftimulate  the 
ftomach  when  it  has  no  talk  to  perform. 

1 

Even  our  food  muft  be  confidered  as  ex- 
erting a medicinal  influence  in  diforders  of 
the  ftomach,  when  that  organ  is  irritable.  A 
vegetable  diet  and  abftinence  from  fermented 
liquors  may  tend  to  tranquillize  it.  On  the 
contraiy,  when  it  is  weak  as  well  as  irritable, 
that  aliment  which  is  moft  readily  digefted 
is  to  be  preferred,  and  cordials  are  fometimes 
beneficial.  The  effects  of  food  and  medicine 
can  never  be  confidered  as  refultins:  from 
their  operation  on  the  ftomach  folely,  but 
from  their  conjoint  influence  upon  the  ner- 
vous fyftem  in  general.  Irritability  of  the 
ftomach  may  arife  from  that  of  the  brain, 
and  unftimulating  diet  may  tend  to  tranquil- 
lize the  latter  organ,  and  thereby  alleviate  the 
diforder  of  the  former.  On  the  contrary,  a 
more  generous  diet  may,  by  exciting  the  ner- 
vous fyftem,  produce  that  degree  of  energy 
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in  its  a<^ions,  which  invigorates  the  fio- 
mach,  and  tranquillizes  its  diforder.  It  may 
further  be  obferved  in  fome  cafes,  that  the 
kind  of  medicines  or  diet  which  is  ferviceable 
to  the  flomach,  may  aggravate  the  nervous 
diforder;  and  on  the  contrary,  that  thofe 
means  which  feem^  to  tranquillize  nervous 
irritation  tend  to  diminifli  the  powers  of  the 
flomach. 

Bark  and  ftecl  are  not  uncommonly  given 
in  thefe  difeafes  to  incrcafe  the  powers  of  the 
Ihomach : they  ought,  I think,  to  be  ad- 
miniftered  in  fmall  dofes,  ai;id  never  when 
the  tongue  is  dry  ; as  they  feem  to  fupprefs' 
thofe  fecretions,  which  in  many  cafes  are 
already  deficient and  the  increafe  of  which 
would  tend  to  relieve  irritation  in  the  affedled 
organs.  I mention  this  opinion,  however, 
rather  to  account  to  the  reader  for  thefe  medi- 
cines not  having  been  preferibed  in  the  fubfe- 
quent  cafes,  than  from  any  other  motive ; as 
I do  not  feel  perfedlly  competent  to  decide 
iapon  theii*  degree  or  kind  of  utility. 

Vegetable  diet-drinks  appear  to  me  very 

ufeful 
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■ufeful  in  tranquillizing  and  corredling  dif- 
orders  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  for  this  is 
the  manner  in  which  they  feem  to  be  efficaci- 
ous in  the  cure  of  local  difeafes,  The  vege- 
tables prefcribed  in  the  different  formulae  are 
fo  diffimilar,  that  we  can  fcarcely  fuppofc  that 
they  a6t  fpecifically  upon  the  local  difcafe. 
Even  Sweet-wort  has  obtained  confiderable 
celebrity.  When  diet-drinks  fail  to  correct 
the  diforders  of  the  digeftive  organs,  they  alfo 
fail  to  produce  any  amendment  on  local  dif- 
eafes.  Such  obfeiwations  have  induced  me  to 
believe  that  they  have  the  utility,  which  I 
have  afcribed  to  them,  of  tranquillizing  and 
porredling  diforders  of  the  ftorriach  and  bowels, 
It  is  allowable  to  form  an  opinion  from 
fuch  obfeiwations,  though  I am  fenfible 
of  their  invalidity  as  arguments  to  prove  its 
truth, 

A regular  diurnal  evacuation  of  the  bowels 
is  particularly  neceffary,  fmce  the  detention 
of  the  faeces  muff  prove  irritating  to  thefe 
organs.  Purging  medicines  fometimes  relieve 
ynpleafant  fenfations ; but  they  do  not  in  ge- 
neral produce  even  this  effeft ; aiid  all  adlive 
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purges  feem  to  me  to  increafe  the  diforder 
It  is  natural  to  fuppofe  that  ftrong  ftimuli  • 
will  aggravate  the  unhealthy  condition  of 
weak  and  irritable  parts. 

I haveexpreffed  my  opinion  ofthe  manner  in 
which  the  continued  exhibition  of  purgative 
medicines,  in  fuch  dofes  as  do  not  immedi- 
diately  purge,  relieve  diforders  of  the  digeftive 
organs,  by  producing  morbid  fecrctions 
which  afford  confiderable  relief,,  both  when 
they  occur  fpontaneoufly  or  are  thus  in- 
duced. This  plan  of  pradlice  is  what  Dr. 
Hamilton  has  fuggejfed,  and  the  utility  of 
which  he  hasr  fo  fuccefsfully  elucidated.  I 
am  aware  that  laxative  medicines  may  relieve 
irritation  merely  by  augmenting  the  natural 
fecretions  of  the  vifcera,  and  thus  unloading 
their  veffels  j and  alfo  by  determining  the 
fluids  from  the  head,  when  the  nervous  fymp- 
toms  are  aggravated  by  a plenitude  of  the  vef- 
' fels  of  the  brain.  As  I have  found  the  le- 
nient plan  of  treatment,  (that  of  exciting  the 
periftaltic  a61ion  of  the  bowels,  fo  as  to  in- 
duce them  to  clear  out  the  whole  of  the  re- 
fidue  of  the  food  j v/ithout  irritating  them, 

fo 
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fo  as  to  produce  what  is  ordinarily  called 
purging,;  particularly  fuccefsful,  I have  rare- 
ly deviated  from  it.  I am  not,  therefore, 
warranted  from  experience  in  fpeaking  de- 
cifively  refpedting  the  more  free  ufe  of  pur- 
gative medicines. 

It  is  difficult,  in  many  cafes,  to  regulate 
the  aftions  of  the  bowels  either  by  diet 
or  medicine.  They  are  colli ve  for  a time, 
and  then  fits  of  purging  come  on.  The 
former  Hate  mull  be  obviated,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  latter.  Medicines  which 
excite  a healthy  a6lion  of  the  bowels  in 
one  perlbn,  are  either  inert  or  too  ablive  in 
another.  Dofes,  which  would  have  no  effe6l 
in  a Hate  of  health,  become  purgative  in  this 
diforder ; a circimillance  which  llrews  that  the 
bowels  are  irritable.  There  are  fome  rare  in- 
llances  of  the  contrary,  in  which  it  is  exceed- 
ingly difficult  to  excite  the  a6lions  and  fecre- 
tions  of  thefe  vifeera.  The  obje6l  which  I 
have  had  in  view,  in  all  cafes,  is  to  excite 
the  perillaltic  a6lion  of  the  bowels,  with- 
put  irritating  them,  fo  as  to  induce  them  to 
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pour  forth  and  evacuate  their  own  fluids. 
The  adminiftration  of  purgative  medicines 
in  very  fmall  dofes,  at  regular  intervals,  is  in 
many  cafes  the  befl;  mode  of  effedting  this 
purpofe.  . 

In  giving  purgative  medicines  I have  en  ' 
deavoured  to  combine  them,  fo  as  to  excite 
and  flrengthen  at  the  fame  time.  Rhubarb, 
columbo,  and  kali  vitriolat.  have  been  given 
together}  or  an  infufion  of  gentian 'with 
fenna  or  tincture  of  rhubarb.  When  the  in- 
fufion of  gentian  with  fenna  has  been  given, 
it  has  been  preferibed,  in  the  fubfequeht 
cafes,  according  to  the  following  fonmila, 
which  is  in  ufe  at  St.  Bartholomew’s  hof- 
pital : 

R.  Infuf.  gentian,  comp.  gj. 

Infuf.  fennse,  3 ij. 

Tin6t.  cardamom,  comp.  ^ j.  M.  ' 
Fiat  hauftuS,  bis  quotidie,  vel  pro  re  nata, 
fumendus. 

It  is  fometimes  necelTary  to  increafe  the 
quantity  of  infufion  of  fenna.  I have  found 

in 
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ill  fome  cafes,  that  the  purgative  medicines 
,ind  fpices  diffolved  in  fpirit  and  water,  have 
anfwered  better  than  any  thing  elfe,  in  pro- 
ducing a fufhcient,  but  not  too  copious  dif- 
charge  from  the  bowels.  Equal  parts  of  com- 
pound tinclure  of  rhubarb  and  fenna  is  the 
formula  to  which  I allude.  When  irrita- 
tion in  the  large  inteftines  has  been  denoted 
by  the  mixture  of  mucus  and  jelly  with  the 
faeces,  and  fudden  and  urgent  calls  to  void 
them,  I have  advifed  oily  and  mucilaginous 
medicines  as  aperients : as  caftor  oil,  mixed 
with  a large  proportion  of  mucilage.  My 
foie  objedl,  however,  has  been  to  regulate 
the  hate  of  the  bowels  j and  'when  they  have 
been  regular  without  medicine,  I have  rarely 
recommended  any. 

At  the  fame  time,  I have  not  been  inat- 
tentive to  the  error  in  the  biliary  fecretion, 
which  exifts  in  the  greater  number  of  thefe 
cafes.  I have  endeavoured  to  corredt  this 
error  by  the  adminiftration  of  fuch  final  1 dofes 
of  mercury,  as  do  not  irritate  the  bowels,  and 
are  not  likely  to  alfedl  the  conflitution,  even 
though  perfevered  in  for  a confiderable  time. 

12.  In 
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In  this  ftate  of  the  digeflivc  organs,  calomd, 
in  fmall  quantities,  fometimes  proves  irri- 
tating. I have  combined  it,  as  in  Plummer  s 
pill,  and  have  given  one  grain  every  other 
night.  Where  this  dofe  produced  uneafy 
fen  rations,  cradled  as  an  aperient,  five  grains 
of  the  pil.  hydrarg.  were  fubllituted  in  its 
place ; and  even  this  quantity  has  been  dimi- 
nifhed  in  feme  cafes.  When  it  appeared 
necelTary,  on  account  of  the  biliary  fecretion, 
and  when  the  calomel  did  not  irritate  the 
bowels,  I have  increafed  the  dofe.  The  re- 
lief, which  arises  from  the  increafe  or  cor- 
' redfion  of  the  biliary  fecretion,  in  the  majority 
of  thefe  cafes,  fnews  how  much  the  liver  is 
concerned  in  caufing  or  aggravating  the 
fymptoms  in  thefe  difeafes.. 

There  are  numerous  and  undoubted  proofs 
of  the  utility  of  mercury,  in  corredting  and 
augmenting  the  biliary  fecretion ; but  the 
mode  of  adminiftcring  it  has  not,  perhaps, 
been  fufficiently  attended  to.  I have  known 
patients,  who  had  voided  nothing  but  blackilh 
llools  for  fome  months,  difeharge  faeces  of 
a light  yellow  colour,  denoting  a healthy, 

but 
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but  deficient  fecretion  of  bile,  upon  taking 
fuch  fmall  dofes  of  mcrcmy.  The  effect  of 
this  change  on  the  conftitution  and  fpirits 
has  been  furprifingly  great ; though  the  ff  ate 
of  the  ftomach  did  not  appear  to  be  altered. 
The  ufe  of  mercury  by  inunction,  fometimes 
acts  beneficially,  in  correcting  the  biliary' 
fecretion  ; but  if  the  conftitution  be  irritated, 
and  weakened  by  that  medicine,  the  adtions 
of  the  liver  are  difturbed  ; and  the  digeftive 
organs  in  general,  become  deranged.  Mer- 
cury, in  my  opinion,  adts  moft  certainly  and 
efficacioufly,  when  taken  into  the  bowels, 
and  a much  fmaller  quantity  will  fuffice, 
when  its  application  is  in  this  manner  ren- 
dered chiefly  local. 

Although  experience  has  made  me  think 
veiy  highly  of  the  efficacy  of  fmall  dofes  of 
mercury,  in  exciting  and  corredting  the  bili- 
ary fecretion ; yet  it  ought  to  be  mejitioned, 
that  in  fome  few  cafes,  this  medicine  fails  to 
produce  its  ufual  effedts,  and  that  the  biliary 
fecretion  becomes  healthy  without  its  admi- 
niftration. 
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Fa6ls  are  wanting,  to  enable  us  to  afcertain, 
whether  mercury  • meliorates  and  augments 
the  fecretions  of  the  other  digcftive  organs, 
as  it  does  that  of  the  liver.  The  ftomach 
frequently  appears  worfe  during  its  employ- 
ment, whilft  the  ftools  are  confiderably 
better;  I have,  in  fuch  cafes,  difcontinued 
the  medicine,  and  returned  to  it  again  if  the 
ftate  of  the  liver  made  it  neceflary.  When 
benefit  is  obtained  from  a fmall  quantity  of 
medicine,  we  naturally  expect  an  increafed 
advantage  from  an  augmented  dofe  ; this  is 
fo  natural  an  error,  that  an  admonition 
againft  it  appears  neceffary.  I have  obferved 
in  fome  inftances,  where  fmall  doles  of  mer- 
cury have  unexpe6ledly  affe6ted  the  mouth, 
that  confiderable  benefit  feemed  to  arife  from 
this  circumftance.  Yet  it  is  wrong,  in  gene- 
ral, to  augment  the  dofe  of  the  medicine,  fo 
as  to  create  even  local  irritation  in  the  bowels 
by  it.  The  various  effe6ls  of  mercury  in  dif- 
orders  of  the  digeftive  organs  cannot,  I think, 
be  underfiiood,  but  by  confidering,  not  merely 
its  local  operation  on  thefe  organs,  but  alfo 
its  a6fion  on  the  conftitution  at  large.  When 
we  fee  the  biliary  fecretion  correfled  by  a few 
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grains  of  the  piliil.  hydrarg.,  as  in  the  fecond 
cafe,  we  cannot  but  believe  its  aflion  to  be 
local.  When  the  medicine  is  given  in  larger 
dofes,  it  exerts  an  influence  on  the  whole  con- 
ftitution,  and  alters  the  jflate  of  the  nervous 
fyftem.  It  thus  controuls  difeafes  dependant 
on  an  irritable  and  difturbed  ftate  of  the  ner- 
vous fun<5lions : this  I think  I fliall  be  able  to 
Ihew  by  cafes  related  in  that  part  of  this 
book  which  treats  on  difeafes  induced  by  the 
abforption  of  morbific  animal  poifons  ^ and 
thus  mercury  may  relieve  diforders  of  the  di- 
geftive  organs  by  relieving  the  nervous  diforder 
which  caufed  them.  But  when  mercury  is 
given  in  Hill  larger  dofes,  as  it  is  for  the  cure 
of  fyphilis,  it  never  fails  to  irritate  and  weak- 
en the  conftitution,  and  thus  to  diforder  the 
digeftive  organs.  Perfons  who  are  falivated 
have,  as  far  as  I have  remarked,  the  func- 
tions of  the  liver  and  digeitive  organs  con- 
Hantly  difturbed  by  that  procefs.  I cannot, 
therefore,  but  think  that  it  is  wrong  to  ufc 
mercury  in  hepatic  afte(ftions  to  that  extent, 
which  would  diforder  the  fundlions  of  the 
liver,  if  they  were  previoufly  healthy.  In 
the  majority  of  cafes  the  diforder  has  exifted 
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for  a long  time,  and  has  become  habitual ; 
therefore  it  is  not  likely  to  be  cured  fuddenly. 
For  this  rcafon,  we  Ihould  adapt  our  treat- 
ment to  the  more  rational  expectation  of 
effefting  a gradual  recoveiy  than  a fudden 
cure.  The  moft  judicious  treatment  will 
not  remedy  the  difeafe,  if  the  exciting  caufes 
continue  to  operate ; fuch  as  improprieties  of 
diet,  agitation  of  mind,  fedentary  habits,  oi 
impure  air. 

The  follov/ing  cafes  will  afford  fufficient 
tcllimony  of  the  efficacy  of  fuch  fimple  treat-  ' 
ment,  as  I have  recommended.  In  fome  in- 
veterate cafes,  apparently  depending  on  efta- 
blifhed  nervous  diforder,  it  has  been  ineffec- 
tual. U nder  fuch  circumftances,  the  nervous 
affeflion  appears  to  require  the  principal 
attention. 

When  the  ffate  of  the  health  required  it,, 
or  the  difeafe  did  not  yield  to  the  treatment, 
which  I have  deferibed,  I have  referred  the 
cafe  to  the  phyfician  j under  whofe  diredlion 
benefit  has  been  obtained  by  medicines  of 
more  activity  than  thofe  which  I had  ven- 
tured 
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tared  to  recommend,  conjoined  with  tonics, 
and  thofe  medicines  which  are  ufually  termed 
nervous. 

In  inveftigating  the  treatment  of  thcfe  dif- 
orders,  it  is  neceffaiy  to  afcertain,  not  only 
what  medicine  is  beneficial,  but  alfb  what 
change  it  produces  in  the  circumflances  of 
the  diforder.  The  adminiftration  of  a medi- 
cine may  in  one  cafe  be  fucceeded  by  a dif- 
charge  of  bile,  and  a ftriking  relief  from  long- 
continued  and  diftrefsfui  feelings : yet  the 
fame  medicine  may  be  given  in  many  other 
inffances  without  the  fame  confequence.  Was 
the  change,  then,  in  this  inftance  accidental  ? 
or  inuft  it  be  attributed  to  fome  unnoticed 
peculiarity  in  the  difeafe  or  conftitution  ? 

I have  generally  explained  to  the  patients 
the  objedls  which  I had  in  view,  in  correct- 
ing difbrders  of  the  digeftiv'e  organs,  by  fay- 
ing that  there  are  three  things  whictj  I confi- 
der  as  right  and  necelTary  to  the  cure  of  dil- 
order.  Firft,  that  the  ftoinach  fliould  thorough- 
ly digefl  all  the  food  that  is  put  into  it.  The 
patient  perceiving  the  neceffity  of  obtaining 
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this  end,  becomes  attentive  to  his  diet,  and  ob- 
ferves  the  efFe£l\vhich  the  quantity  and  qua- 
lity of  his  food  and  medicines  h-ave  upon  his 
feelings,  and  the  apparent  powers  of  his  fto- 
mach.  Secondly,  that  the  refidue  of  the  food 
fhould  be  daily  difcharged  from  the  bowels  : 
here  too,  the  patient  apprized  of  the  defign, 
notes  what  kind  and  dofe  of  purgative  medi- 
cine bed:  effefl  the  intention  j and  whether 
it  anfwers  better  if  taken  at  once,  or  at 
intervals.  Thirdly,  that  the  fecretion  of  bile 
lliould  be  right,  both  with  refpe6l  to  quan- 
tity and  quality.  In  cafes  wherein  I he  fecretion 
of  bile  has  been  for  a long  time  deficient  or 
faulty,  I recommend,  as  I have  faid,  unirritat- 
ing and  undebilitating  dofes  of  mercury  to  be 
taken  every  fecond  or  third  night,  till  the  ftools 
become  of  a rhubarb  colour.  This  ir.ode  of 
exhibiting  the  medicine  has  at  lead:  the  ad- 
vantage of  being  innocent,  and  if  months 
elapfe  before  the  objefl  is  accomplilhed  we 
cannot  wonder  at  the  tardinefs  of  the  cure,., 
when  we  confider  the  probable  duration  of 
the  diforder,  prior  to  our  attempts  to  cor- 
refl  it.  The  patient  is  relieved  in  pro- 
portion as  the  end  is  accompliflied,  which 
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feelingly  induces  him  to  perfevere  in  fuch 
innocent  rneafures.  By  thus  engaging  the 
co-operation  of  the  patient,  the  praftitioner 
will,  in  my  opinion,  derive  conhderable  ad- 
vantage in  the  treatment  of  the  cafe. 

Whenever  circumftances  would  permit,  I 
have  recommended  the  patients  to  take  as 
much  exercife  as  they  could,  fliort  of  pro- 
ducing fatigue ; to  live  much  in  the  open 
air ; and,  if  poffible,  not  to  fuffer  their  minds 
to  be  agitated  by  anxiety,  or  fatigued  by  ex- 
ertion. The  advantages  of  exercife  in  nervous 
diforders,  upon  which  thofe  of  the  digeftive 
organs  in  general  fo  greatly  depend,  appear  to 
me  very  ibriking.  It  were  to  be  wifhcd  that 
we  had  fome  index  to  denote  the  ftrength  and 
irritability  of  the  nervous  fyftem,  ferving  as 
the  pulfe  does  with  regard  to  the  fanguiferous 
organs.  Perhaps  the  ftrength,  agility,  and 
indefatigability  of  the  mufcles  may  be  regard- 
ed as  the  fureft  evidence  of  energy  of  nervous 
power  and  bodily  vigour.  If  this  were 
granted,  however,  it  w^ould  follow  that  many 
perfons,  poffefling  great  nervous  power,  have 
neverthelefs  great  nervous  irritability.  Many 

VOL.  I.  G 


82  ON  THE  CONSTITUTIONAL  ORIGIN, 

people,  who  are  exU'emely  irritable  and  hypo- 
condrical,  and  are  conllantly  obliged  to  take 
medicines  to  regulate  their  bowels  whilft  they 
live  an  inadlive  life,  no  longer  fufter  from 
nervous  irritation,  or  require  aperient  medi- 
cines, when  they  ufe  exercife  to  a degree  that 
would  be  exceflive  in  ordinary,  conftitutions. 
The  inference  which  I draw  from  cafes  of 
this  defcription  is,  that  nervous  tranquillity 
is  reftored  in  confequence  of  the  fuperfluous 
energy  being  cxhauiled  by  its  proper  chan- 
nels, the  mufcles.  When,  on  the  contrary, 
the  nervous  fyftem  is  weak  and  irritable, 
exercife  feems  equally  beneficial ; but  cau- 
tion is  here  requifite  as  to  the  degree  in 
which  it  fhould  be  taken.  A weak  and 
irritable  patient  may  not  be  able  to  walk 
more  than  half  a mile  without  nearly 
fainting  with  fatigue  on  the  firft  day  of 
the  experiment;  but  by  perfevering  in  the 
effort,  he  will  be  able  to  undergo  confider- 
able  mufcular  exertion  without  wearinefs 
Does  not  this  imply  a confiderable  in- 
creafe  of  bodily  ffrength,  and  is  not  the 
acquifition  of  ffrength  the  chief  defidera- 
tum  in  the  cure  of  many  diforders  ? The 
n nervous 
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nervous  irritability  alfo  when  dependant 
on  weaknefs  alone  will  proportionately  di- 
minifh  with  its  caufe.  In  the  latter  cafe, 
the  nervous  energy  feems  to  be  augment- 
ed in  confequence  of  our  increafmg  the 
demand  for  it.  I am  induced  to  make  thefe 
thefe  obfervations,  from  a belief  that  exercife 
is  not  employed  as  a medical  agent,  to  the 
extent  that  its  efficacy  feems  to  deferve.  When 
the  diforders,  which  have  been  the  fubjeft  of 
this  paper,  have  been  long  continued,  they 
do  not  admit  of  a fpeedy  cure  ; hence  atten- 
tion to  diet,  air,  exercife,  and  mental  tran- 
quillity, are  more  decidedly  beneficial  than 
medicines.  Surgeons  in  London  meet  with 
frequent  and  convincing  inftances  of  the 
efficacy  of  pure  air.  Patients  under  the 
irritation  of  a local  difeafe,  who  fcarcely  eat 
or  deep  in  town,  recover  their  appetite,  digef- 
tion,  and  deep,  fo  fuddenly  on  their  removal 
into  the  country,  as  to  leave  no  room  for 
doubting,  that  the  change  of  air  has  produced 
this  beneficial  alteration  in  their  health.  The 
whole  of  the  plan  of  treatment  which  is  here 
recommended  is  fo  dmple,  and  apparently  fo 
Inefficient,  that  its  power  might  reafonably 
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be  doubted,  did  not  fafls  'atteft  its  utility. 
I fhould  not  have  thought  it  right  to  have 
thus  related  it  in  detail,  but  for  the  purpofc 
of  avoiding  repetition  in  the  recital  of  the 
cafes  which  are  to  follow ; and  alfo  becaufe 
it  feemed  right  to  ftate  as  explicitly  as  poffible 
to  the  younger  part  of  the  profelhon  what 
are  the  curative  intentions  in  diforders  of 
this  nature*. 


* After  I had  written  the  above  account  of  the  treatment, 
•which  I had  found  the  mofl  fuccefsful  in  the  corredtion  of 
difordcred  dates  of  the  digcflive  organs,  I was  much  grati- 
fied by  the  perufal  of  Dr.  Hamilton’s  publication  on  the 
EfFe£ts  of  Purgative  Medicines.  I think  there  is  a great 
coincidence  in  the  mode  of  treatment  which  I have  de- 
fcribed,  and  that  which  is  fan£lioned  by  his  more  extenfive 
experience.  He  prefcribes  purgative  medicines  to  act  as 
eccoprotics,  to  excite  but  not  to  ftimulate  the  bowels  ; and 
he  combines  with  them  generally  unirritating  dofes  of  mer- 
cury. Dr.  Hamilton’s  plan  of  treating  thefe  difeafes  alfo 
accords  very  much  with  that  of  M.  Halle,  to  whofe  Me- 
moir I have  referred  tlie  reader. 
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CASES. 


SECTION  I. 


On  Nervous  and  Mufcular  Diforders, 
oNG  before  my  attention  was  excited  to 


diforders  of  the  digeftive  organs,  I had 
remarked  that  there  was  a paralytic  alfedfion 
of  the  lower  extremities,  refembling  that 
which  is  produced  by  a diforder  of  the  me- 
dulla fpinalis,  in  confequence  of  difeafe  of  the 
b'odies  of  the  vertebras.  This  paralytic  af- 
feolion  alfo  appeared  to  me  to  vary  with 
the  flate  of  the  patient’s  health. 

Thefe  obfervations  led  me  to  propofe  a 
method  of  treatment,  which  proved  fuccefs- 
ful  in  the  cafes  of  two  young  ladies,  who 
were  affedled  in  this  manner.  The  ilTues, 
which  had  been  inefFe6lually  kept  open  in  the 
back,  were  healed;  and  the  Hate  of  the 
health  in  general  was  amended  by  country 
air,  exercife,  attention  to  diet,  and  a few 
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fimple  medicines.  The  ufe  of  the  limbs  re- 
turned in  proportion  as  the  health  became 
eftablifhed.  Such  were  the  obfervations 
which  I had  made  relative  to  this  fubjedt, 
when  I met  with  the  following  cafes. 

CASE  III. 

A young  lady,  whofe  ftomach  and  bowels 
were  difordered  in  the  manner  already  defcri- 
bed,  became  gradually  affedted  with  weaknefs 
of  the  lower  extremities,  and  pain  in  the  loins. 
The  pain  became  at  length  very  fevere,  and 
was  aggravated  in  a manneralmoft  infupport- 
able  by  the  agitation  of  a carriage.  This 
lady  could  fcarcely  walk,  and  gave  a defcrip- 
tion  of  the  ftate  of  her  limbs,  fo  exadlly  re- 
fembling  that  which  is  fometimes  confequent 
to  difeafes  of  the  vertebrae,  that  I thought  it 
right  to  examine  the  fpine.  I flruck  with 
my  finger  the  fpinous  procefs  of  each  lumbar 
vertebra,  and  upon  touching  one  in  particu- 
lar, the  patient  complained  of  great  pain;  but 
preflure  on  the  contiguous  vertebrae  alfo 
caufed  much  uneafinefs.  Under  thefe  circum- 
ftances  I placed  a blifter  on  each  fide  of  the 
fpine,  and  kept  up  a difcharge  from  the  fur- 
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face  by  drelliiig  it  with  favine  cerate.  Thefe 
means,  with  rell,  relieved  her  fufFerings ; 
but,  as  her  health  declined,  file  went  into  the 
country,  where  file  foon  became  much  better. 
The  buffers  were  now  fuffered  to  heal,  and 
fhe  fliortly  afterwards  had  recovered  fo  much, 
as  to  take  long  rides  on'a  rough-going  horle. 
She  returned  from  the  country  in  good 
health,  and  was  both  mufcular  and  fat. 
About  a year  afterwards  fhe  was  fo  ill,  in  the 
fame  way,  that  fhe  wifhed  to  have  ilTues  made 
in  the  back : but  I would  not  confent  to  this, 
from  knowing  that  the  bone  could  not  be 
difeafed.  Of  this  return  of  pain  in  the  back, 
and  weaknefs  in  the  lower  extremities,  ilie 
again  got  well,  upon  amendment  of  her 
health  in  general.  Since  that  period,  now 
five  years  ago,  fhe  has  been,  fbmetimes,  very 
well,  at  others,  pale  and  emaciated ; and  thefe 
changes  have  correfponded  with  the  natural 
or  deranged  Ifate  of  her  bowels. 


CASE  IV. 

I was  confulted  on  the  cafe  of  a young 
lady,  who  had  been  buffered  feverely  for  a 
pain  at  the  bottom  of  her  back,  which  was 
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chiefly  felt  at  the  jun6Hon  of  the  ilium  and 
facrum.  It  was  fuppofed,  that-difeafe  had 
taken  place  in  the  bone  from  fome  injury, 
and  had  aftedled  the  facral  nerves : for  flie 
could  not  Hand  without  fupport,  fo  great 
was  the  weaknefs  in  the  front  of  the  thighs. 
There  was  no  projedlion  of  the  vertebrae.  If 
the  facral  nerves  had  been  aft’edled,  the  leg 
ought  to  have  fuffercd  the  greatefl:  fliare  of 
pain  and  weaknefs ; but  that  was  not  the 
cafe.  She  had  no  appetite  ; her  tongue  was 
greatly  furred ; her  bowels  coflive  ; and  pulfe 
generally  no.  I flrongly  objedled  to  mak- 
ing iflues  in  this  cafe ; but  as  the  patient’s 
fufferings  increafed,  it  was  done.  She  went 
into  the  country,  and  died  in  four  or  five 
months.  The  bone  was  found,  upon  exa- 
mination, to  be  perfedtly  healthy  ; but  the 
mefenteric  glands  and  lungs  were  difeafed, 
and  it  was  concluded  that  flie  died  of  con- 
fumption.  I could  not  learn  the  ftate  of  the 
liver,  nor  do  I know  whether  its  appearances 
were  particularly  attended  to. 

CASE  V. 

A young  lady  had  been  confined  about  fix 
months  to  her  chamber,  on  account  of  pain 


in 
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in  the  loins,  and  weaknefs  of  the  lower  "extre- 
mities, which  prevented  her  from  {landing  or 
walking.  The  weaknefs  of  her  limbs  had 
been  gradually  increafmg  for  a year  and  a 
half,  before  it  became  fo  bad  as  to  make  her 
incapable  of  moving  about.  Iffues  had  been, 
kept  open,  during  that  time,  on  each  fide  of 
the  fpine ; but,  as  the  patient  received  no  be- 
nefit, my  opinion  was  aiked  refpedling  the  feat 
of  the  difeafe  of  the  bone:  for  it  was  conclud- 
ed, that  the  iffues  had  only  failed  from  not 
having  been  made  in  the  right  place.  1 found, 
upon  inquiiy,  that  the  chief  feat  of  her  pain 
was  in  the  pofterior  edge  of  the  liver.  Indeed, 
that  vifcus  was  enlarged,  fo  as  to  be  felt  in  the 
epigaftric  region,  and  was  fo  tender  as  to  caufe 
much  pain  on  being  comprefled,  at  any  part, 
along  the  cartilages  of  the  ribs.  Her  tongue 
was  furred ; her  appetite  deficient ; digeftion 
bad ; bowels  cofHve  j and  ftools  black,  or  elfe 
untinged  with  bile.  I had  no  hefitation  in 
advifing,  that  the  iffues  fhould  be  difcon- 
tinued ; and  that  attention  fhould  be  chiefly 
dire6led  to  redlify  the  diforder  of  the  chylopoi- 
etic  vifcera.  Mild  mercurials  and  aperients 
were  given,  by  which,  with  other  means,  fhe 

got 
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got  materially  better  in  health,  and  was  able 
to  walk  about  as  well  as  ever.  The  gentle- 
man who  attended  this  patient,  met  me  acci- 
dentally, two  months  afterwards,  and  in- 
formed me  that  fhe  was  quite  well.  I -faid, 
that  as  her  difeafe  had  been  a long  time  in 
forming,  it  could  hardly  be  expedled  that  fhe 
fhould  recover  fo  fuddenly.  He  confidered 
this  exprelTion  as  implying  fome  doubt  of  his 
accuracy,  and,  therefore,  fent  the  patient  to 
me  in  the  morning.  She  came  from  Lambeth, 
in  a hackney  .coach,  and  looked  very  well : 
fhe  obferved ; that  long  before  her  confine- 
ment, Ihe  could  not  have  borne  the  agitation 
of  a carriage ; but  that  now,  file  did  not  feel 
it.  I have  been  informed,  by  feveral  intelli- 
gent ftudents,  that  fimilar  cafes  have  occur- 
red in  the  hofpital : as  I was  not  a witnefs 
of  thefe,  I fhall  not  relate  them.  I lhall, 
however,  mention  one,  which  I faw,  and  fu- 
perintended  myfelf ; although  it  is,  in  fome 
meafure,  imperfedl,  as  the  patient  quitted  the 
hofpital  fuddenly,  without  our  knowing 
where  he  went  to. 


CASE 
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CASE  VI. 

Thomas  Crighton,  aged  twenty- three,  was 
admitted  into  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital,  on 
account  of  a palfy  of  his  limbs.  About  a year 
before,  while  the  ufe  of  his  limbs  was  yet  un- 
impaired, he  was  attacked  repeatedly  with 
violent  pain  in  the  bowels ; uniformly  pre- 
ceded by  coftivenefs,  and,  generally,  termi- 
nated by  a copious  difcharge  of  loofe,  fetid, 
black  ftools.  The  relief  afforded  by  the  diar- 
rhcea  was  fpeedy  and  uniform.  In  the  courfe 
of  fix  months  his  lower  extremities  becam.e 
affedfed  with  occafional  twitchings,  and  he 
found  that  he  could  not  regulate  their  mo- 
tions in  walking : this  increafed  to  fuch  a 
degree  as  to  make  him  incapable  of  taking  any 
exercife.  He  had,  at  the  commencement' of 
his  illnefs,  a confLifion  of  vifion ; and  a con- 
ftant  and  violent  pain  in  the  head.  The  for- 
mer fymptom  increafed  fo  much,  that  he 
could  difcern  no  objedf  diftindtly  ; a candle, 
for  inftance,  although  held  near  him,  ap- 
peared as  large  as  the  moon.  The  fenfation 
of  his  lower  extremities  continued  perfedl ; 
but  the  adfions  of  the  bladder  were  no  longer 
under  the  controul  of  the  will  ^ the  urine 

fome- 
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Ibmetimes  flowing  involuntarily  ; and,  at 
others,  being  retained  for  fome  hours,  with 
confiderable  pain.  He  afterwards,  began  to 
lofe  the  ufe  of  his  upper  extremities : the  left 
hand  and  arm  were  more  affe6lcd  than  tlie 
right  > but  there  was  no  difference  in  the  af- 
fedtion  of  the  leg  on  the  fame  fide.  His  fpeech, 
alfo,  became  much  impaired  ; he  hefitated  and 
faltered  confiderably,  and  the  tones  of  his 
voice  were  irregular,  fo  that,  at  length,  he 
could  fcarcely  make  himfelf  underftood.  At 
the  time  of  his  admiflion  into  the  hofpital, 
there  was  an  entire  lofs  of  voluntary  motion 
of  the  lower  extremities,  and  a great  diminu- 
tion of  that  of  the  upper.  The  bowels  were 
deranged  ; there  was  conftant  head-ache ; the 
fpcech  was  very  indiftindl:  j and  vifion  fo  im- 
perfedf,  that  he  could  not  read  the  larged: 
print.  An  iffue  was  made  in  the  neck,  and 
fome  medicines  were  preferibed,  under  the  di- 
redlion  of  the  phyfician.  As  the  treatment  did 
not  prove  beneficial,  I was  defired  to  examine 
the  fpine,  and  found  fuch  a curvature  andpro- 
jeftion  of  the  fpinous  proceffes  of  the  upper 
lumbar  and  lower  dorfal  vertebrae,  that  I 
thought,  the  bodies  of  thofe  bones  muff  be 
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difeafed.  I was,  therefore,  inclined  to  attrh 
bute  the  paralyfis  of  the  lower  extremities  to 
this  difeafe  of  the  fpine  ; and,  confequently, 
diredled,  that  iflues  (hould  be  made  on  each 
fide  of  the  projedfing  vertebrae.  As  this 
fuppofition  would  not  account  for  the  pa- 
ralytic affedtion  of  the  parts  above,  and  as 
the  bowels  were  deranged,  I ordered  two 
grains  of  calomel  with  eight  of  rhubarb,  to 
be  taken  twice  a week,  and  fome  infufion  of 
gentian  with  fenna,  occafionally.  After  uling 
thefe  medicines,  for  about  three  weeks,  his 
bowels  became  regular,  the  biliary  fecretion 
healthy,  and  his  appetite  good.  He  could 
move  his  hands  and  arms  nearly  as  well  as 
ever  j and  his  eye-fight  was  fo  much  improved 
that  he  could  read  a news-paper  j indeed,  it 
was  nearly  well.  The  fundlions  of  the  blad- 
der were  completely  reftored  * j his  fpeech 
became  articulate ; and  his  general  health,  in 
every  refpedt,  much  improved.  He  remained 
in  the  hofpital  about  two  months,  but  with 

* I have  feen  feveral  cafes  which  induce  me  to  believe 
that  the  weaknefs  of  the  fphindler  veficx,  which  occafions 
young  perfons  to  void  their  urine  during  fleep,  very  fre- 
<juently  arifes  from  the  fame  caufe. 
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very  little  amendment  in  the  ftate  of  the  lower 
extremities,  wdien  his  friends  fuddenly  re- 
moved him,  on  account  of  fome  difagreement 
with  the  nurfes,  and  I was  unable  to  learn 
whither  they  had  conveyed  him. 

The  hiftory  of  the  preceding  cafe  was  taken 
by  Mr.  Cruttwell,  now  pra6lifing  as  a furgeon 
in  Bath,  who  had  been  for  feveral  years  a 
mod:  indudrious  dudent  at  the  hofpital,  and 
whofe  accurate  obfervation  and  extenfive 
information  induce  me  to  place  entire  con- 
fidence in  any  datement  of  a cafe  which  I 
receive  from  him.  To  that  gentleman  I am, 
alfo,  indebted  for  the  following  particulars 
relating  to  a patient,'  who  died  fome  little 
time  ago  in  the  hofpital,  and  whofe  body  was 
examined.  Thedide6fion  ferves  dill  further 
to  elucidate  my  prefent  fubjedl. 


CASE  VII. 

Elizabeth  Griffin,  twenty  years  of  age,  was 
admitted  into  St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpital  in 
Augud  1805,  on  account  of  an  inability  to 
move  her  lower  Hmbs  j which  was  fuppofed 

to 


AND  TREATMENT  OF  LOCAL  DISEASES.  95 

to  originate  from  a difeafe  of  the  fpine.  On 
examination,  however,  there  were  no  appear- 
ances, which  indicated  caries  of  the  vertebrae . 
Her  voice  was,  at  times,, confiderably  affedted: 
and  Ore  was  fubjedl  to  occafional  attacks  re- 
fembling,  in  fome  degree,  epileptic  paroxyfms. 
The  affedlion  of  the  limbs  was  liable  to  con- 
fiderable  variations.  At  times,  as  (he  afliired 
me,  file  could  walk  acrofs  the  ward  with  very 
little  difficulty ; at  others,  fhe  could  not  even 
Hand  without  affiftance.  Her  tongue  was  ex- 
tremely, and,  I believe,  conftantly  white; 
her  pulfe  natural.  Her  bowels  were,  gene- 
rally, coftive,  and  it  was  neceffary  to  em- 
ploy aftive  medicines  in  order  to  procure 
ftools,  which  were  always  of  a dark  colour. 
A flight  temporary  diarrhoea  fometimes  hap- 
pened, and  ffie  invariably  remarked,  that  the 
eafe  or  difficulty  with  which  ffie  could  walk, 
and  the  pain  in  her  head  with  which  ffie  was 
troubled,  were  in  exadl  conformity  to  the 
Hate  of  the  bowels,  all  the  fymptoms  being  re- 
lieved by  the  diarrhoea,  and  returning  as  the 
bowels  became  again  coftive.  There  was  an 
appearance  of  irritability  and  languor  in  the 
eye,  which  I have  before  obferyed  in  thefe 

cafes. 
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cafes,  and  the  pupils  were  generally  much 
lated.  After  the  patient  had  continued  in 
the  hofpital  about  feven  weeks,  flie  was  at^ 
tacked  with  fever,  and  died.  To  this  brief 
account  of  the  fymptoms,  I now  fubjoin  the 
difledlion. 

No  difeafed  appearances  were  obierved  in 
the  brain,  though  it  was  examined  with  the 
mod:  particular  attention  ; neither  was  there 
any  difeafe  of  the  vertebrae.  No  difeafe,  in 
fliort,  was  obferved  except  in  the  abdominal 
vifeera.  The  chief  morbid  appearance,  in 
them;  confifted  in  an  ulcerated  ftate  of  the 
villous  coat  of  the  ilium  near  to  its  termina- 
tion in  the  caecum.  The  ulcers  were  numer- 
ous, and  fituated  where  the  mucous  glands 
are  chiefly  found.  The  internal  coat  of  the 
large  inteflines,  alfo,  appeared  inflamed. 

The  liver  was  healthy  in  its  ftrudlure.  In 
the  gall  bladder  about  one  ounce  and  a half 
of  a light  green  ferous  fluid  was  found,  which 
had  not  in  the  leafl  degree  the  foapy,  or  mu- 
cajrinous  feel  of  bile. 

O 
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Cafes,  like  thofe  which  have  been  related, 
are  not,  if  I may  judge  from  my  own  ’experi- 
ence, at  all  uncommon.  They  fufficiently 
prove,  in  my  opinion,  that  local  nervous  dil- 
orders  and  mufcular  debility  may  arife  from 
a general  diforder  of  the  health,  in  which  the 
digeftive  organs  are  chiefly  afFedfed.  This 
diforder,  as  has  been  ftated  in  the  prelimi- 
nary obfer\‘ations,  may,  fometimes,  be  the 
caufe,  and  fometimes  the  effedl,  of  the  ner- 
vous alfedtion.  In  either  cafe,  hov/ever,  its 
corredtion  is  of  high  importance  in  the  me- 
dical treatment  of  the  difeafe.  In  the  fifth 
and  fiXth  cafes,  a diforder  of  the  digeftive 
organs  muft,  I think,  be  allowed  tp  be  the 
caufe  of  the  nervous  affedfion,  from  the  fud- 
den  and  complete  ceflation  of  the  latter,  when 
the  cure  of  the  former  was  accompli fhed. 
Decifive  inftances  like  thefe  are  particularly 
valuable}  they  fliew  what  great  nervous  dif- 
" order  may  be  produced  bv  that  of  the  digef- 
tive organs,  and  confequently  how  much  the 
latter  diforder  is  likely  to  aggravate  the  for- 
mer, when  it  occurs  even  fecondarily  as  its 
effedf.  I have  feen  a confiderable  number 
of  fuch  cafes,  which  I cannot  relate  with 
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precifion,  becaufe  I had  not  fufficient  oppor- 
tunities of  obferving  the  patients,  to  enable 
me  to  note  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  with 
accuracy. 

Of  thefe  I can  only  obferve,  in  general 
terms,  that  I have  feen  feveral  inftances  af 
pain,  imbecillity,  and  wafting  of  the  mufcles 
in  one  of  the  lower  extremities,  which  were 
confidered  as  the  effedt  of  difeafe  about  the 
hip  joint  i yet  the  event  proved  that  there 
was  no  organic  affedlion  of  that  part.  The 
complaint  was  connedled  with  that  ftate  of 
conftitution  which  I have  deferibed,  and  was 
amended  as  the  health  in  general  improved. 
i have  alfo  feen  feveral  inftances  of  wafting 
of  the  mufcles  of  one  of  the  upper  extremi- 
ties in  children  j fo  much  indeed  were  the 
mufcles  fhrunk,  that  the  bones  and  joints 
could  be  as  diftinclly  examined  as  in  a fkele- 
ton.  The  local  affedfion  in  thefe  cafes  came 
on  fuddenly.  I lately  faw  a little  boy,  who 
had  an  attack  of  this  kind  in  his  left  arm  . 
feveral  years  ago,  and  on  whofe  cafe  I was  at 
that  time  confulted.  The  bowels  had  been 
violently  difordered  previous  to  the  paralytic 
1 2 affedf  ion, 
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afFe6lion,  and  were,  at  the  time  I faw  him,  . 
in  an  extremely  unhealthy  ftate.  • I recom-  . 
mended  that  the  chief  attention  fhould  be 
paid  to  corre6l  the  difoi'der  of  thefe  organs, 
and  that  the  arm  fliould  be  fupported  by  a 
fling.  The  limb  gradually  recovered,  and 
though  it  is  not  at  prefen t quite  fo  large  and 
fl:rong  as  the  other,  yet  the  difference  is  fo 
flight,  that  it  would  not  attract  the  attention 
of -a  common  obferver.  About  fix  months 
ago  I faw  a little  boy  in  very  fimilar  cir- 
cumftances,  and  in  his  cafe,  the  arm  quick- 
ly recovered  -its  powers  of  motion,  as 
the  .ftate  of  the  digeftive  organs  became 

I have  alfo  feen  cafes  in  children,  in  whom, 
after  foine  general  diforder  of  the  health, 
accompanied  by  derangement  of  the  ftomach 
and  bowels,  an  affe6tion  of  the^  mufcles  of 
the  extremities  has  taken  place,  like  that’ 
which  produces  the  varus  and  valgus ; 

I mean  a predominance  of  the  a6tions  of 
fome  mufcles  over  others,  producing  diftor- 
tion  of  the  limb.  I have  feen  this  happen 
fometimes  in  one,  fometimes  in  botl^  the 

H 2 lower 
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lower  extremities.  I have  alfo  feen  the  arm 
fimilarly  affected. 

That  the  local  fymptoms  in  thefe:  cafes,  as 
well  as  in  thofe  which  have  been  more  fully 
detailed,  a rife  from  a nervous  affeftion  of 
the  brain,  and  not  from  any  caufe  a6ling 
locally  on  the  nerves  - of  the  affected  part,  ‘ 
will,  I believe,  on  due  confideration  be  grant- 
ed. I fufpect  however  that  fome  perfons 
may  hefitate  to  admit  fuch  an  opinion,  from 
the  belief  that  diforder  of  the  brain  muft  ope- 
rate generally,  and  not  partially,  on  the  ner- 
vous fyftem.  Perhaps  the  contemplation  of 
the  confequences  of  flight  apopledfic  eflulions 
in  the  brain,  may  affift  us  in  forming  juft  no- 
tions on  this  fubje6f.  Such  flight  cffufions 
of  blood,  occurring  in  various  parts  of  the 
brain,  have  been  known  to  paralyfe  one  leg 
or  one  arm,  or  the  mufcles  of  the  tongue,  or 
of  one  half  of  the  face,  without  affe61ing  the 

reft  of  the  nervous  or  mufcular  fyftem. 

/ 

1 

Another  opinion  which  I wifh  to  be  con- 
fidered  is,  whether,  when  there  is  confider- 
ableand  continued  paralyfis,*  there  muft  ne- 
4 ceflarily 
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cefTarily  exift  fome  preffure  or  organic  difeaie 
in  the  brain.  That  this  exifts  in  many  in- 
ftances  is  undoubted;  but  the  number  of 
caies  in  which  the  paralytic  affettion  is  mere- 
ly nervous,  and  independant  of  vifible  difeafe, 
is  in  my  opinion  very  confiderable.  The  in- 
ftances  which  have  been  related  warrant  this 
conclufion,  and  fliew  fuch  cafes  to  be  more 
frequent  than  is  generally  fuppofed.  When 
there  is  organic  difeafe  of  the  brain,  the 
cafe  is  very  hopelefs ; and  probably  no  con- 
fiderable alleviation  of  the  fymptoms  will 
take  place,  by  that  attention  to  the  ftate  of 
the  digeftive  organs  which  I have  recom- 
mended. In  dubious  cafes,  and  fjch,  on 
the  firfl:  examination  of  them,  the  majority 
of  thefe  inftances  will  probably  be,  it  fecms 
right  to  try  the  erfea  of  correaing  diforder 
of  the  digeftive  organs,  with  a view  to  alle- 
viate nervous  irritation,  before  we  proceed 
' to  thofe  feverer  methods,  which  the  belief  of 
the  cxiftence  of  organic  or  vafcular  difeafe 
in  the  brain  would  induce  us  to  iriftitute. 
Foi  if  blood-letting  and  counter  irritation 
be  employed,  in  order  to  diminifli  valcular 
aaion  ; or  if  mercury  be  employed  to  fome 

^ 3 extent 
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fcxtent  in  order  to  induce  the  abforption  of 
depofited  fubftance ; thefe  meafures  muft 
Aggravate  that  diforder  of  the  general  health, 
upon  which,  in  many  inftances,  the  nci*vous 
affedlion  depends. 

• 

My  objedt,  in  the  recital  of  the  foregoing 
cafes,  IS  to  point  out  a caufe  of  paralyfis  in 
particular  inufcles,  which  from  its  locality 
would,  I fufpedl,  be  generally  attributed  to 
fome  local  diforder  of  the  nerves  of  the  affedt- 
cd  part,  and  therefore  be  treated  erroneoufly. 
If  my  opinion  of  the  nature  of  thefe  cafes 
be  corredf,  they  can  only  be  fuccefsfully 
treated  by  means  which  operate  upon  the 
conftitution  in  general.  I have  particularly 
recommended  that  our  efforts  fliould  be  di- 
redled  to  corredt  any  errors  that  may  exifl 
in  the  fundfions  of  the  primae  vise,  for  reafons 
that  have  been  ffated  in  the  preliminary  ob- 
fervations.  Of  the  efficacy  of  fuch  endeavours 
I have  feen  many  more  inffanccs  than  I have 
brought  foiward ; indeed  the  propriety  of 
fuch  attempts  feems  fo  obvious,  that  I doubt 
not  but  they  will  be  made,  and  the  effedl  of 
them  will,  by  that  means,  be  generally  demon- 

‘ ftrated. 
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lirated.  . It  is  right  however  to  jnention,.. 
that  in  fome  cafes  to  which  I have  attended, 

I have  been  foiled  in  my  endeavours  to  cor^ 
redl,  by  the  fimple  meafures  which  I have- 
related  in  the  introdudtory  remarks,  the  dif- , 
orders  of  the  digeflive  organs  j probably  bQ- 
caufe  their  derangement  depended  on  foifie 
eflablifhed  difeafe  in  the  brain. 

In  other  cafes,  when  the  fundlions  of  the 
digeftive  organs  had  been  partially  reflored, 
the  nervous  and  mufeular  affedtions  were  mi- 
tigated but  not  cured,  I have  alfo  met 
with  one  inftance,  in  which  the  bowels  ber 
came  moderately  corredt  in  their  fundlions, 
without  any  evident  amendment  in  the  (late 
of  the  limb§  j and  I have  known  two  inftances 
of  perfons,  who  were  fuddenly  feized  with 
paralyfis  of  the  lower  extremities,  apparently 
dependant  on  general  nervous  diforder,  in 
which  thei  digeftive  organs  fcarcely  feemed 
affedled. 

In  feveral  of  the  cafes  which  I have  related, 
there  were  nervous  pains  in  the  affected  limbs. 
That  tliis  fymptom  may  arife  from  general 

H 4 nervous 
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nen^ous  diforder  Teems  to  me  very  probable; 
at  leafl,  I can  affirm,  that  I have  known  fuch  * 
pains  cured  by  correcting  the  (late  of  the 
digefl'ive  organs.  In  the  cafes  of  tic  doulou- 
reux, which  have  fallen  under  my  obfeiwa- 
tion,  thefe  parts  have  been  greatly  deranged; 
and  I have  cured  patients  of  fuch  complaints, 
by  correcting  this  diflurbance. 

I wifli  finally  to  excite  the  attention  of 
Surgeons  to  the  ftate  of  the  bowels  in  te^ 
tanus.  The  occurrence  of  this  diforder  occa- 
fionally,  when  the  wound  which  produced  it 
is  healing,  Teems  to  indicate  that  the  efieCls 
which  have  been  produced  by  its  irritation, 
continue.  It  has  been,  I think,  fully  fliewn, 
that  local  irritation  may  diforder  the  digeftive 
organs ; whicli  diforder  continuing,  and  ag- 
gravating the  afleCIion  of  fenforium,  may 
poffibly  lead  to  the  produCHon  of  tetanus, 
at  a time  when  the  wound  is  no  longer  irri- 
table. In  four  cafes  of  tetanus,  in  which  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  inquiring  into  the 
llate  of  the  bowels,  the  evacuations  from  them 
were  not  like  faeces.  I wifh  to  prppofe,  in 
invcfligating  the  caufe  of  tetanus,  as  a quef- 

tion, 
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tion,  What  is  the  ftate  of  the  bowels  between 
the  infli6Hon  of  the  injury  and  the  occur- 
rence of  that  dreadful  malady  * ? 

* Such  cafes  as  I have  related,  with  others  that  It  would 
be  foreign  to  my  prefent  purpofe  to  mention,  have  imprelTed 
the  opinion  on  my  mind,  that  diforders  of  the  digeftive 
organs  may  originally  caufe,  or  may  fecondarily  aggravate, 
a nervous  diforder ; and  produce,  as  has  been  “ mention- 
ed, in  the  nervous  fyftem,  a diminution  of  the  functions 
of  the  brain ; or  a ftate  of  excitation  caufing  delirium, 
partial  nervous  inaftivity,  and  infenfibility  5 or  the  oppo- 
ftte  ftate  of  irritation  and  pain  : in  the  mufcular  fyftem, 
weaknefs,  tremors,  and  palfyj  or  the  contrary  affections 
of  fpafms  and  convulfions.”  Could  thefe  circumftances  be 
proved,  it  would  be  fcarcely  neceffary  to  add,  that  thofe 
painful  affections  of  parts,  to  which  perhaps  fome  pre- 
difpofition  exifts,  may  be  excited  in  a fimilar  manner  : fuch 
as  gout  and  rheumatifm.  Indeed  rheumatic  pains  are  very 
ufually  concomitant  upon  that  ftate  of  conftitution,  which 
cxifted  in  the  patients,  whofe  cafes  I am  relating. 
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CASES, 


SECTION  II. 

On  the  Effc&s  of  Diforders  of  the  dtgcjlive  Organs 
attending  Injuries  of  the  Head. 

y SHALL  next  fpeak  of  thofe  cafes,  in  which 
local  diforders  of  the  head,  produced  by- 
blows,  are  kept  up  and  aggravated  by  affec- 
tions of  the  digeftive  organs.  After  what 
has  been  obferved  refpedfing  the  reciprocal 
influence  of  the  difeafes  of  the  brain,  and  of 
the  chylopoietic  vifeera,  it  will  readily  be 
admitted,  that  an  injury  of  the  former  may 
difturb  the  fundlions  of  the  latter.  Thus, 
concuflion  of  the  brain  occafions  vomiting  as 
one  of  its  immediate  confequences,  and  will 
alfo  be  found  to  produce  almofl;  conflantly, 
at  a more  remote  period,  that  difturbance  of 
the  digeftive  organs,  which  I have  deferibed 
in  this  paper.  If  the  diflurbance  be  only 
moderate  in  degree, , but  continued,  it  will 
often  re-a6l  upon  the  head,  fo  as  to  occafion 
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an  irritable  ftate  of  the  injured  parts,  and 
impede  their  recovery. 

In  many  cafes  of  blows  upon  the  head,  a 
flow  inflammatory  affedfion  continues  in  the 
parts  chiefly  injured,  and  ultimately  produces 
delfrudlive  difeafes.  The  bone  fometimes  be- 
comes difeafled,  or  an  exoftofis  grows  from 
its  internal  table ; the  dura  mater  becomes 
thickened,  or  matter  flowly  colledts  on  its  fur- 
face.  Such  local  diforders  produce  others  of 
a more  general  nature,  and  deftroy  the  pa- 
tient. Thefe  occurrences  are  however,  in  my 
opinion,  rare  in  comparifon  with  the  cafes 
firfl:  defcribed  j Jn  which  a painful  ftate  of 
the  injured  parts  is  kept  up  by  means  of  dif- 
order  exifling  in  the  digeftive  organs.  The 
neceflity  for  an  accurate  difcrimination  be- 
tween thefe  diforders,  muft  ftrike  us  on  the 
moft  fuperficial  view  of  the  fubjedf  ; for  the 
lowering  treatment,  which  is  neceflary  in  the 
firft  and  rarer  cafe,  would  be  detrimental  in 
the  fecond  and  more  frequent  ones.  By  at- 
tending to  the  ftate  of  the  digeftive  organs 
in  thefe  dubious  cafes,  we  may  be  enabled  to 
|brm  a probable  opinion  of  the  nature  of  the 

local 
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local  complaint;  for,  if  there  be  nothing 
wrong  in  the  general  health  to  excite  or 
maintain  it,  we  may  reafonably  conclude 
that  it  was  merely  local ; on  the  other  hand, 
the  inefficacy  of  evacuations  in  curing  the 
local  difeafe  would  naturally  fugged:  the 
opinion,  that  it  proceeds  from  irritation,  and 
is  dependant  on  a diforder  of  the  health  in 
general.  It  lliould  be  further  obferved,  that 
when  the  local  difeafe  is  of  an  inflammatoiy 
nature,  and  likely  to  induce  morbid  alterations 
in  the  flrufture  of  the  affedfed  parts,  ftill  it 
may  be  maintained  and  aggravated  by  dif- 
order of  the  digeftive  organs.  I have  very 
frequently  feen  patients  fuffer  fo  feverely  as 
to  warrant  a fufpicion,  that  local  difeafe  of 
the  mod:  formidable  nature  exifted ; in  thefc 
the  ufual  methods  of  treatment  were  ineffec- 
tual ; and  they  recovered  fuddenly  or  dowly, 
in  proportion  as  the  'ftate  of  the  digeftive 
organs  was  corredled.  I diall  relate  fome 
examples  of  the  difeafe  under  confideration, 
which  will  enable  the  reader  to  identify  the 
cafe,  when  it  occurs  in  pra£lice. 


CASE 
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CASE  VIII. 

A young  gentleman,  about  ten  years  of 
age,  fell  but  of  a window,  fix  feet  high,  and 
ftr.uck  the  back  part  of  his  head  againfl:  fome 
ftones.  He  was  flunned  by  the  blow,  but 
perfectly  recovered  from  the  eftedts  of  the 
accident  * by  bleeding, ' purging,  and  a low 
diet.  He  caught  the  fcarlet-fever  about  fix 
weeks  afterwards  ; and  recovered  from  that 
alfo.  But,  whihl  he  was  convalefcent,  the 
pains  returned  in  that  part  of  the  head  which 
had  been  ftmck,  with  fo  much  violence,  as 
to  induce  the -belief  that  fome  ferious  local 
mifchief  vvould^  enfue.  After  they  had  con- 
tinued without  abatement  for  a few  days,  I 
was  defired  to  fee  him.  He- was  lying  in 
bed,  and  could  fcarcely  be  prevailed  on  to  lift 
his  head  from  the  pillow.  The  integuments 
of  the  occiput  were  fo  tender,  that  he 'would 
hardly  allow  me  to  examine  the  part ; I afeer- 
tained,  however,  that  there  was  no  fluid 
under  the  fcalp,  nor  any  inequality  in  the 
bone.  He  dozed  a good  deal,  and  lay  in  a 
comatofe  flate,  but  was  occafionaily  refflefs. 

His 
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His  palfe  was  veiy  frequent,  his  fkin  hot  and 
dry,  and  his  tongue  covered  with  a thick  yel- 
low fur.  He  breathed  almoft  without  moving 
the  diaphragm,  and  complained  much  if  the 
epigaftric  region  was  compreiTed.  He  loathed 
food ; his  bowels  were  coftive,  and  his  ftools 
of  a blackiOi  colour.  He  was  ordered  to 
take  fmall  dofes  of  calomel  at  night,  and 
draughts  with  rhubarb  and  kali  vitriolatum 
m the  morning.  The  tongue  foon  became 
clean,  and  the  ftools  natural  j his  appetite 
and  fpirits  returned,  and  he  no  longer  com- 
plained of  any  uneafinefs  in  the  head. 

This  cafe  prefents  us  with  a ftriking  ex- 
. ample  of  what  I believe  to  be  a common  oc- 
currence j I mean,  a difordered  ftate  of  the 
digeftive  organs  taking  place  fubfequently  to  . 
a confiderable  febrile  affe6lion.  Indeed, . 
when  we  refledt  in  how  w'eak  and  irritable  a 
Hate  the  brain  mufl  be  left  upon  the  fubfi- 
dence  of  fuch  a diforder,  and  how  much  the 
chylopoietic  vifeera  mull  fuffer  from  the  im- 
paired and  difordered  energy  of  the  brain,  we 
might  naturally  expeft  fuch  a derangement 
^f  the  funcUons  of  the  digeftive  organs  to 

enfue. 


f 


AND  TREATMENT  OF  LOCAL  DISEASES.  1 1 X 

ciifuc.  When  fucli  diforder  happens  in  this 
planner,  it  frequently  produces  many  local 
difeafes,  to  which  the  conftitution  may  per- 
haps be  predifpofed ; a circumftance  I fhall 
fpeak  of  in  a future  part  of  this  paper.  In 
the  prefent  cafe,  it  brought  on  a painful  ftatc 
of  parts  recently  injured,  with  a confiderable 
degree  of  fever.  That  tlie  morbid  flate  of  the 
ifomach  and  bowels  was  the  caufe  of  both  is 
fairly  to  be  inferred  from  their  ceafmg  fo  im- 
mediately, when  the  diforder  of  the  digeftivc 
organs  was  corrected.  A cafe  of  this  kind, 
prefenting  an  example  of  fudden  recovery,  is 
particularly  valuable,  becaufe  it  clearly  de- 
monflrates  the  caufe  and  the  effedf  in  fucli 
difeafes.  The  caufe  can  indeed  be  feldom  fg 
fudden  ly  removed ; and  the  gradual  cefTatiop. 
of  it  under  any  plan  of  treatment  leaves  room 
for  a variety  of  conjectures,  as  to  the  mode  of 
cure  or  of  recovery  from  thofe  diforders 
which  I have  confidered  as  effeCts.  I could 
relate  many  cafes  of  limilar  but  lefs  feverc 
fymptoms  produced  by  the  fame  caufe,  which 
gradually  got  well,  in  proportion  as  the  dif- 
orders ot  the  digeftive  organs  were  corrected. 
As  it  does  not,  however,  appear  to  me  necef- 

fary 
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fary  to  accumulate  iriftances  to  prove  fo  obvi- 
ous a fa6l,  I fliall  content  myfelf  with  ad- 
ducing two  more  cafes,  to  exhibit  fuch  efFe6ls 
^n  different  points  of  view. 

CASE  IX. 

A lady  fell  down  in  froffy  weather,  in  con- 
fequence  of  her  feet  flipping  from  under  her, 
and  the  occiput  ftruck  agalnif  a fmooth  ftone 
pavement.  She  was  ftunned  by  the. fall,  but 
foon  recovered  ; nor  had  fhe  for  fome  weeks 
the  fevere  fymptoms,  which  appeared  in  the 
fequel.  This  circumffance  thews  that  there 
was  nothing  produced  by  the  blow  that  ne- 
ceflarily  caufed  the  fubfequent  fymptoms  j 
which  muft  therefore  be  attributed  to  inflam- 
mation or  irritation  taking  place  afterwards. 
When  fome  weeks  had  elapfed  from  the 
time  of  the  accident,  the  parts  which  had 
b*eeh  Ifruck  became  extremely  painful  j and 
the  pain  extended  forwards  over  the  fcalp  to 
the  right  eye,  the  fight  of  which  became  ihi- 
perfeft.  The  integuments  upon  which  the 
blow  had  been  received  were  extremely  ten- 
der, and  the  patient  became  faint  when  they 
were  examined  even  flightly.  Thefe  cir- 

cumflances 
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cumftances  naturally  induced  a belief  that 
fbme  difeafe  was  taking  place ; and  bleeding 
and  purging  were  employed  to  prevent  its 
prog  refs.  The  fymptoms  were  mitigated 
for  a time  by  thefe  means,  but  they  quickly 
returned  with  a’s  much  feverity  as  before. 
After  three  months  the  patient  came  to  Lon- 
don, fully  perfuaded  that  nothing  but  an 
operation  would  be  of  permanent  benefit. 
When  I firft  faw  her,  die  tottered  in  moving 
from  one  chair  to  another,  and  replied  to 
queftions  with  hefitation  and  effort.  Her  eye- 
fight  was  fo  much  affedled,  that  fhe  could 
not  read ; and  fhe  entertained  an  apprehen- 
fion  that  fhe  fhould  lofe  her  fenfes.  Her 
tongue  was  but  llightly  furred ; her  bowels 
were  habitually  coftive,  and  the  ftools  dark 
coloured.  It  was  evident  where  the  injury 
had  been  received;  for  the  aponeurofis  had 
been  feparated  from  the  pericranium  by  an 
effufion  of  blood ; and,  though  this  blood 


had  been  abforbed,  the  detachment  of  the 
fcalp  was  diflinguifhable  by  the  touch.  No 
inequality  was  perceptible  in  the  furface  of 
the  bone.  When  I mentioned  my  fufpicion 
that  thefe  fymptoms  were  rather  the  effedf 
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of  irritability  of  conftitution,  dependent  on 
the  ftate  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  than  of 
local  mifchief,  fhe  gave  not  the  leaft  credit  to 
the  opinion  i but  faid  file  was  perfuaded  that 
the  bone  was  ftarred,  and  that  three  fif- 
fures  extended  in  different  diredlions.  I 
ordered  her  to  take  five  grains  of  the  pilul. 
hydrarg.  every  fecond  night,  and  a draught 
twice  a day,  containing  one  ounce  of  the 
compound  infufion  of  gentian,  two  drams 
of  the  infufion . of  fenna,  and  one  dram  of 
the  compound  tindlure  of  cardamoms.  Thefe 
medicines  produced  a confiderable  purgative 
effe61:.  On  the  fecond  day  there  was  but  little 
pain  in  the  head  j the  patient  walked  about 
the  room  very  fleadily,  and  had  read  a newf- 
paper  in  the  morning.  When  I afked  her 
opinion  of  this  furprifmg  alteration,  fhe  im- 
puted it  to  the  evacuations  which  had  taken 
place  j but  fhe  was  flill  perfuaded  that  the 
bone  was  injured,' and  ftill  apprehenfive  that, 
without  fome  operation,  flie  fhould  ultimately 
lofe  her  fenfes.  The  medicines  were  con- 
tinued in  fuch  quantity  as  to  procure  only 
one  alvine  evacuation  daily.  A fortnight 
clapfed  under  this  plan  of  treatment,  during 
TA  which 
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which  the  ftools  became  nearly  of  a natural 

colour,  and  the  patient’s  health  was  confider- 
ably  amended.  There  were  tirries  when  no 
uiieafinefs  was  felt  in  the  head  j and,  during 
fome  nights,  the  pain  was  fo  trivial  as  to 
give  but  little  interruption  to  her  fleep^  It 
was,  however,  occafionally  difturbed  by  pains, 
which  were,  in  her  opinion,  as  intenfe  as  at 
any  forme!  period  of  the  complaint.  Her 
pulfe  was  good,  and  her  mufcular  ftrength 
greatly  improved.  The  occurrence  of  the 
pain  in  paroxyfms  ftrongly  imprefled  me  with 
the  belief  that^it  was  nervous,  rather  than 
depending  upon  local  difeafe.  Under  thefe 
circumftances  all  ideas  of  an  operation  were 
difmiffed  from  my  mind,  but  it  was  far  other- 
wife  with  refpedl  to  the  patient.  Being  obliged 
to  return  into  the  country,  die  confidered  the 
pollibility  of  a relapfe  with  horror ; and  was 
fo  convinced  that  the  bone  had  been  injured, 
that  die  earneftly  requefted  it  might  be  ex- 
amined, were  it  merely  to  afcertain  what  was 
the  fact.  I law  no  objedtion  to  this  examina- 
tion, but  thought,  on  the  contraiy,  that  ad- 
vantage might  podibly  arife  from  an  inciiion, 
which  would  loofen  the  tendon  of  the  fcalp, 
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and  produce  a difcharge  that  might  relieve 
the  irritation  of  the  part.  I accordingly 
made  an  incifion  of  a femicircular  form,  ex- 
tending farther  back  than  the  part  which  had 
been  ffruck,  and  turned  up  a portion  of  the  * 
fcalp,  fo  as  to  fee  the  bone,  covered  by  its  peri- 
cranium, to  the  extent  of  a crown  piece. 
The  bone  was  uninjured,  and,  together  with 
the  pericranium,  appeared  perfedtly  natural. 
The  fcalp  being  replaced,  the  wound  was 
dreffed  fuperficially,  without  any  attempt  to 
favour  the  union  of  the  parts.  If  they  united 
under  thefe  circumftances,  there  would  be  an 
additional  reafon  for  believing,  that  neither 
the  bone  nor  the  fubjacent  parts  were  difeafed. 
The  pain  was  as’fevere  for  the  two  firft  days 
and  nights  after  this  examination  as  it  had 
been  at  any  former  period  j it  abated  when 
the  wound  began  to  difcharge,  and  had  en- 
tirely ceafed  on  the  fifth  day.  This  ftate  of 
tranquillity  continued  as  long  as  the  patient 
remained  in  town,  which  was  about  three 
weeks  after  the  divifion  of  the  fcalp.  The 
wound  at  that  time  had  nearly  healed.  She 
has  finCe  had  occafional  returns  of  pain  in  the  . 
head  when  her  general  health  has  been  difor- 

' dered. 
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dered,  but  never  to  that  degree  as  to  induce 
a fufpicion  that  any  local  vafcular  difeafe 
exilted. 

To  exhibit  the  effeas  of  the  re-aaion  of 
diforders  of  the  digeftive  organs  upon  thole 
of  the  head  in  another  point  of  view,  I fub^ 
join  the  following  cafe. 


CASE  X. 

May  29,  1805,  a labouring  man,  aged 

forty-five,  fell  from  a confiderable  height 

upon  his  head,  and  was  immediately  brought 

to  St.  Bartholomew’s  flofpital.  No  fraa^re 

of  the  Ikull  could  be  difcerned : and  the 

\ 

patient  feemed  to  labour  under  the  effeas  of 
violent  concufiion  of  the  brain.  By  vene- 
feaion,  and  other  antiphlogiftic  means,  he 
foon  recovered  his  fenfes.  Every  thing  went 
on  very  favourably  for  three  days,  when  he 
was  attacked  with  fhivering,  naufea,  pain  in 
the  head,  impatience  of  light,  and  other  fymp- 
toms,  which  ufually  are  confidered  as  denot- 
ing inflammation  of  the  membranes  of  tfie 
brain.  He  was  confequently  bledj  and  had 
^ blifter  applied  on  the  head.  He  was  fud- 

I.  3 denjy 
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denly  feized  in  the  evening  with  a more 
cxci-uciating  pain  in  the  head,  which,  after 
lading  half  an  hour,  was  fucceeded  by 
convulfions,  fo  violent  that  three  men 
could  fcarcely  hold  him.  When  the  fit 
abated,  he  exprefl'ed  himfelf  much  reliev- 
ed, and  faid  that  he  was  eafier  than  be- 
fore its  acceflion.  Some  calomel  ,and  rhu- 
barb were  given  to  obviate  a coftive  date 
of  his  bowels.  On  the  next  morning  (June 
2d)  he  had  a return  of  the  pain  and  con- 
vulfions ; and  the  fymptoms  were  fo  violent, 
that  he  was  bled  four  times  in  the  courfe  of 
the  day.  This  treatment,  however,  had  no 
effedl  in  diminidiing  the  pain  and  other 
fymptoms,  and  another  fit  of  convulfions  took 
place  in  the  evening.  The  purgative  ope- 
rated on  the  fucceeding  night,  and  brought 
away  a large  quantity  of  highly  ofFenfive  fecu- 
lent matter  of  a light  greenidi-yellow  colour. 
On  the  3d  of  June  his  breath  was  extremely 
offenfive;  his  fkin  hot  and  dry;  his  pulfe 
quick  j his  tongue  thickly  furred ; and  he 
had  great  tendernefs  in  the  epigadric  region,  ’ 
and  right  hypochondrium.  He  was  ordered 
to  take  two  grains  of  calomel  immediately, 

and. 
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and  a faline  medicine  at  intervals ; this  pro- 
duced two  motions  in  the  courfe  of  the  day. 
By  purfuing  this  plan  for  a few  days,  the 
ftate  of  his  bowels  were  rendered  more  regu- 
lar, and  the  difcharges  acquired  a healthy 
colour ; in  proportion  as  this  was  effe61:ed, 
the  tendernefs  of  the  abdomen  was  removed, 
and  the  tongue  became  clean.  He  had  no 
return  of  convulfions,  the  pain  and  other 
fymptoms  fubfided,  and  in  a Ihort  time,  when 
the  digeftive  organs  had  been  reftorcd  to  a 
natural  ftate,  he  went  out  of  the  Hofpital  per- 
fe6tly  well. 

I 

Cafes  of  this  defcription  have  been  noted 
from  the  earlieft  ages.  Many  paflages  in 
the  works  of  Galen  fliew  that  he  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  circumftances  that  have 
been  ftated  in  this  fe6tion.  Bertrandi  * has 
related  inftances  of  abfcefles  taking  place 
in  the  liver  confequent  to  injuries  of  the 
head.  Andouille  *1*  relates  additional  cafes, 
and  makes  further  obfervations  on  the  fame 

* Memoires  de  I’Academie  de  Chirurgle,  tom.  iii,  p.  484, 
t Ibid.  p.  506. 
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fubje6l.  Of  late,  Richter  * has  delivered 
firqilar  opinions,  and  has  diredled  the  prac- 
tice which  lliould  be  purfued,  when  the 
head  is  difordered  by  the  re-a6tion  of  affec- 
tions of  the  digeflive  organs.  Still  however 
thefe  circumftances  feem  to  me  to  be  Rated 
rather  as  occafional,  than  as  occurrences 
which  are  common  and  naturally  to  be  ex- 
pedled  j and  I therefore  think  mvfelf  war- 
ranted in  fuppofmg,  that  they  have  not  made 
a fufficient  impreffion  on  the  minds  of  Sur- 
geons, in  this  country  at  leaf!:  -f*. 

I beg  leave,  in  the  conclufion  of  this  fec- 
tion,  to  repeat  what  was  faid  in  the  former 
one,  viz.  that  I confider  the  difeafe  as  depend- 
ing on  nervous  irritation  in  the  parts  affedted, 
which  is  either  caufed,  maintained,  or  ag- 
gravated by  diforders  of  the  digeflive  organs, 
y et  as  the  local  difeafe  mull  be  regarded  as 
chiefly’  nervous,  it  might,  in  fome  rare  in- 
ftances,  exift  independently  of  any  manifefl 
diforder  of  thofe  organs.  I may  further 
add,  that  much  nervous  irritation  in  any 

* Chirurg.  Biblioth.  b.  vili.  p.  538. 

f In  Dodlor  Chefton’s  Pathological  Obfewations,  how- 
ever, cafes  of  this  defeription  are  noticed. 
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part  generally  excites  vafcular  a6lion.  It  be- 
comes therefore  highly  important  to  attend 
to  the  nature  and  cure  of  fuch  diforder,  as  it 
might  ultimately  lead  to  the  produ6tion  of 
organic  difeafe,  which  would  deftroy  the 
patient. 


CASES. 
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CASES. 

SECTION  III. 

On  undejined  and  undenomhiated  Difeafes  ariftng 
from  Dif order  of  the  Conjiitution. 

^ I '^he  next  clafs  of  cafes,  to  which  I fhall 
call  the  reader’s  attention,  is  that  of  un- 
healthy indurations,  abfceffes,  and  fores. 
Sometimes  but  one  local  difeafe  of  this  de- 
fer! ption  exifts,  but  in  general  they  break  out 
■ in  fucceffion  in  different  parts  of  the  body. 
The  circumffance  of  their,  fucceffive  forma- 
tion is,  I think,  a proof  that  they  depend  up- 
on fome  error  in  the  health  in  general ; and 
I have  accordingly  obferved  that  they  are 
feldom,  if  ever,  unattended  with  diforder  of 
the  digeftive  organs.  The  imperfedl  hiftoiy, 
which  the  patients  generally  give  of  their 
previous  ffate  of  health,  will  not  enable  us  to 
detemiine  with  certainty,  that  the  diforder  of 
the  bowels  was  the  caufe  of  their  ill  health 
and  fubfequent  local  difeafes ; but  I can  con- 
fidently affirm,  that  thofe  difeafes  in  general  be- 
come 
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come  traftable,  in  proportion  as  the  diforder 
of  the  vifcera  is  corre6ted;  and  that  fre- 
quently no  new  local  fymptoms  occur,  alter 
fome  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  ftate  of 
the  digeftive  organs.  The  difeafes,  to  which 
I allude,  have  not  been  defcribed  in  books 
of  Surgery ; and  indeed  it  is  fcarcely  poHible. 
to  delineate  with  precifion  their  various  ap- 
pearances. It  would  be  quite  impradlicable 
to  defcribe  all  the  difeafes,  which  make  the 
fubjedt  of  the  prefent  fedlion  j namely,  un- 
healthy indurations,  abfceffes,  and  fores.  They 
may  be  compared,  not  improperly,  in  variety 
and  number,  with  the  infinitely  diverfified 
combinations  and  lhades  of  colour.  Yet  a 
brief  and  general  defcription  of  them  will 
alfift  to  recall  them  to  the  remembrance  of 
the  experienced  furgcon  5 and  to  enable  the 
inexperienced  pradlitioner  to  recognize  them, 
when  they  occur.  ^ 

Some  of  thefe  affedlions  are  quite  fuper- 
ficial,  occupying  merely  the  Ikin.  The  firfi: 
that  I j[hall  defcribe  is,  I believe,  well  known 
to  furgeons,  as  a difeale,  which  is  frequently, 
though  not  conftantly,  cured  by  giving  mer- 

cuiy 
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cury  to  fuch  an  extent  as  flightly  to  affe6l 
the  conftitution.  A fmall  induration  or  tu- 
bercle takes  place  in  the  fkin,  and  this  is 
followed  by  the  fucceflive  formation  of  others 
at  fmall  diftances- from  the  original  one.  The 
fkin  between  thefe  tubercles  becomes  thick- 
ened. Chord-like  fubftances,  which  are  pro- 
bably indurated  abforbents,  may  fometimes 
be  felt,  extended  along  the  thickened  fkin. 
T he  tubercles  ulcerate,  and  form  foul  ulcers, 
which  heal  flowly  and  brealc  out  again. 

Another  fpecies  of  liiperficial  or  cutaneous 
ulcer  begins  generally  in  one  point,  and  ex- 
tends in  every  dire6lion.  The  chafm  of  the 
ulcer  is  formed  either  by  a very  fudden  ulcera- 
tion, or  by  floughing.  A fore  is  left,  which 
' fil'd:  fecretes  a fanious,  and  then  an  ichorous 
'fluid.  Granulations  afterwards  arife,  and  the ' 
fore  heals.  The  granulations  are  however 
indurated  and  unfound ; and  when  the  patient 
fuppofes  that  the  fore  is  cured,  it  is  fuddenly 
reproduced  by  a procefs  fimilar  to  that  by 
which  it  was  originally  occafioned.  After 
fome  time  the  ulcer  again  heals,  and  again 
breaks  out.  Whilfl  thefe  procefles  are  going 
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on  in  the  middle,  the  fore  enlarges  in  its 
circumference ; the  edges,  which  are  thick- 
ened, become  at  times  highly  inflamed,  and 
either  ulcerate  or  flough.  The  difpofltion 
to  difeafe  is  aggravated  by  fits,  and  there 
are  intervals  when  it  is  apparently  tranquil. 
When  this  fore  has  enlarged  to  a confiderable 
extent,  in  the  manner  already  defcribsd,  the 
central  parts,  which  have  healed  unfoundly, 
break  out  into  feparate  ulcers ; and  thus  pre- 
fent  an  appearance  of  feveral  fores,  connedfed 
with  each  other  by  indurated  fkin  or  newly- 
formed  fubflance. 

I fhall  briefly  mention  fome  of  the  principal 
circumftances  relating  to  the  lafl:  fore  of  this 
defcription,  which  came  under  my  care.  The 
patient,  who  had  been  ill  for  more  than  two 
years,  and  had  taken  a great  deal  of  mercury^ 
came  from  the  country  in  very  bad  health, 
and  with  his  digeftive  organs  much  dif- 
ordered.  The  fore  was  fo  painful,  particu- 
larly at  night,  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of 
taking  large  dofes  of  opium  to  procure  refl.  It 
occupied  the  back  of  the  hand  and  wriff. 
He  had  had  fomewhat  fimilar  fores  on  his 

head 
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head  and  face ; but  they  were  nearly  healed, 
though  difpofed  to  ulcerate  again.  By  that 
attention  to  the  ftate  of  the  bowels  which 
I have  defcribed,  and  by  dreffing  the  fore 
with  ah  aqueous  folution  of  opium,  the 
greater  part  of  it  was  healed  in  the  fpace  of 
three  weeks  j and  the  remainder  was  fo  much* 
amended,  and  fo  little  painful,  that  he  had 
left  off  his  opium  fliortly  after  the  commence- 
ment of  this  treatment.  As  the  patient’s  cir- 
cumffances  made  it  inconvenient  to  him  to 
remain  in  town,  he  went  into  the  country, 
where  the  fore  broke  out  again.  He  then 
applied  to  a perfon  who  fold  a famous  diet- 
drink  ; and  before  he  had  taken  twelve  bottles, 
the  fore  was  perfe6Uy  healed,  and  has  not 
fince  broke  out.  The  diet-drink,  he  fays,  had 
no  fenfible  operation  j but  his  bowels  became 
regular  and  comfortable,  and  his  appetite 
amended  by  taking  it. 

Another  variety  of  thefe  fores  originates  in 
a more  deeply  feated  difeafe.  The  cellular 
fubftance  under  the  fkin  becomes  thickened, 
and  an  unhealthy  abfcefs  follows  j after  the 
burfting  of  which,  a foul  fore  is  formed.  In 

con- 
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confequence  of  this  procefs,  the  fafcia  of  the 
limb  is  fometimes  expofed  to  view,  and  feems 
to  have  floughed : when  the  flough  has  fepa- 
rated,  the  difeafe  may  get  well  llowly.  In 
many  cafes,  however,  there  is  no  expofiire,  nor 
feparation  of  the  fafcia.  Sometimes  the  fore 
does  not  extend  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
original  induration,  but  heals  flowly ; while 
other  difeafes  of  the'fame  kind  occur  in  fuc- 
ceffion  in  various  paits  of  the  body.  In  other 
cafes,  the  ulceration  of  the  original  fore 
fpreads  along  the  contiguous  parts,  whilft 
thofe  which  were  firft  affedfed  get  well ; and 
thus  the  fore  aflumes  an  herpetic  character. 
In  many  cafes  the  ulceration  extends  from  the 
whole  circumference  of  the  fore,  and  thus  the 
fear  and  ulcerated  edges  have  a circular  or 
oval  formj  in  others,  the  difeafe  is  pro- 
pagated in  particular  diredtions,  fo  that,  the 
ulcerated  lurface  prefents  the  moft  irregular 
and  fingular  figures.  ' 

Thefe  difeafes  fometimes  are  fmall  in  extent 
in  the  beginning,  but  enlarge  confiderably 
before  the  fkin  gives  way  j and,  when  this 
. happens,  it  proves  a kind  of  crilis  to  the 

dif- 
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difeafe,  which  afterwards  heals  flowly.  In 
thefe  cafes  it  becomes  the  object  of  furgery  to 
bring  the  difeafe  to  a crifis,  w^hilft  it  is  yet  of 
fmall  extent ; which  may  be  effe6ted  by  pro- 
producing  ulceration  of  the  Ikin  by  means  of 
cauftic. 

• 

Some  of  thefe  fores  are  formed  from  difeafes 
beginning  in  the  abforbent  glands ; in  which 
cafe  the  gland,  having  firft  been  indurated, 
fuppurates  and  burfts,  and  ulceration  enfues. 
When  this  circumftance  has  taken  place,  in 
an  abforbent  gland  of  the  neck  for  inftance, 
another  ulcer  may  form,  in  the  manner  above 
ftated,  in  the  Ikin  and  fubjacent  parts,  with- 
' out  any  gland  being  involved  in  it.  A third- 
ulcer,  having  a difeafed  gland  for  its  caufe, 
may  form  in  the  vicinity ; and  thus  the  dif- 
eafe proceeds  without  any  regularity. 

I once  thought  it  a neceflary  but  moll  dif- 
ficult talk  for  a furgeon  to  remark  the  varie- 
ties of  thefe  difeafes,  in  order  to  underftand 
his  profeffion,  and  contribute  to  its  improve- 
ment. But,  fince  I have  found  that  thefe 
difeafes  indicate  fome  diforder  of  the  health 
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in  general,  the  correction  of  which  is  the 
great  objed  in  their  care  and  prevention,  I 
have  perceived  that  there  is  lefs  neceirity  for 
.#  undertaking  this  mofl  arduous  inveftigation; 
which,  indeed,  could  never  be  accompliflied' 
without  very  extenfive  opportunities  and  in- 
defatigable diligence. 


It  will  be  found  in  the  majority  of  tliefe 
peculiar  difeafes,  that  the  patient  Had  been 
indifpofed  for  fome  time  before  the  occur- 
rence of  the  complaint,  and,  that  afterwards 
the  health  had  become  more  evidently  de- 
ranged. The  digeflive  organs  are  difordered* 
The  tongue  is  furred  at  the  back  part,  chiefly' 
in  the  morning  ; and  the  biliary  fecretion  is 
deficient  or  depraved.  My  attention  has  been 
directed  to  the  corredtion  of  this  diforder; 
and  the  mofl  beneficial  eifedts  have  refulted 
from  this  attention.  The  fores  liave  healed 
readily  in  fome  inflances  j and,  in  thofe  cafes 
where  many  had  previoufly  formed  in  fuccef- 
fion,  no  new  difeafe  has  in  general  taken  places 


In  fome  few  inflances,  new  fores  have  formed  ’ 
aTtbr  the  medical  treatment  of  the  diforder'\* 
had  commenced,  and  even  after  it  had  been 
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for  fome  time  continued.  This  probably 
arifes  from  the  difficulty,  which  is  experienced, 
in  correfting  an  habitual  and  long  continued 
conflitutional  diforder.  In  fome  ftill  rarer  ^ 
cafes  I have  found  fimilar  but  much  milder 
difeafes  arife,  after  the  diforder  of  the  digef- 
tive  organs  had  been  in  a great  degree 
corredted. 

• 

Whilft:  I am  writing  this,  there  ai*e  four 
patients,  whom  I have  attended  in  St.  Bar- 
tholomew’s hofpital,  witli  tbefe  difeafes  j which 
I mention,  to  fliew  the  younger  part  of  the 
profcffion  how  frcipient  they  are.  The  health 
of  thefe  patients  has  been  furprifingly  amend- 
ed in  a very  fhort  period,  by  employing  the 
means  which  I have  deferibed  i and  the  fores 
have  healed  rapidly,  although  nothing  but 
fimple  dreffings  have  been  applied  to  tliem. 

It  is  not  meant  by  thefe  obfervations  to  de- 
preciate the  utility  of  topical  applications  to 
unhealthy  ulcers,  but  merely  to  fhew  how 
much  they  depend  on  the  ftateof  the  health  in 
general  > for  fome  of  them,  which  have  remain- 
ed uncorre6fed  by  a great  variety  of  local 
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applications,  will  get  well  under  fimple  dref- 
fings,  when  the  ftate  of  the  conftitution  is 
amended.  It  is  not,  however,  to  be  expedled 
that  this  will  generally  happen ; for  local  dif- 
eafed  'adlion  having  been  excited,  becomes 
eltablifhed,  and  may  Continue,  independently 
of  the  caufe  which  produced  them.  Topical 
remedies  will,  under  thcfe  circumftances,  be 
employed  with  the  greateft  advantage.  Again, 
topical  applications  are  of  the  highefl  utility 
in  general  practice,  becaufe  an  irritable  fors 
affedls  the  whole  conftitution,  and  aggravates 
and  maintains  that  diforder  by  which  it 
might  have  been  originally  caufed.  The  dif- 
order of  the  digeftive  organs  cannot  in  many 
inftances  be  corredted,  till  the  fretful  ftate  of 
the  local  difeafe  is  diminiftied.  I may  fur- 
ther mention,  with  relation  to  this  fubjedt, 
that  I have  feen  patients,  who  fcarcely  ever 
flept  from  the  pain  of  the  local  difeafe, 
whofe  ftomachs  were  greatly  difordered,  and 
who  had  a diftrefling  purging,  which  could 
only  be  controlled  by  opium,  deep  without 
interruption  during  the  night,  regain  their 
appetite,  and  have  their  bowels  become  tran* 
quil  and  regular,  when,  after  various  trials, 
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a drefTing  has  at  laft  been  applied,  which 
quieted  the  irritable  ftate  of  the  fore.  It  is 
right  however  to  mention,  that  the  effedls  of 
fuch  an  application  are  not,  in  general, 
permanent  5 but  after  a time  the  fore  be- 
comes again  fretful,  and  requires  fome  new 
drefllng  to  foothe  or  control  its  irrita- 
bility. 

I have  feen  fome  cafes  of  fuch  difeafed 
fores  as  I have  dcfcribed,  in  confultation 
with  other  furgeons,  who  have  become  con- 
vinced that  my  opinions  are  well  founded. 
Others  have  occurred,  even  in  the  perfons 
of  medical  men,  whofe  feelings  co-operated 
, to  render  their  conviction  more  ftrong. 

Having  thus,  from  general  obfervation,  ac- 
quired the  opinion  that  the  peculiarities  of 
local  diieafe  depend  chiefly  on  the  ftate  of 
the  confdtution,  I fhall  relate  fome  cafes, 
whicli  were  treated  in  conformity  with  the 
principles  which  fuch  an  opinion  would  na- 
turally fuggeit.  I muft,  however,  previoufly 
caution  the  reader  again  ft  inferring,  that  I 
attribute  all  local  difeafes’  to' fome  general' 
. ^ . error 
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error  in  the  ftate  of  the  health.  I have  feen 
local  difeafes,  which  could  not  be  deduced 
from  any  general  indifpofition,  nor  corredted 
by  remedies  which  act  fimply  on  the  confti- 
tution  at  large.  I wifh  to  guard  againft  the 
fufpicion  of  being  inclined  to  make  general 
affertions;  while  I avow  at  the  fame  time, 
that  my  obfervations  induce  me  believe,  that 
the  peculiarities  of  local  difeafe  generally 
depend  upon  conltitutional  caufes.  Reafon 
alfo  fuggefts  the  fame  opinion ; for  if  fores 
of  the  fame  charadter  break  out  in  fucceflion 
in  different  parts  of  the  body,  can  we  doubt 
that  they  arife  from  the  ftate  of  the  health 
in  general  ? 

There  appears  to  me  a combination  of  ner- 
vous irritability  and  weaknefs,  and  to  fuch  a 
combination  I am  inclined  to  attribute  the 
peculiarities  of  thefe  variable  and  unclaffed 
local  difeafes.  Perhaps  I may  explain  my 
meaning  further,  by  adverting  to  what  hap- 
pens not  un frequently  in  cafes  of  venereal 
and  other  buboes.  The  part  and  the  confli- 
tution  have  been  both  weakened  by  the  difeafe 
that  has  occurred  j they  have  been  further 
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debilitated  by  the  mercury  employed  for  its 
corre61:ion.  The  difcafe  fubfides,  but  a new 
difeafe  and  aflion  commences  j a trivial 
wound  frets  out  into  a phagedaenic  fore, 
which  is  very  difficult  of  cure.  The  fores,  in 
different  cafes,  are  nearly  as  various  in  ap- 
pearance, as  thofe  of  which  I have  been 
fpeaking.  To  what  are  we  to  attribute  thefe 
diflimilar,  perplexing,  peculiar  fores,  if  not  to 
irritation  occurring  in  weak  and  irritable 
parts  ? As  the  peculiar  difeafed  actions  of 
thefe  fores  originate  chiefly  from  the  weak- 
nefs  and  irritability  of  the  parts,  induced  by 
the  previous  diforder  which  they  have  under- 
gone ; foin  their  advanced  fliages  they  frequent- 
ly prefent  the  beft  inftance,  that  can  perhaps 
be  adduced,  of  a peculiar  local  difeale  exift- 
ing  independently  of  conftitutional  diforder. 
It  is  true  they  affe6l  the  health  in  general  j 
but  it  may,  by  attention,  be  kept  in  a mode- 
rately right  ftate,  and  yet  the  fore  remains  un- 
amended. The  difeafed  a£Hons  of  thefe  fores 
fometimes  gradually,  and  fometimes  fuddenly 
ceafe ; when  healthy  a6tions  fucceeding,  the 
fore  heals.  I remember  a fore  of  this  deferip- 
tion,  to  which  almoft  every  variety  of  dreffing 
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had  been  tried  without  benefit.  It  was  very 
extenfive,  and  had  burrowed  in  various  direc- 
tions beneath  the  fkin.  The  ulceration  at 
length  became  ftationaiy ; but  after  nine 
months  the  fore  ftill  remained  as  foul  and 
fretful  as  it  had  been  for  a confiderable  time ; 
when  in  the  courfe  of  one  week  it  perfectly 
cicatrized,  leaving  the  hollows  which  I have 
deferibed  ; for  it  had  thrown  out  no  granu- 
lations to  fill  thefc  chafms. 

Having  thus  ftated  the  opinions,  which  I 
have  formed,  relative  to  thefe  kinds  of  local 
difeafes  j and  which  have  been  deduced  from 
cafes  too  numerous  to  record,  of  which  I have 
preferved  no  accurate  accounts  j I proceed  to 
relate  fome  cafes  treated  in  conformity  to 
thefe  opinions,  which  will,  I truft,  be  fuffici- 
ent  to  exemplify  ajid  illuftrate  the  prefent 
fubje6f, 

' CASE  XI; 

A gentleman’s  fervant,  between  thirty  and 
forty  years  of  age,  was  fent  to  me  with  a 
bad  ulcer  in  his  cheek,  fituated  between  the 
nofe  and  under  eye-lid.  The  furrounding 
parts  were  inflamed,  fwoln,  and  indurated, 
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fo  as  to  rile  fully  half  an  inch  above  their 
natural  level.  The  fore  was  of  an  oval 
figure  5 meafuring  about  an  inch  and  a half 
in  length,  and  half  an  inch  in  breadth 
and  depth ; indeed  I could  fcarcely  fee  its 
bottom.  The  furface  was  covered  bv  ad- 
hering  matter  of  a greenilh  hue.  The  cuticle 
round  the  margin  was  thickened,  and  had 
in  fome  parts  fcaled  off.  The  patient  had 
been  rubbing  in  the  mercurial  ointment  for 
this  complaint.  He  declared  that  he  had 
had  no  chancre  foi*  many  years,  but  had  con- 
tra6led  a gonorrhoea  about  a year  before  his 
prefent  diforder.  His  health  was  much  dif- 
turbed ; he  had  no  appetite ; his  tongue  was 
much  furred  and  tremulous  ; his  bowels  al- 
ternately coftive  and  lax ; his  faeces  blackifh. 
I adviled  him  to  take  five  grains  of  ihu- 
barb  about  an  hour  before  dinner,  and 
five  grains  of  the  pil.  bydrarg.  every  fecond 
night,  with  caftor  oil  or  fenna  tea  occafion- 
ally,  fo  as  to  procure  a motion  daily.  The 
fore  was  drefied  with  fpermaccti  cerate.  I 
faw  him  again  in  three  daysj  when  he  faid 
that  he  felt  himfelf  under  the  greateft  obli- 
gations to  me.  He  had  been  entirely  free 
from  pain  and  diftrefsful  fenfations,  fince  he 
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began  to  take  the  medicines ; although  he 
declared,  that  before  that  time,  he  Ihould. 
have  been  thankful  to  any  one  who  would 
have  deltroyed  him.  I mention  this,  becaufe 
I have  often  remarked  in  thefe  cafes,  the  fur- 
prifmgly  great  relief  and  comfort  which  have  • 
arifen  from  a change,  produced  by  means 
apparently  infignificant  and  inadequate.  The 
bowels  now  a6led  regularly,  and  the  ftools 
were  more  copious  and  of  a more  natural 
colour,  and  to  this  correction  of  the  biliary 
fecretion  I am  inclined  to  impute  that  relief, 
which  he  fo  forcibly  depicted.  The  fore 
had  difcharged  profufely^  the  furrounding 
fwelling  and  inflammation  were  much  lef- 
fened.  He  purfued  the  fame  plan  of  treat- 
ment for  a month  j during  which  time  he 
recovered  his  appetite  ; his  tongue  became 
clean ; his  bowels  regular,  and  the  biliary 
fecretion  natural.  The  fore  had  contradted 
into  a fniall  compafs,  but  without  the  ap- 
pearance of  granulations ; and  the  furround- 
ing parts  were  not  fwoln,  though  ftill  red. 
His  health  became  at  this  time  again  much 
difordered,  in  confequence  of  his  catching 
cold,  from  expofure  to  rain.  He  had  pain 
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in  the  bowels,  with  a flight  purging ; his  ap- 
petite failed  j his  tongue  was  furred  j and  he 
had  a fevere  cough,  attended  with  copious  ex- 
pe61:oration.  The  fore  on  the  cheek  alfo  en- 
larged to  about  one  half  of  its  former  flze : 
and  the  furrounding  parts  became  tumid.  I 
had  the  patient  admitted  into  St.  Bartholo- 
mew’s Hofpital,  where  he  took  the  deco6Honof 
cafcarilla  with  fquills.  His  cough  became  ma- 
terially better  in  a fhort  time : the  fliate  of  his 
ftomach  and  bowels  alfo  greatly  improved. 
The  fore  again  diminiflied  in  fize,  About  a 
fortnight  after  his  admiflion  into  the  hofpital, 
an  eruption  came  out  over  his  whole  body. 
The  fpots  were  of  a copperifli  hue,  but  rather 
final Icr,  and  more  elevated,  than  venereal 
eruptions  generally  are*.  Some  of  the 
eruptions  gradually  difappeared;  and,  in 
about  a fortnight,  it  was  certain  that  many 
were  entirely  gone.  About  this  time  he  be- 
gan to  complain  of  his  throat ; and  an  ulcer, 
of  the  fize  of  a fliilling,  formed  in  each  tonfih 
The  edges  of  thefe  fores  were  elevated,  and 

* Many  perfons  who  faw  the  patient  did  not  entertain  a 
doubt  but  that  all  the  fymptoms  arofe  from  fyphilis } it  w^j 
their  progress  alone  which  evinced  the  contrary. 

uneven. 
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uneven,  without  any  appearance  of  granu- 
lations ; the  furface  was  covered  with  yellow 
adhering  matter.  The  patient  now  again 
caught  cold : he  was  attacked  with  pain  in 
the  bowels,  and  purging,  which  obliged  him 
to  get  up  frequently  in  the  night,  and  to  re- 
main for  fome  time  out  of  bed.  The  cough  and 
expeftoration  returned : he  loft  his  appetite j 
and  he  had  a furred  tongue.  Dr.  Roberts, 
whom  I met  at  the  hofpital,  did  me  the  fa- 
vour to  prefcribe  for  him.  In  a day  or  two 
afterwards,  an  eryfipelatous  inflammation  ap- 
peared on  the  right  fide  of  his  face,  oppoflteto 
the  fituation  of  the  fore.  The  eye-lids  were 
fo  tumid  that  he  could  not  open  them : the 
eryfipelas  fpread  to  the  other  fide  of  the  face; 
and  the  other  eye  was  equally  clofed'.  The 
fever  alfo  ran  very  high,  and  the  patient 
became  delirious ; fo  that  he  was  obliged, 
for  many  days,  to  be  confined  by  a ftrait  waift- 
coat.  Thefe  fymptoms  gradually  abated,  and 
he  recovered,  fo  as  to  be  in  better  health 
than  I had  ever  feen  him.  He  was  difcharpred 
in  about  fix  weeks,  in  a ftate  of  conva- 
lefcence;  and  attended  Dr.  Roberts  as  an 
out-patient.  The  eruption  and  foie  tliroat 

had  . 
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had  entirely  difappeared ; the  original  ulcer 
was  firmly  healed ; and  the  contiguous  fldn 
had  become  foft  and  natural,  though  it  was 
ftill  difcoloured.  A year  has  fince  elapfed, 
and  he  has  had  no  return  of  his  com- 
plaints. 

It  is,  I think,  fufficiently  evident,  in  the 
prefent  inftance,  that  the  peculiarities  of  the 
local  difeafes  had  their  origin  in  the  ftate  of 
the  conftitution. 


CASE  XII. 

I was  confulted,  by  a medical  gentleman  in 
my  neighbourhood,  on  the  cafe  of  a lady 
about  forty  years  of  age ; who  had  been  long 
fubje6l  to  dyfpepfia,  and  fevere  head-aches. 
Her  prefent  and  chief  complaint  had  been  of 
about  three  months  duration.  It  began  with 
weaknefs,  and  an  apparent  irregularity  in  the 
motions  of  the  lower  extremities,  attended 
with  confiderable  pains  refembling  rheuma- 
tifm,  and  rigidity  of  the  calves  of  the  legs. 
Thefe  fymptoms  increafing,  Ihe  was  unable 
in  the  courfe  of  a month,  to  move  about  at 

allj 


AND  TREATMENT  OF  LOCAL  DISEASES.  I4I 

all  3 but  was  obliged  to  be  lifted  in  and  out 
of  bed.  At  this  time  an  induration  of  the 
mufcles  of  the  calf  of  each  leg  had  taken  place. 
The  indurated  fubftance  was  about  three 
inches  in  length,  and  between  two  and  three 
in  breadth.  It  was  feverely  painful  at  times, 
and  the  integuments  covering  it  were  occa- 
fionally  inflamed.  There  was  alfo  -fome- 
pain  and  fwelling  in  the  ham.  Leeches,  feda- 
tive  lotions,  and  mercurial  ointment  had  been 
applied ; cicuta  and  tonics  had  been  given, 
but  without  alleviating  the  fymptoms.  I 
firfl:  faw  the  patient  about  fix  weeks  after 
file  had  been  obliged  to  keep  her  bed  entirely; 
and  the  peculiarities  of  the  prefent  cafe  led 
me  at  once  to  refer  its  origin  to  the  flate  of 
the  health  in  general.  The  appetite  and  di- 
geflion  were  impaired,  the  tongue  was  much 
furred,  and  the  faeces  blackifli.  I merelyj re- 
commended fomentations  to  the  indurated 
parts,  confidering  it  the  primary  objeft  to  cor- 
re6l  the  morbid  flate  of  the  digeftive  organs. 
With  this  view  the  compound  infufion  of- 
gentian  with  the  infufion  of  fenna  and  tine-" 
ture  of  cardamoms  was  given,  in  fuch  dofes 
as  to  procure  an  adequate  evacuation  daily, 
^4  and 
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and  five  grains  of  the  pil.  hydrarg.  were  taken 
every  fecond  night.  Thefe  fimple  medicines  ' 
were  completely  fuccefsfial : after  taking  them 
a fhort  time,  the  difeharges  from  the  bowels 
were  natural,  and  properly  coloured  with  bile^ 
The  appetite  returned  j tlie  tongue  became 
clean,  and  the  pains  almoft  immediately 
ceafed.  No  cutaneous  inflammation,  indicat- 
ing a difpofition  to  fuppu ration,  appeared 
again  over  the  indurated  parts,  which  gradu- 
ally recovered  their  natural  ftate.  In  a fort- 
night the  patient-could  go  about  with  a fticky 
and  in  two  months  could  walk  as  well  as 
before  her  complaint.  She  has  enjoyed  better 
health,  fmee  this  time,  than  for  many  years 
before 

* The  ftate  of  the  indurated  mufcles,  in  this  cafe,  was 
fuch  as  would  lead  to  the  belief  that  fuppuration  would 
take  place  in  different  parts  of  the  hardnefs  ; indeed,  I 
have  feen  many  cafes  lefs  formidable  in  appearance  ternri- 
nate  in  that  manner.  Seeing  how  much  tlie  irritability 
of  mufcles  is  difordered  by  that  ftate  of  conftitution  which 
I have  been  deferibing,  I think  it  is  allowable  to  conclude 
that  most  of  tlie  organic  difeafes  ©f  mufcles  originate  from 
< thiscaufe. 


CASE 
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CASE  XIII. 

A gentleman,  thirty-two  years  of  age,  wh« 
had  been  fubjeft  for  feveral  years  to  occa- 
fional  attacks  of  fevere  pain  in  the  bowels, 
was  feized,  about  the  end  of  Auguft,  with 
a violent  purging,  which  continued  for  a 
fortnight,  and  was  attended  with  fever. 
About  a month  afterwards,  he  felt  pain  in 
his  leg  at  night,  which  gradually  became  con- 
tinued even  during  the  day,  and  obliged  him 
to  confine  himfelf  to  bed.  In  the  beginning 
of  Oftober  a fwelling  was  perceived  near 
the  inner  ankle,  which  fiippurated,  and  was 
opened  on  the  twentieth  of  the  fame  month. 
Two  large  tea  cups  full  of  dark  brown 
matter  were  evacuated.  The  difcharge  conti- 
nued profufe  for  fome  time,  and  afterwards 
diminifhed.  Four  other  fmall  gatherings 
then  took  place  in  fucceffion,  and,  burfting, 
continued  to  difcharge;  each  aperture  fretting 
out  into  a foul  fore.  About  the  beginning 
of  February  I firfi:  faw  this  cafe,  which  was 
confidered  as  a difeafe  of  the  bone.  The  five 
fore?  had  apertures  in  them  leading  to  finufes, 

which 
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which  communicated  with  each  other.  A 
probe  introduced  into  one  of  thefe,  near  the 
bottom  of  the  tibia,  could  be  moved  upwards 
and  downwards  along  the  furface  of  the 
bone,  which  was  not,  however,  denuded. 
From  an  upper  ulcer  the  probe  could  be 
pafled  behind  the  bone,  and  under  the  muf-"' 
cles  of  the  'calf ; this  indeed  feemed  to  be  * 
the  original  feat  of  the  abfcefs,  from  which 
the  finufes  proceeded  to  their  different  out- 
lets. The  integuments  were  oedematous,  and 
firm  to  the  touch  ; fo  that  I could  not  dif- 
tinftly  feel  the  outline  of  the  tibia  j but  I 
thought  that  the  bone  was  not  altered  either 
in  form  or  fize.  The  firmnefs  with  which 
the  patient  flood  upon  the  limb,  and  the  want 
of  aching  pain  in  the  bone  contributed  alfo 
to  make  me  believe  that  it  was  not  difeafed, 
and  that  the  whole  diforder  confifled  in  an 
unhealthy  abfcefs,  the  difcharge  from  which 
iffued  from  the  various  finufes  in  the  mannev 
already  defcribed.  I could  not  but  attribute 
fuch  a difeafe  to  a general  diforder  of  the 
health,  and  indeed  the  patient’s  countenance 
and  appearance  indicated  a conftitution  much 
weakened  and  harraffed  by  illnefs.  His  tongue 

was 
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Was  furred,  and  the  difcharges  from  the  bow- 
els were  irregular,  deticient  in  quantity,  and 
of  a blackilTi  colour.  With  a view  to  the 
corredtion  of  thefe  fymptoms,  I diredled'the 
patient  to  take  five  grains  of  the  pil.  hydrarg. 
every  fecond  night,  and  the  infufion  of  gen- 
tian with  fenna,  fo  as  to  procure  one  motion 
daily.  But  little  benefit  was  obtained  by  thefe 
meafuresj  and  in  about  a fortnight  after- 
wards a thickening  of  the  integuments  took 
place  over  the  fibula  ; a confiderable  fwelling 
gradually  arofe,  and  another  abfeefs  formed, 
which  burfi:  in  about  three  weeks,  and  dif- 
charged  a confiderable  quantity  of  brownifh 
matter  mixed  with  blood.  During  this  time 
the  limb  was  merely  poulticed,  and  the 
patient  could  not  leave  his  bed.  His  pain 
was  extreme,  and  he  had  no  reft  at  night* 
The  ufe  of  opium  was  neceflary  to  alleviate 
his  fufferings,  and  .opening  medicines  occa- 
fionally  to  procure  ftools*  He  took  but 
little  nouriihment,  and  his  health  greatly  de^ 
dined.  The  difordered  ftate'of  the  ftomach 
and  bowels  was  much  aggravated  by  this  local 
iiTitation.  Indeed,  the  fituation  of  my  pa- 
tient was  now  particularly  perplexing.  The 
VOL.  I,  L local 
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patient  and  myfelf.  The  pain,  which  had  been 
conftant  before  preffure  had  been  employed, 
ceafed  from  the  titne  of  dreffing  till  five 
o’clock  on  the  following  morning ; but  from 
that  time  it  gradually  increafed  till  noon, 
when  thedreflings  were  renewed.  The  caufe 
of  this  occurrence  now  became  manifefi: ; for, 
upon  opening  the  bandage,  more  than  a tea- 
cup-full of  matter  was  difcharged  from  the 
different  finufes.  I drefied  the  limb  as  before, 
cutting  holes  for  the  efcape  of  the  matter 
oppofite  to  two  of  the  chief  finufes.  I defired 
the  patient  to  put  his  leg  to  • the  ground,  in 
order  to  afcertain  the  effedl  of  the  perpendi- 
cular pofition  when  the  veffels  werefupported; 
and  he  experienced  no  inconvenience.  The 
feconddaypafled,  as  the  former,  without  pain; 
and  as  the  matter  poured  into  the  finufes  readily 
efcaped,  he  had  no  uneafinefs  from  its  deten- 
tion. I.  recommended  him  to  fit  up,  and  put 
his  leg  to  the  ground  feveral  tim.es  in  the  day, 
in  order  to  accufirom  it  to  that  pofition.  After 
I had  drefied  it  on  the  third  morning,  the  pa- 
tient flood  up,  and  took  two  or  three  fteps 
very  feebly  ; but  this  was  rather  the  effea  of 
general  weaknefs  than  of  particular  infirmity 
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m the  difeafed  limb.  I now  advifedhim  to  g,a 
a little  way  out  of  town  in  a carriage.  The 
air  and  exercife,  together  with  the  freedom 
from  pain,  produced  a very  beneficial  effect. 
He  began  to  recover  his  appetite,  to  fkep  at 
night,  and  acquired  fo  much  ftrength,  that  he 
was  able  in  a week  to  go  about  his  houfe,  and 
to  refume  his  attention  to  bufinefs.  The  dif- 
charge  from  the  finufes  was  very  trifling,  and 
the  fores  looked  much  better.  The  patient 
now  undertook  to  drefs  ,his  leg  himfelf, 
and  hired  a lodging  out  of  town,  fo  that 
I only  faw  him  occafionally.  His  limb  was 
fo  much  amended  in  the  courfe  of  a fortnight, 
that  it  caufed  no  more  trouble  than  that  of 
daily  drefiing.  But  his  health  was  not  good. 
His  countenance  had  the  fame  expreffion  of 
illnefs  as  w^hen  I firfi:  faw  himj  his  tongue 
was  white  and  dry ; his  bowels  coftive  5 and 
the  ftools  of  an  unhealthy  colour.  I there- 
fore recommended  him  to  take  again  the  fame 
medicines,  which  I had -formerly  ordered  him. 
f lis  health  now  improved  j his  tongue  became 
moiifer,  and  lefs  furred ; the  bowels  more  re- 
* gular;  and  the  fceces  coloured  with  a more 
healthy  bile.  . He  continued  recovering  till 

the 
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the  middle  of  April,  when  he  began  to  com- 
plain of  the  trouble  of  applying  the  flicking- 
plaifler,  and  ufed  the  calico  roller  alone.  I 
did  not  fee  him  for  three  weeks,  and  then 
found  him  in  a very  defponding  flate.  He 
complained  of  the  tedioufnefs  of  his  confine- 
ment, whiph  had  lafled  more  than  half  a year, 
and  faid  that  he  would  willingly  fubmit  to 
have  the  finufes  laid  open,  if  that  would  make 
him  well.  I found  his  leg  well,  excepting 
two  orifices  near  the  tibia  j three  ulcers  which 
formed  the  apertures  of  as  many  finufes,  had 
healed;  the  outline  of  the  bone  could  be 
diflindlly  felt ; and  there  was  no  alteration  of 
it  in  form  or  fize.  I was  unable  at  firfl  to 
account  for  this  defpondency  under  fuck  fa- 
vourable circumflances ; but  I foon  difeovered 
that  it  was  the  effecl  of  hypochondriacifm. 
For  his  tongue  was  much  furred  and  dry ; and 
at  the  fame  time  that  he  left  off  the  bandage, 
he  had  alfo  difeontinued  his  medicines.  I 
urged  him  to  return,  to  them  immediately ; 
and  called  on  him  again  in  ten  days,  when  he 
perceived  clearly  the  abfurdity  of  his  late  de- 
fpondency, as  well  as  its  caufe.  ife  called  on 
pie  on  the  loth  of  July,  with  a new  fwelling 
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near  the  upper  part  of  the  tibia,  which  threat., 
ened  to  form  an  abfcefs,  fimilar  to  tliofe 
which  had  formerly  taken  place.  I covered 
the  limb  with  the  bandage  of  fticking-plaifter, 
as  at  firft.  The  new  difeafe  difappeared  en- 
tirely j and  the  old  ones  were  fo  much  bene- 
hted  by  the  exadl:  and  equal  preflurc,  that  the 
patient  felt  no  difference  between  the  found 
and  the  affedled  limb.  The  ulcers  gradually 
healed,  and  his  health  is  better  tlian  it  has 
been  for  fome  years : yet  ftill  there  is  an  evi- 
dent tendency  to  diforder  of  the  digeffjve 
organs. 
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SECTION  V. 

On  more  defined  Difeafes^  as  Carbuncle  and  Scrofula 
arifingfrom  D'lf order  of  the  Confiitution. 

IF,  upon  an  extenfive  and  accurate  examina- 
tion of  the  fubjedf,  it  were  to  appear,  that 
many  very  peculiar  and  very  diflimilar  local 
difeafes  originate  from  a common  caufe,  name- 
ly from  weaknefs  and  irritability  of  the  fyf- 
tem  in  general,  our  enquiry  would  be  further 
extended,  and  we  fliould  feel  anxious  to  know 
whether  fimilar  caufes  may  not  operate  in 
the  produdlion  of  more  common  and  more 
frequent  local  diforders.  As  far  as  my  late 
obfervations  have  enabled  me  to  determine, 
that  ftate  of  the  digelHve  organs,  which  I 
conlider  as  denoting  conlfitutional  diibrder, 
exifts  prior  to  the  formation  of  a carbuncle  j 
and  is  exacerbated  during  tlie  progrefs  of 
that  difeafe.  This  opinion  indeed  will  appear 
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probable,  if  we  confider  the  kind  of  perfons 
ivho  are  attacked  with  carbuncles,  and  the 
confiderable  derangement  of  health,  which 
even  a trivial  local  difeafe  of  this  nature  occa- 
fions.  I lhall  mention  but  one  cafe  in  fup- 
port  of  this  opinion,  though  I have  made 
fimilar  remarks  in  feveral  other  inftances, 

CASE  XIV. 

I attended  a gentleman,  who  was  afflidfed 
with  carbuncles,  during  three  fucceffive  at- 
tacks, at  the  interval  of  about  a year  between 
each.  I made  an  incilion  through  the  indu- 
rated Ikin,  down  to  the  fubjacent  doughy 
cellular  fubftance,  and  thus  brought  the  local 
difeafe  to  a crifis.  This  treatment  was  fuf- 
ficient  in  the  two  firfb  attacks ; the  extenlion 
of  the  difeafe  w^as  prevented ; the  doughs 
feparated,  and  the  wound  healed.  The  pa- 
tient, whofe  mode  of  life  was  intemperate, 
had  cough ; difficult  refpiration ; fullnefs  and 
tendernefs  of  the  parts  fituated  in  the  epi- 
gaflric  region  ; unhealthy  fecretion  of  bile ; 
and  in  fhort,  all  thofe  fymptoms  which  denote 
^ veiy  confiderable  degree  of  difordcr  of  the  , 

digeflivc 
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digeftive  organs : it  is  probable  indeed  that 
Ibme  organic  difeafe  of  the  chylopoietic  vif- 
cera  exifted.  After  he  had  recovered  from 
the  carbuncle,  I told  him  that  the  moft  im- 
portant difeafe  ftill  exifted  ; and  urged  him 
to  be  attentive  to  his  diet,  and  to  the  direc- 
tions of  his  medical  attendants.  He  ftill  how- 
ever continued  to  live  intemperately,  and.  . 
his  diforder  increafed.  He  was  indeed  nearly 
dying  from  difeafed  vifeera,  when  he  was 
attacked  with  carbuncle  for  the  third  time. 
The  divilion  of  the  parts  produced  a tempo- 
rary celfation  of  the  difeafe ; but  it  began 
again  to  fpread  in  every  diredfion  from  its 
circumference,  and  he  died. 

It  will  not,  I believe,  be  doubted,  that 
boils  are  a {lighter  degree,  with  fome  varia- 
tion, of  the  fame  difeafe,  which  ^caufes  an- 
thrax and  carbuncle ; and  it  is  almoft  unne- 
ceffary  to  remark,  that  fome  perfons  are  fub- 
jeef  to  a fucceflive  formation  of  very  large 
and  troublefome  boils  from  the  leaft  irrita- 
tion of  the  Ikin.  I have  feen  many  perfons 
thus  aftedled ; and  there  has  been,  in  every 
mftance,  diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs,  the 
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correftion  of  which  has  prevented  the  return 
of  thefe  vexatious  local  difeafes.  One  gen- 
tleman, who  had  been  tormented  for  many 
years  by  the  quick  fucceflive  formation  of 
boils  as  large  as  eggs,  has  been  free  from 
them  for  fome  years  ; though  he  has  had 
other  diforders,  which  denote  fuch  a condition 
of  the  conftitution,  as  it  has  been  my  object 
to  defcribe  in  this  paper. 

I have  remarked  in  many  inllances  that 
difeafes  of  the  abforbent  glands,  fudi  as  are 
ufually  and  jullly  denominated  fcrofula,  oc- 
curring in  adults,  have  apparently  originated 
from  the  difordcr  which  I have  defcribed.  In 
feveral  cafes  the  local  difeafe  was  of  long 
duration,  and  had  become  worfe  rather  than 
better  under  various  plans  of  medical  treat- 
ment j yet  it  amended  regularly,  and  fome- 
times  even  quickly,  in  proportion  as  the  flate 
of  the  digelfive  organs  was  correfted.  I 
need  not  detail  any  cafes  on  this  occafion, 
fmce  every  furgeon  muft  know  them  fami- 
liarly. The  patients  are  commonly  fent  to 
the  fea-fide,  or  into  the  country  j where  en- 
larged glands  fubfide,  and  thofe  which  have 

flip- 
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fuppurated  and  ulcerated  heal ; and  the  local 
diieafe  recovers,  in  proportion  as  the  health 
in  general  is  amended. 

There  are  cafes  of  fcrofulous  difeafes  oc- 
curring fuddenly,  and  in  various  parts  of 
the  body  at  the  fame  time,  which  feem  to 
originate  in  that  ftate  of  the  conflitution 
which  is  occafioned  by  diforder  of  the  digef- 
tive  organs.  I have  chiefly  obferved  thefe 
cafes  in  children ; and  they  have  followed 
fome  violent  febrile  affecHon,  In  two  cafes 
which  I lliall  particularly  mention,  the  fmall- 
pox  was  the  antecedent  difeafe.  I have  al- 
ready ftated,  that  when  the  health  has  been 
confiderably  difordered  by  fome  violent  dif- 
eafe, the  digeftive  organs  may  become  fubfe- 
quently  affedled  3 and  that  this  diforder  proves 
(I  caufe  of  many  fecondary  difeafes. 

CASE  XV. 

A child  of  two  years  old  had  the  fmall- 
pox,  fiom  which  he  did  not  feem  to  recover, 
but, -on  the  contraiy,  fell  into  a very  bad  fliate 
pf  health.  The  abforbent  glands  on  the  right 

fide 
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fide  of  the  neck  became  enlarged  in  fuccef- 
hon,  fo  as  to  form  altogether  a very  confi- 
derable  tumour,  which  extended  down  to 
the  collar  bone.  The  axillary  glands  then 
became  affecled  in  the  fame  manner;  the 
fwelling  was  unufually  great,  and  feemed  to 
extend  under  the  pe6foral  mufcle,  elevating  it, 
and  forming  by  this  means  a continuation  of 
tumour  with  the  glands  of  the  neck.  Thefc 
fwellings  had  partially  fuppurated,  and  had 
broken  in  two  places,  viz.  in  the  neck,  and 
about  the  margin  of  the  pecloral  mufcle  : but 
no  relief  followed ; on  the  contrary,  the  mafs 
of  difeafe  feemed  to  be  rapidly  increafing. 
The  child  was  -bowed  forwards,  fo  that  the 
fpine  was  much  curved  in  the  loins ; the  left 
leg  appeared  paralytic ; and  a fwelling  was 
perceived  in  the  kbdomen,  which  I could  not 
but  aferibe  to  an  enlargement  of  the  external 
iliac  glands.  The  child  was  extremely  ema- 
ciated-; his  Ikin  felt  hot  and  dry;  his  tongue 
was  covered  with  a brown  fur ; and  the  ftools 
were  black  and  highly  offenfive.  As  there 
was  no  expedlation  that  he  could  furvive  this 
defperate  Hate,  thofe  medicines  only  were 
preferibed  that  feemed  likely  to  corre6f  the 

Hate 
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ftate  of  the  digeftive  organs ; fuch  as  occa- 
fional  dofes  of  calomel  and  rhubarb.  A fl:ri61: 
attention  to  diet  was  alfo  recommended. 
Under  this  treatment  the  ftools  gradually 
became  natural,  and  the  tongue  clean.  The 
difeafe  feemed  to  flop  immediately.  As  the 
health  was  reflored,  the  fwellings  rapidly 
fubfided  j ancf  the  child  became  one  of  the 
healthiefl  and‘  ftoutell  of  the  family. 

» 

CASE  XVI. 

A female  child,  after  having  had  the  fmali 
pox,  got  into  bad  health  from  diforder  of 
the  digeftive  organs.  She  was  then  fuddenly 
attacked  with  a fcrofulous  aftedlion  of  the 
knee  and  elbow  of  the  oppofite  fides  of  the 
body.  Two  collccHons  of  fluid  had  taken 
place  beneath  the  fafcia  of  the  leg  and  thigh. 
The  joints  were  greatly  enlarged,  and  the 
fwelling  was  apparently  caufed  by  an  increafe 
in  the  fize  of  the  bones.  Had  I feen  either 
joint,  as  a Angle  cafe  of  difeafe,  I fhould  have 
faid  that  it  would  leave  the  child  a cripple. 
It  was  manifeft,  in  the’  prefent  inftance,  that 
thefe  local  difeafes  were  the  confequence  of 

general 
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general  ill-health;  and  that  the  firft  obje£l 
was  to  corre6l  the  diforder  of  the  fyftem.  The 
funflions  of  the  digeftive  organs,  which  had 
been  deranged,  were  reflored  to  their  natural 
ftate  by  employing  the  fame  diet  and  medi- 
cines which  had  been  fo  fignally  fuccefsful  in 
the  preceding  cafe.  By  thefe  means  the 
health  was  re-eftabliflied,  and  the  local  dif- 
eafes  gradually  difappeared. 

t 

I have  heard  it  remarked  by  furgcons  of 
great  experience,  that  patients  often  recover 
when  many  fcrofulous  difeafes  appear  at 
the  fame  time ; although  fome  of  them  may 
be  fo  confiderable,  that  they  would  feem 
to  warrant  amputation  had  they  appeared 
fmgly.  The  cafes  which  I have  related 
afford  a moft  clear  and  fatisfadlory  account 
of  the  mode  of  recovery.  General  irritation 
and  weaknefs  bring  on  difeafes,  to  which 
perhaps  a pre-difpofition  may  exilf,  in  feveral 
parts  of  the  body;  thefe  ceafe  when  their 
exciting  caufe  is  removed. 

Of  late  indeed  I have  been  equally  fur- 
prized  and  rejoiced  "to  fee  fwcllings  of  the 

abfor- 
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abforbent  glands  in  children  readily  difperfed  - 
by  that  medical  attention  to  corre6l  errors  in 
the  fun6lions  of  the  digeftive  organs,  which 
I have  defcribed.  Some  of  thefe  fwellings 
came  on  rapidly,  and  fome  llowly,  but  thefe 
were  fo  large  and  fo  much  inflamed,  that  if 
any  perfon  had  formerly  told  me  they  might 
be  difperfed  by  fuch  meafures,  I fhould  have 
thought  the  alTertion  an  abfolute  abfurdity 
from  its  direft  contradidlion  to  my  former 
experience.  From  amongfl:  a conflderable 
number  of  cafes  I fliall  relate  the  following. 

$ ’ 

CASE  XVIL 

I 

The  fon  of  one  of  my  friends  had  gradually 
fallen  into  a very  bad  ftate  of  health.  The 
child  was  about  fix  years  of  age,  and  had  been 
unwell  for  feveral  months ; when,  in  con- 
clufion,  two  glands  in  the  neck  became  gra- 
dually enlarged,  till  each  had  attained  the  fize 
of  a large  walnut.  The  child’s  tongue  was 
much  furred,  his  appetite  very  deflcient,  and 
capricious  j his  bowels  had  a coflive  ten- 
dency ; his  {tools  were  never  of  a proper 
colour.  His  flefh  was  waited  and  flabby,  his 
4 counte- 
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countenance  pale,  his  pulfe  feeble  and  fre^- 
quent;  and  his  general  demeanor  languid 
and  irritable.  I told  his  father,  that  I could 
advife  nothing  as  a local  application  better 
than  bread  and.  water  poultice ; and  that  the 
chief  obje61;  of  attention  was  the  corre6lion 
of  that  diforder  under  which  he  had  long, 
laboured,  fo  that  his  conftitutioh  might  regain 
its  natural  tranquillity  and  ftrength.  Upon 
this  fubje£l  I promifed  to  fpeak  to  the  gentle- 
man who  had  hitherto  attended  the  child.  In 
about  two  days  a deep  rednefs  came  over  the 
moff  prominent  part  of  each  gland,  denoting, 
as  I concluded,  j^difpofition  in  the  internal 
parts  to  fuppurate.  The  child  took  half  a 
grain  of  calomel  with  five  of  rhubarb  every 
fecond  night,  and  ten  drops  of  the  acid  : vi- 
triol: dilut:  three  times  a day.  In  about  a 
week,  an  evident  amendment  was  obferved  in 
the  appetite,  fpirits;  and  colour  of  the  excre^ 
tions  from  the  bowels.  In  a fortnight,  the 
fpirits  of  the  child  became,  to  ufe  the  words- 
of  the  parents,  ungovernable ; and  an  evi- 
dent amendment  of  the  health  in  general  took 
place.  In  a month,  the  child  might  be  faid 
to  be  well ; though  he  frill  remained  thin. 

^ After 
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After  another  fortnight,  he  difcontinued 
all  medicine,  except  the  occafional  ufe  of 
the  powders,  for  at  this  time  all  vefliges 
of  enlargement  in  the  glands  had  difappeared, 
I do  not  relate  this  cafe  as  extraordinary,  for 
I have  feen  feveral  worfe  cafes  cured  by  the 
fame  means  j and  as  I have  faid,  fome  of  the 
fwellings  have  come  on  tardily  and  others 
rapidly:  It  is  related  merely,  becaufe  in  the 

fame  family  another  child  had  fuppuration 
of  the  glands ; which  left  a fore  that  healed 
flowly. 

It  cannot  indeed  be  proved  that  thefe  cafes 
would  have  been  llrumous  j it  can  only  be 
faid,  that  to  all  appearance  they  were  the 
fame  as  others  which  I have  formerly  feen, 
fuppurate,  and  form  fores  flow  in  healing, 
and  fuch  as  are  generally  denominated  fcro- 
fulous. 


CASE  XVIII. 

A flender  child  about  five  years  of  age  had 
live  fwollen  glands  on  the  right  fide  of  the 
neck,  and  three  on  the  left.  Their  magni- 
tude 
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tude  was  confiderable,  and  the  child’s  ap- 
pearance fickly;  and  the  diforder  had  fo 
threatening  an  appearance,  that  ihz  gentle- 
man who  attended  the  family  requefted 
the  parents  to ‘take  fome  additional  opinion 
on  the  cafe.  The  tongue  was  furred, 
and  the  bowels  fo  habitually  coftive,  that 
fometimes  a week  elapfed  without  any  alvine 
evacuation.  As  the  child  was  feverifli,  he 
took  at  firil:  fome  faline  medicines  in  a ftate 
of  efFervefcence,  which  v/as  afterwards 
changed  for  the  diluted  vitriolic  acid.  He 
alfo  took  half  a grain  of  calomel,  every  fecond 
night,  which  gradually  brought  about  a 
regular  fccrction  of  healthy  bile,  ami  in  about 
three  weeks  the  child  miaht  be  raid  to  be 
well,  for  his  bowels  acted  regularly  w^hen  no 
medicine  was  taken,  and  the  difeharges  from 
them  were  properly  tindlurcd  with  bile. 
The  ufe  of  calomel  w'-as  now  only  recom- 
mended, if  the  appearance  of  the  (tools  va- 
ried from  the  rhubarb  colour.  The  fwollen 
glands  difappeared,  nothing  but  a bread  and 
water  poultice  having  been  applied  to  them. 
The  bodily  powders  of  the  child  were  con- 
fiderably  augmented,  and  his  aijpccl  became 
healthy. 


CASE 
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CASE  XIX. 

A boy  between  feven  and  eight  years  of 
age  had  a lamenefs  about  the  hip,  which  was 
fo  confiderable  as  greatly  to  alarm  his  pa- 
rents. There  was  no  tendernefs  when  the 
joint  was  compreffed  either  in  front  or  from 
behind.  The  toilgue  was  furred,  and  he  had 
been  fubjeft  to  flight  paroxyms  of  fever,  .re- 
fcmbling  an  intermittent.  I recommended 
half  a grain  of  calomel  with  a few  grains  of 
rhubarb  every  other  night.  In  a fliort  time 
the  lamenefs  fo  entirely  difappeared,  that  I 
was  no  .further  confulted  on  his  cafe. 
About  eight  months  afterwards,  however,  I 
was  deli  red  to  fee  him  with  three  confider- 
ably  enlarged  abforbent  glands  on  one  fide 
of  his  neck,  and  two  on  the  other.  They 
had  for  many  days  continued  to  increafe. 
He  was  at  that  time  feverifh,  and  I now  be- 
came more  acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  his 
health  in  general.  I learned  that  he  eat 
rather  voracioufly,  and  could  not  be  reflirain- 
ed  from  taking  very  highly  feafoned  food ; 
that  though  his  bowels  regularly  enough 

M 2 evacu- 
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evacuated  the  refidue  of  the  food,  the  ftools 
were  of  various,  and  always  of  faulty  colours, 
and  very  offenfive;  that  he  perfpired  profufely 
upon  the  flightefl  exertion.  His  fkin  was 
covered  every  where  with  feurf  and  eruptions, 
and  his  hands  were  hard,  harfh,  and  chapped. 
He  took  the  medicines,  as  in  the  preceding 
cafe,  for  about  the  fame  length  of  time,  when 
the  glandular  complaint  was  well.  > He  con- 
tinued the  half  grain  of  calomel,  however, 
for  three  months,  for  the  fecretion  of  bile 
had  not  even  in  that  time  become  healthy  in 
quantity  and  quality.  His  fkin  was,  how- 
ever, perfedlly  fmooth  and  free  from  erup- 
tions. His  hands  only  retained  in  a flight 
degree  theii*  former  feel. 

t 

' I have  alfo  feen  inffances  ,of  fores  ap- 
parently fcrofulous  left  after  the  fuppuration 
and  ulceration  of  difeafed  glands,  which  had 
continued  for  more  than  a year,  heal  rapidly 
under  the  fame  kind  of  treatment.  I have 
however  feen  other  inflances,  in  which  the 
fores  did  not  appear  to  be  amended  by  fuch 
conflitutional  treatment. 


I have • 
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I have  alfo  obferved  feveral  inftances  of 
ftrumous  affe6lions  of  the  fingers  in  children 
get  well  in  proportion  as  the  general  health 
has  become  edablifhed  by  corre6lingdifDrders 
of  the  digeftive  organs.  I need  not  however 
detail  them.  Thefe  difeafes  were,  in  my  opi- 
nion, ftri6fly  fcrofalous.  The  nature  of  the 
difeafe  in  the  following  cafe  will  not  I think 
|)e  doubted,  and  on  this  account  I relate  it, 

CASE  XX. 

A child  about  five  years  of  age,  after  hav- 
ing had  the  meafles,  got  into  a bad  date  of 
health,  and  had  feveral  fcrofulous  abfcefTes 
form  on  the  fore-arm.  They  became  fores  of 
various  fizes,  but  in  general  about  that  of  a 
ftiilling  j the  furrounding  fkin  was  thickened 
and  of  a purplifh  hue.  The  fores  were  foul 
and  without  granulations.  In  this  ftate  they 
wej'e  when  I firft  faw  the  patient,  and  had 
continued  with  occafional  amendment  and 
deterioration  for  two  years.  Being  confulted 
on  the  cafe,  and  perceiving  the  child  appear- 
ed out  of  health,  I examined  his  tongue, 
which  was  furred  j enquired  refpe6Hng  his 
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appetite,  which  was  deficient,  and  the  ftate 
of  his  bowels,  which  were  coftive.  The 
fame  medicines  were'prefcribed  as  in  the  for-, 
mer  cafes.  In  about  fix  weeks  the  child  got 
into  remarkably  good  health,  which  it  had 
not  enjoyed  from  the  time  of  its  firlt  indif. 
pofition,  and  tlie  fores  rapidly  and  Toundly 
healed. 

My  obfervations  have  led  me ' to  believe, 
that  mod:  local  difeafes  are  preceded  by  gene- 
ral indifpofition,  of  which  the  difordered  ftate 
of  the  digcftive  organs  is  an  evidence,  and 
may  have  been  a caule.  The  relief  arifing 
from  the  corredlion  of  this  diforder  is  indeed 
furprifing,  and  the  general  knowledge  of  this 
fa6l  I have  deemed  my  duty  to  promote  to 
the  utmoft  of  my  power.  When  the  appe- 
tite has  been  deficient,  I have  been  acculfom-  , 
ed  to  recommend  acids  as  medicines,  when  on 
the  contrary  it  has  been  good,  and  the  digef. 
tion  difficult  and  imperfedt,  I ' have  recom- 
mended bitters  and  alkalies, 

I mention  this  to  account  for  my  giving 
the  vitriolic  acid  in  thcle  cafes.  It  is  in  ad- 
dition 
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ditiori'to-its  medical  properties,  fo  pleafant, 
that  even  fpoiled  children  will  take  it  with- 
out agitating  themfelves,  and  diftreffing  their 
parents.  It . pleafes  me  to  be  able  to  give 
proofs  of  its  utility ; becaufe,  I think,  they 
will  be  allowed  to  difprove  that  any  fpecinc 
good  arifes  from  the  adminiftration  of  alka- 
lies. Alkalies  may  be  ufeful  occafionally  in 
dyfpeptic  cafes  j but  that  they  have  no  fpeci- 
fic  a61:ion  in  the  cure  of  fcrofula,  I have  long 
thought  from  fome  experiments  which  I made 
on  this  fubjedf  at  the  hofpital.  In  cafes  of 
fcrofulous  glands,  I gave  foda  in  dofes  which 
were  gradually  increafed  till  they  affedted  the 
qualities  of  the  urine,  without  perceiving  any 
benefit  to  accnie  to  the  local  difeafe  from  their 
ufe.  The  pleafure  which  I feel  in  thus  en- 
deavouring to  dil'prove  the  fpecific  virtues  of 
alkalies  arifes  from  this  circumftance; — That 
if  I am  right  in  my  notion,  that  they  are 
chiefly  ufeful  by  thei;  operation  in  the  fto- 
mach  and  bowels,  it  fliews  how  much  better 
it  is  to  be  informed  of  what  ought  to  be 
done  for  the  cure  of  difeafes,  than  of  the 
means  ^ by  which  it  may  occafionally  beac- 
complifhed}  or  in  other  words,  it  fhews 
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how  much  fuperior  the  rational  is  to  the  em- 
pirical practice  of  medicine. 

I 

' After  having  attempted  to  fhew  that  many 
non-defcript  difeafes  arife  apparently  from 
the  ftate  of  the  conflitution,  and  that  car- 
buncle and  fcrofula  are  fometimes  confe- 
quenccs  of  the  fame  caufe ; it  may  be  en- 
quired, whether,  if  the  fame  general  diftur- 
bance  of  the  health  can  produce  fo  many  va- 
rieties of  local  difeafe,  it  may  produce  many 
others,  and  even  every  variety.  Even  in 
cancer,  diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs  ap- 
pears to  be  antecedent  to  the  local  difeafe, 
and  aggravated  by  its  exiftence ; but  whether 
this  diforder  be  the  eftedl  or  caule  of  the 
conftitutional  diathefis  cannot,  I think,  be  at 
prefent  determined, 


CASEa 
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CASES. 


SECTION  IV. 

0/j  Difeafes  of  various  Glands^  ariftngfrom  Dif order 
of  the  Conjiitution. 

T HAVE  alfo  obferved  that  difeafes  of  parti- 
cular  organs  feem  to  originate,  in  many 
inftances,  from  diforder  of  the  fyftem  in  gene- 
ral. The  teftis  of  the  male  fubje6t,  and 
bread;  of  the  female,  have  furnifhed  me  witli 
examples  of  this  obfervation.  In  the  cafes 
' to  which  I allude,  the  teftes  were  alternately 
affefted,  enlarging  confiderably,  and  then 
fubfiding*.  I have  met  with  numerous 
and  interefting  cafes  of  fuch  difeafes  of  the 
bread ; however,  the  relation  of  a few  will 
be  fufficient  to  inform  the  reader  of  all  that 
I know  concerning  this  fubje6t. 

* The  caufe  which  excites  and  maintains  alternate  irri- 
Ration  and  difeafe  of  the  teftes,  generally  refides  in  the 
urethra  ; but  there  was  no  difeafe  of  that  part,  in  the  cafes 
which  I now  mention.  The  patients  firft  became  un- 
healthy, and  diforder  of  the  teftes  followed.  Similar  af- 
fections are  not  uncommon  in  pfeudo-fyphilis. 

5 
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CASE  j:xi. 

A ^ady  came  to  London,  to  fubmit  to  the  / 
removal  of  'a  difeafed  breaft,  if  it  fliould  be . 
judged  neceliary.  The  difeafe  had  exifted  for 
more  than  two  years.  The  breaft  of  the  af- 
fedled  fide  was  one  third  larger  than  the 
other indurated  in  feveral  parts;  and  fo 
much  enlarged  and  hardened  in  one  place, 
that  this  might  have  been  taken  for  a diftin61: 

' tumour  on  a hafty  and  inattentive  examina- 
tion *.  This  part  was  fituated  near  the  mar- 
gin of  the  peftoral  miilcle.  The  difeafe  had 
jefifted  the  various  means  employed  with  a 
view  to  difperfe  it,  fuch  as  leeches,  lotions, 
mercurial  ointment,  &c.  It  was  occafioiially 
painful,  and  cauled  the  patient  fo  much 
mental  anxiety,  that  the  furgeon,' who  attend- 
ed her  in  the.countiy,  thought  it  fhould  be 
femoved.  The  mammary  gland, of  the  op- 

* It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve  here,  for  the  inftruc- ' 
tion  of  the  younger  part  of  tlie  profeffipn,  jthat  if  a breaft 
containing  a portion  which  is  particularly.indurated  be  ex- 
amined witli  the  points  of  tlie  fingers  placed  circularly, 
the  difeafe  will  feel  like  a fcparate  tumour  ; but  if  the  flat 
furface  of  the  fingers  be  moved  over  it,  its  true  nature  wiU 
become  manifeft. 
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pofite  fide  was  far  from  being  in  a perfedlly 
healthy  ftate  j which  circumftance  appeared 
to  forbid  an  operation,  fince  the  fame  dilealc 
'might  take  place  afterwards  in  the  oppofitc 
brealt.  The  patient’s  general  health  .was 
much  impaired,  her  tongue  was  furred,  her 
appetite  deficient,  her  digeftion  imperfedl ; 
the  biliary  fecretion  was  diffirdered,  and 
the  bowels  coflive,  I ordered  her  to 
take  a compound  calomel  pill  eveiy  other 
night,  five  grains  of  rhubarb  half  an  hour 
before  dinner,  and  the  infufion  of  gentian 
with  fenna,  fo  as  to  procure  a fufficient  eva- 
cuation of  the  bowels  daily.  Linen  moifl- 
ened  in  water  was  applied  to  the  part  in  the 
evening,  or  when  it  felt  painful  and  heated. 
This  plan  of  treatment  reduced  the  bulk  of 
the  difeafed  gland  by  at  leafl  one  third  in  the 
courfe  of  a fortnight.  1 he  patient  w^ent 
afterwards  into  the  country,  ffill  en  ploying 
the  fame  medicines  j and  was  entirely  free 
from  the  difeafe  in  three  months,  though  flie 
felt  occafionally  fhooting  pains,  which  pro- 
bably indicated  that  her  health  was  not  com- 
pletely re-eftablifhed. 


CASE 
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CASE  XXII. 

A lady  confulted  me  on  account  of  a con- 
fiderable  fwelling  of  the  bread:,  attended  with 
much  pain.  It  had  come  on  fuddenly,  and 
had  been  painful  about  a week ; but  (lie 
thought  that  a lump  had  exifted  previous  to 
this  time.  The  principal  tumour  was  on  the 
fide  next  the  fternum,  and  was  as  large  as  an 
hen’s  egg ; it  feemed  to  be  diftinft,  yet  there  . 
was  a general  fwelling,  with  partial  indura- 
tion of  the  fubflance  of  the  gland.  The  tongue_ 
was  furred,  the  bowels  coftive,  and  the  pulfe 
frequent;  and  die  was,  to  ufe  her  own  ex- 
preflion,  very  nervous.  I direfted  her  to  ufe 
the  fame  means  as  were  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  cafe.  Small  dofes  of  mercury  a6l 
beneficially  on  the  bowels,  by  inducing  regu- 
lar and  healthy  fecretions ; and  I know  no 
better  method  of  adminiftering  it  as ‘a  difeu- 
tient.  The  general  induration  of  the  breafl 
and  tumefa6tion  of  the  integuments  fubfided 
quickly  under  this  treatment,  and  left  the 
lump  in  the  fame  ftate  which  I fuppofed  it 
to  have  been  in  before  the  attack  of  general 
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fwelling  and  pain.  In  another  week  this  ap- 
parently diftinft  tumour  was  flattened  on  its 
furface,  diminillied  in  fize,  and  confufed  with 
the  fubldance  of  the  mammary  gland.  Its 
form  varied  each  fuccefiive  week  j it  firft  be- 
came oblong,  and  afterwards  fcemed  to  fepa- 
rate  into  two  parts ; but  in  lefs  than  fix 
weeks  no  trace  of  it  could  be  felt. 

CASE  XXIII. 

A medical  man,  who  refides  in  the  country, 
brought  his  daughter  to  town  for  advice. 
She  had  apparently  a tumour  in  her  left 
breaft,  between  the  nipple  and  the  axilla ; in 
which  part  fhe  had  felt  a good  deal  of,  pain. 
The  fwelling  was  of  very  confiderable  fize, 
and  the  breaft  fo  tender,  that  I could  not 
exaflly  make  out  whether  it  arofe  from  dif- 
tin6l  tumour,  or  from  a partial  enlargement 
of  the  mammary  gland.  Want  of  time  pre- 
vented the  patient’s  father  from  fhewing  the 
cafe  to  another  furgeon.  I could  only  give 
him  this  opinion  j that  in  the  prefent  cir- 
cumftances  no  one  would  think  of  an  opera- 
tion. I recommended  the  application  of  the 
lotio  ammon.  acetat.  when  the  part  felt  heat- 
ed ; and  as  the  patient  had  diforder  9f  the 

ilo- 
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ftomach  and  bowels  to  a great  degree,  that 
the  chief  attention  fhould  be  paid  to  the  ftate 
of  thefe  organs.  A grain  of  calomel  was  di- 
rected to  be  taken  every  fecond  night ; rhu- 
barb before  dinner,  and  infuf.  gentian  and 
fenna,  if  necelTary. 

\ 

About  two  months  afterwards,  having  oc- 
cafion  to  be  in  that  part  of  the  country  where  • 
the  patient  refided,  I called  on  her.  Her 
father  then  told  me  that  the  fwelling  had 
fubfided  confiderably,  after  his  daughter’s 
return  in  the  country ; and  that  of  late  he 
had  not  examined  the  complaint,  as  flie  told 
him  file  felt  no  uneafinefs  from  it. 

When  I now  examined  the  breaft,  I could 
not  perceive  any  difference  between  it  and 
tlie  other.  No  veffige  was  left  of  a diforder, 
which  had  been  of  fuch  a magnitude,  as  to 
occafion  confiderable  alarm  j ia  circumftance 
that  excited  the  greateft  furprize  in  the  mind 
of  her  father,  who  was  a pradlitioner  of  much 
experience 

* I have  alfo  known  cafes  of  induration  and  fuppuration 
i£.  the  falivary  glands,  apparently  caufed  by  the  fame  gene- 
xal  diforder,  and  cured  by  die  fame  treatment. 

14 


before 


and  treatment  of  local  diseases,  175 

Before*  I had  paid  attention  to  thofe  com- 
plaints which  arife  from,  or  are  aggravated 
by  conditutional  caufes,  I could  not  have 
believed  that  fuch  confiderable  local  difeafes, 
after  refilling  various  topical  and  general 
means,  flrould  give  way  fo  readily  and  com- 
pletely to  fmall  dofes  of  medicine.  It  is  only 
by  confidering  the  manner  in  which  this 
effedt  is  produced,  that  the  fubjedl  can  be 
placed  in  a proper  point  of  view. 

An  attention  to  the  ftate  of  the  bowels 
is  indifpenfably  neceiTary,  even  in  the  com- 
mon pra6lice  of  furgery.  A fimple  cut  of 
the  finger  frets  into  a bad  phagedasnic  fore^ 
which  refills  every  local  remedy  fo  long,  that 
amputation  is  at  lafl  propofed.  This  is  the 
confeq;uence  of  bad  health,  which  in  its 
turn  is  aggravated  by  the  irritation  of  the 
fore.  The  patient  has  a furred  tongue,  with 
other  fymptoms  of  difordered  digeflive  organs. 
An  attention  to  this  diforder  correcls  the 
painful  Hate  of  the  fore,  which  now  heals 
rapidly  under  fimple  dreffings. 

A patient  has  a diforder  in  the  urethra, 

almoft 
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almoll:  too  trivial  for  furgical  attention  j yet 
producing  much  inconvenience.  The  func- 
tions of  the  digeflive  organs  are  impaired, 
and  he  is  hypochondriacal.  He  confults  a 
phyfician,  under  whofe  care  his  general 
health  is  amended,  and  he  no  longer  feels  or^ 
thinks  of  the  local  difeafe. 

An  eryfipelatous  inflammation  of  the  leg, 
is  imputed  to  fome  trivial  caufe ; as  for  in- 
ftance  a gnat- bite.  It  becomes  worfe  under 
the  common  remedies.  The  health  has  been 
long  declining,  and  the  chylopoietic  vifcera 
are  obvioufly  deranged.  The  eryfipelas  is 
quickly  cured  by  medicines  prefcribed  for 
that  diforder. 

* 

A patient  has  a trivial  fore  on  his  leg  which 
the  furgeon  finds  a difficulty  in  curing  by 
the  ufual  methods.  The  patient  feels  indif- 
pofed,  and  has  a manifefl;  diforder  of  his  di- 
geftive  organs.  The  fore'  begins  to  flough, 
and  becomes  very  painful.  The  diforder  of 
the  ftomach  and  bowels  is  augmented ; fo 
great  is  the  indigeflion,  that  the  fmall 
quantity  of  food  which  the  patient  thinks  it 

neceflary 
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neceflary  to  fwallow  for  fuftenance,  feels 
weighty  and  uncomfortable  in  the  ftomach  ^ 
and  the  vegetable  food  becomes  almoft  cor-* 
rofively  acid.  Opium  fails  to  procure  deep, 
or  even  to  give  eafe.  When  the  mortifica- 
tion has  fpread  fo  as  to  occupy  almoft  one 
fourth  of  the  integuments  of  the  leg,  feveral 
very  copious  pultaceous  ftools  of  a greenifh 
brown  colour  are  difcharged  from  the  bowels 
in  the  courfe  of  the  night,  and  tfie  patient’s 
feelings  undergo  an  entire  revolution.  Before 
this,  the  ftools  procured  by  medicine  were 
watry  and  dark  coloured.  The  patient 
now  fteeps  like  one  long  harafled  by 
pain  and  watching;  his  ftomach  is  tran- 
quil and  willingly  receives  aliment,  which 
now  produces  no  uneafy  fenfations.  The 
Ikin  which  had  been  hot  and  dry,  becomes 
moiftened  with  a gentle  perfpiration,  and  the 
pulfe  beats  with  its  natural  frequency,  and 
in  a tranquil  manner.  The  effedts  of  this 
favourable  crifis  being  maintained  by  medi- 
cal treatment,  the  doughs  are  thrown  off  and 
the  fore  heals  with  a rapidity  indicative  of 
confiderable  vigour  of  conftitution,  and  fur- 
ther demonftrative  of  the  doughing  not  hav- 
voL.  I.  N-  in? 
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ing  been  the  effe6l  of  vafcular  weaknefs,  but 
of  nervous  irritation.  I could  relate  numer- 
ous cafes  of  ei-ylipelatous  inflammation'  ter- 
minating in  floughing,  in  which  the  difeafe 
arofe  from  a fimilar  conflritutional  caufe. 

i 

A patient  fuppofes  that  his  knee  is  (trained; 
for  pain  and  inflammation  of  the  joint  fud- 
denly  come  on,  with  depofition  of  fluid  into 
the  articular  cavity ; this  attack  is  attended 
A\dth  fever,  furred  tongue,  and  unnatural  dif- 
charges  from  the  bowels.  Leeches,  cooling 
wafhes,  and  poultices ; in  (hort,  all  topical 
applications  are  unavailing.  It  is  a cafe  of 
rheumatic  inflammation,  for  which  a phyfi- 
cian  is  confulted.  Five  or  fix  weeks  elapfe 
without  any  abatement  of  the  difeafe,  the 
patient  being  almofl:  unable  to  (Hr  in  bed. 
An  alteration  in  the  health  fuddenly  takes 
place  ; the  tongue  becomes  clean,  the  bowels 
regular, and biliaiyfecretion  healthy;  and  there 
is  no  longer  any  pain  in  the  knee.  All  the 
fluid  is  abforbed  from  the  joint  in  two  days, 
and  the  patient  walks  about  his  chamber. 
Or  there  may  a6lually  have  been  fome  local 
injury';  but  the  confequences  are  very  con- 

8 fiderablc 
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fiderable  and  violent,  and' quite  iricommen- 
lurate  to  the  caufe.  Such  occurrences  can 
only  be  explained  by  imputing  the  efFe6ls  to 
the  itate  of  the  health  in  general 

A cafe  like  that  defcribed  in  the  preceding 
fketch  would,  I believe,  be  acknowledged  by 
every  one  to  be  dependent  on  the  ftate  of  tl>e 
conftitution  in  general;  but  I could  bring  for- 
ward a great  number  of  inftances  of  chronic 
affe6lions  of  joints,  incurable  by  local  mea- 
fures,  which  were  evidently  cured  by  corredt- 
ing  thofe  errors  in  the  Hate  of  the  digeftive 
organs,  which  were  the  caufe  or  effe6t  of 
general  diforder  of  conftitution.  In  difeafes 
of  joints,  we  find  three  diftini5l  kinds  of  cafes. 
Firft  a fcrofulous  difeafeof  the  bones,  which 
ultimately  affefts  their  articular  furfaces ; 
fecondly,  an  inflammatory  affedfion  of  the 
joint,  producing  effufion  of  fluids  into  its 
cavity  and  ulceration  of  the  cartilages  and 
ligaments  ; and  in  this  cafe,  the  moft  perfedt, 
reft,  and  moft  ftrenuous  efforts  by  local 

* As  operations  are  injuries,  fo  we  ought  not  to  per- 
form them,  if  it  can  be  avoided,  when  the  conflitution  is 
much  difordered.  I could  relate  feveral  Inftances  of  tlie 
wounds^made  in  operations,  affuming  difeafed  aftions  from 
fuch  a ftate  of  the  conftitution. 
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means  to  put  a flop  to  inflammation  are  re- 
quifite;  and  thirdly,  an  inflammation  de- 
pendent on  conftitutional  caufes.  This  in- 
flammation is  fometimes  of  an  a6live  and 
painful  nature;  and  fometimes  of  a more  in- 
dolent and  chronic  chara6ler^  but  whatever 
form  it  may  aflume,  it  is  lefs  prone  to  injure 
the  flru6lure  of  the  joint,  and  tittle  fufceptible 
of  cure  by  local  meafures,  whilft  it  yields 
to  thofe  means  which  tend  to  improve  the 
health  in  general.  When  a difeafed  joint  is 
fo  fituated  as  to  become  an  obje6l  of  examina- 
tion, thefe  circumftances  will  be  fufficiently 
evident.  I am  induced  to  mention  them 
chiefly  on  account  of  fuch  variety  of  affec- 
tions occurring  equally  in  the  hip,  as  well  as 
in  the  other  joints,  in  which  cafe  the  be- 
nefit  accruing  from  different  modes  of  treat- 
ment is  lefs  demon  flrable  to  the  fight  and 
touch  *, 

* As  I “know  of  no  treatife  on  difeafes  of  the  hip  in 
tirhich  the  diftin£lion  of  cafes  is  made  ; and  as,  from  what 
.1  have  feen,  I cannot  but  confider  the  fubjeeft  to  be  very 
important  i fo  I think  I fhould  do  wrong  to  forego  the 
- prefent  opportunity  of  relating  as  fuccindtly  as  poflible  two- 
of  a confiderable  number  that  have  come  under  my  obfer- 
wtion,  in  order  to  excite  attention  to  this  fubjeft. 
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CASE  I. 

A boy  about  twelve  years  old  was  fent  from  i^hool  to 
London,  being  fuppofed  to  have  a lumbar  abfcefs.  There 
was  a confiderable  colleftion  of  fluid  beneath  the  fafcia  of 
the  thigh  ; but  it  received  no  impulfe  when  the  patient 
coughed.  The  boy  limped  in  walking  as  if  he  had  a dif- 
eafed  hip,  fcarcely  bearing  on  the  afiie£ted  joint.  When 
preflure  was  made  on  the  front  of  the  orbicular  ligament, 
it  gave  him  acute  and  confiderable  pain.  He  was  kept 
perfectly  quiet  in  bed,  blood  was  taken  by  leeches  re- 
peatedly from  the  integuments  oppofite  to  the  inflamed 
joint,  and  linen  wet  witli  diluted  aq:  ammon:  acet:  coiv- 
ftantly  applied,  till  preflure  no  longer  occafioned  pain.  A 
blifter  was  then  applied  over  the  joint,  and  the  cuticle  being 
removed,  the  fore  furface  was  dreflTed  with  favine  cerate. 
This  drelling  produced  confiderable  inflammation  and  ul- 
ceration beyond  the  bliftered  part,  and  caufed  the  furface 
of  the  fkin  which  had  been  deprived  of  its  cuticle  to  mor- 
tify. Near  a month  elapfed  before  the  fore  healed.  At 
this  time  no  fluid  was  difcoverable  beneath  the  fafcia  ; no 
uneafinefs  was  felt  when  the  joint  was  comprefled  j and 
the  boy  could  not  be  prevented  from  getting  up,  becaufe 
he  felt  as  competent  to  walk  about,  as  before  the  occur- 
rence of  his  difeafe.  He  went  to  fchool  again  in  the 
country,  and  after  two  years  was  put  into  a merchant’s 
employ  ; in  which  fituation,  he  was  obliged  to  be  con- 
ftantly  walking  about  the  town.  He  then  again  became 
lame  in  the  fame  manner,  but  not  to  the  fame  degree. 
There  was,  however,  no  effufion  of  fluid  beneath  the  faf- 
cia of  the  thigh.  A month’s  reft  with  fimilar  treatment 
feemed  to  have  cured  this  relapfe ; and  I then  told  his 
father  that  he  muft  change  the  employment  of  his  fon  : 
obferving,  that  though  the  joint  might  recover  fufEciently 
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to  endure  common  exercife,  witliout  injury,  it  was 
not  to  be  expcdled  tliat  it  would  ever  be  able  to  fuftain 
violent  exertions  with  impunity.  I urged  him,'  alfo, 
to  let  me  know  immediately  if  there  was  any  return 
of  lamenefs.  About  three  months  afterwards,  I met  the 
fatlicr  and  his  fon  in  the  ftreet,  and  obferved  that  the  youth  . 
limped  in  walking  very  much.  I alked  why  I had  not 
been  informed  immediately,  as  I had  requefted,  of  return 
of  lamenefs ; and  further  enquired,  whether  the  boy  ftill 
continued  in  the  fame  fituation.  Being  told  that  he  did  fo, 

I felt  fo  much  hurt  at  the  cruel  and  abfurd  conduct  of  his 
father,  that  I declared  I would  no  longer  interfere  in  their 
concerns,  nor  was  I alked  to  do  fo. 

All  that  I can  further  relate  of  this  cafe  is,  that  a large 
abfcefs  formed  and  broke  behind  the  trochanter,  and  that 
I once  afterwards  faw  the  poor  lad  lying  in  St.  Bartholo- 
mew’s hofpital  with  his  thigh  bone  dillocated  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  deftru6lion  of  the  ligaments  of  the  joint. 

/ 

CASE  II. 

, 'A  young  lady  of  a delicate  and  fufceptible  conllitutlon, 
who  had  fuffered  much  uneafmefs  of  mind  on  account  of 
fome  of  her  friends,  became  fo  exceflively  lame  in  the  left 
hip  that  Ihc  could  not  move  a few  Heps  without  fupport. 
Preflure  on  the  front  of  the  joint  occafioned  confiderable 
pain.  Her  tongue  was  much  furred,  and  her  bowels 
' greatly  difordered,  and  Ihe  had  fits  of  agitated  and  diffi- 
cult refpiration.  I recommended  nothing  but  tepid  fo- 
mentations to  the  hip,  and  explained  to  her  phyfician  what 
I thought  would  be  right  to  be  done  with  regard  to  the 
ftate  of  the  digellive  organs. 

As  Ihe  became  better  in  health,  her  power  of  moving 
about  increafed,  and  ftie  went  to  tlie  fea-fide.  After  two 

-years 
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years  there  ftill  remained  feme  tentiernef^  whert  the-  hip 
jcMiit  was  compreffed  and  feme  tldckening  of  the  parts- 
which  covered  it.  She^  however,  eventiually  got  wellj, 
though  no  local  appilca-tions  of  any  moment  were  made: 
to  the  difeafed  parts.  I need  fcarcely  add,,  that  the  means 
employed  in  the  firll  cale,  with  fuch  ftriking  faerel% 
would  have  been  prejudicial  in.,  the  latter,,  whilft 
which  were  ferviceable  in  the  k£t  cafe,,  would  beeS' 
futile  and  nugatory  in  tlie  former- 
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CASES. 

/ 

•SECTION  V. 

Diforders  of  Parts  which  have  a Continuity  of  Sur- 
face withs  the  alimentary  Canal, 

T HAD  formerly  obferved  fpafmodic  ftruc- 
^ tures  of  the  cefophagus  to  difappear  under 
various  'modes  of  treatment,  in  a manner 
which  I did  not  underftand.  Mercury  feem- 
.ed  to  effedf  the  cure  in  three  inffances.  Many 
cafes  have  occurred  to  me  lately,  in  which 
the  irritation  in  the  oefophagus  feemed  to 
be  firft  excited  and  afterwards  maintained 
by  diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs.  It  will 
be  readily  allowed,  that  fpalmodic  ftridtures 
. of  the  oefophagus,  when  long  continued,  may 
caufe  a thickening  in  the  affedted  part  of  the 
tube,  and  thus  the  ftridlure  may  become  per- 
manent. One  inftance  will  be  fufficient  to 
illuftrate  and  verify  this  view  of  the  fub- 

jea. 
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CASE  XXIV. 

I 

A lady,  who  had  been  in  bad  health  for 
many  years,  and  was  fuppofed  by  her  medi- 
cal attendants  to  have  a ftridlure  of  the  oefo- 
phagus,  became  at  laft  incapable  of  fwallow- 
ing  any  food,  except  invery  fmall  quantities; 
Ihe  was  even  then  obliged  to  drink  fome 
fluid  after  each  morfel,  to  facilitate  its  defcent 
into  the  ftomach.  Some  mucus  and  blood 
rofe  into  the  mouth  after  vomiting,  which 
very  generally  followed  the  taking  of  food. 
Under  thefe  circumflances,  I was  requefted 
to  pafs  a bougie,  in  order  to  afcertain  the  ftate 
of  the  oefophagus  j but  I declined  this  exami- 
nation, on  account  of  the  diforder  which 
exifted  in  the  ftomach.  The  tongue  was 
greatly  furred;  the  parts  in  the  epigaftric 
region  very  tender  : the  bowels  much  difor- 
dered;  the  fecretion  of  bile  either  very  un- 
healthy, or  entirely  wanting;  eveiy  fymptom, 
in  fliort,  which  indicates  an  aggravated  form 
of  diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs,  exifted 
in  a ftriking  degree.  The  ftomach  and  bow- 
els were  brought  into  a better  ftate  by  fuch 
medical  attentions  as  I have  already  fo  often 
defcribed;  and  the  cefophagus  partook  of 

this 
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this  amendment : for  moderately  flzed  mor- 
fels  of  food  could  now  be  fwallowed  with- 
out  the  neceflity  of  wafhing  them  down  by 
liquids.  The  general  health  alfo  improved^ 
and  fhe  became  fat.  But  the  diforder  of  the  . 
digeftive  organs,  which  had  been  of  long, 
continuance,  was  not  completely  fubdued;* 
fhe  was  ftill  fubjedf  to  relapfes,  and  in  fome 
of  thefe  the  difiiailty  of  deglutition  again 
' occurred 


• The  throat  and  mouth  arc  the  parts  next 
in  order ; but  it  is  unneceflary  to  relate  addi- 
tional cafes  under  this  head:  fome  of  the 
in  fiances  already  recorded  will  be  fufficient 
to  confirm  my  fentiments  on  this  fubjedb, 
and  the  propriety  of  the  pradiice  which  I 
have  recommended. 

That  difeafes  of  the  nofe  may  be  caufed 
or  aggravated  by  irritation  arifing  from  the 
fiomach  is  a propofition,  which  will,  I think, 
be  readily  granted.  .Indeed  it  feems  furpri- 
fing  that  the  operation  of  this  caufe  has  been 

i 

* This  patient  has  now  for  more  than  four  years  beep 
free  from  diis  diforder. 

" i^q  ..  fo 
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fo  little  adverted  to  in  books  of  forgery;  fince 
the  phaenomena  which  prove  the  fa6l  are  fo 
well  known.  Are  the  monftrous  nofes,  caufed 
by  exceflive  drinking  of  vinous  and  fpiritu- 
ous  liquors,  to  be  otherwife  accounted  for, 
than  by  irritation  arifing  from  the  ftomach  ? 
And  do  not  worms  in  children  caufe  a teazing 
fenfation  in  the  extremity  of  the  nofe  ? I 
had  feen,  in  private  pradlice,  fevej'al  cafes  of 
irritation  and  fwelling  of  the  end  of  the  nofe, 
in  fome  inftances  accompanied  with  fmall  ul- 
cerations of  the  pituitary  membrane.  In  thefe 
cafes,  the  Ikin  over  the  nofe,  which  was  tumid, 
became  rough  and  difcoloured : the  middle 
of  the  difcoloured  part  became  found  ; whilft 
the  circumference  retained  its  morbid  aftions, 
the  difeafe  there  fpread  in  a fmall  degree.  In 
thefe'  cafes  the  tongue  was  furred  ; and  there 
were  evident  indications  of  diforder  in  the 
ftomach  and  bowels.  The  difeafe  was  check- 
ed, and  cured,  by  attention  to  this  diforder. 
I was  ftrongly  imprelTed  with  the  opinion, 
that  if  thefe  cafes  had  been  negledfed,  they 
would  have  terminated  in  that  herpetic  ulce- 
ration, which  fo  often  affedls  the  end  of  the 
pofe.  I have  alfo  feen  feveral  inftances  of 

that 
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that  herpetic  ulceration  in  its  confirmed  ftatc 
more  materially  benefited  by  medical  atten- 
tion to  corredt  the  diforder  of  the  digediive 
organs  than  by  any  local  application  : and  I 
feel  confident  that  it  may  be  frequently  cured 
by  fuch  endeavours. 

I have  bbfei*ved,  in  all  the  cafes  of  that 
noifome  and  intradtable  difeafe,  ozaena,  which 
have  come  under  my  care  lately,  that  the 
ftomach  and  bowels  have  been  difordered  j 
and  more  benefit  has  been  obtained  by  endea- 
vouring to  bring  thefe  organs  into  a healthy 
ftate,  than  by  all  the  local  application,  which 
had  been  previoufly  tried.  I Jdated  to  a me- 
dical friend  my  opinions  refpedting  one  pa- 
tient, who  came  from  the  country,  and  beg- 
ged to  know  the  effedl  of  the  treatment  which 
I had  propofed.  He  informed  me,  after  fome 
months,  that  hq  had  not  been  able  to  fucceed 
in  correcting  the  vifceral  diforder ; and  after 
relating  the  means  which  had  been  ufed,  he 
adds,  “The  patient  was  now  attacked  with 
a bilious  diforder,  to  which  fiie  had  formerly 
been  fubjedt,  and  for  which  I gave  her  fix 
grains  of  calomel  in  a bolus,  which  foon 

relieved 
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I'elieved  her.  During  this  attack  the  nofe 
feemed  well ; there  was  no  fetor  in  the  dlf- 
charge,  and  fbe  recovered  her  fenfe  of  fmel- 
ling.”  However  the  difeafe  returned  after- 
wards as  before. 

j 

I have  known  fever al  inftances  of  perfons 
who  have  for  a long  time  been  fubje£l  to 
polypi  of  th''  nofe,  in  which  the  polypi 
ceafed  to  grow  after  fome  attention  had  been 
paid  to  correft  adiforder  of  the  digeftive  organs. 

In  farther  confirmation  of  the  opinion, 
that  difeafes  of  the  nofe  depend  much  upon  / 
the  ftate  of  the  ftomach,  I fhall  mention  the 
cafe  of  a woman,  who  had  a difeafe  of  the 
nofe,  which  I expected  would,  at  leaft,  prove 
very  tedious  and  very  troublefome,  but  which 
got  well  fpeedily  under  fimple  dreflings,  in 
confequence,  as  appeared^  from  the  effe61:  of 
internal  medicines. 


CASE  XXV. 

This  patient  was  between  thirty  and  forty 
years  of  age ; had  a furred  tongue,  bowels 
alternately  coftive  and  lax,  and  the  difcharges 
drfcoloured.  An  enlargement  of  the  left  ala 
1 4 ' nafi. 
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nafi,  caufed  by  a great  thickening  of  the  parts 
covering  and  lining  the  cartilage,  had  gradu- 
ally taken  place.  The  Ikin'was  difcoloured, 
and  an  ulcer,  about  the  fize  of  a fixpence,  had 
formed  on  the  under  furface  of  the  ala*  The 
fore  v^as  deep,  with  a Houghing  furface,  and 
uneven  and  fpreading  edges.  Spermaceti  ce- 
rate was  employed  as  a drelTing  j and  the  ex- 
ternal Ikin  was  frequently  bathed  with  Gou- 
lard’s walh.  She  was  ordered  to  take  inter- 
nally  five  grains  of  rhubarb  an  hour  before 
dinner,  five  grains  of  the  pil.  hydrarg.  every  • 
fecond  night,  and  the  infufion  of  gentian  with 
fenna  occafionally.  The  fore  ceafed  to  fpread, 
the  fwelling  gradually  fubfided,  and  all  dif- 
eafed  appearances  were  removed  in  the  courfe 
of  a month.  The  patient  alfo  found  her 
health  confiderably  amended. 

’ In  moft  cafes  of  deafnefs,  there  is  probably 
a ftate  of  irritation,  and  a tendency  to  inflam- 
mation, throughout  the  paflages  of  the  ear. 
The  external  meatus  may  be  unufually  fen- 
fible,  tlie  fecretions  being  either  fupprefled, 
or  difeharged  in  an  unnatural  quantity.  The 
lining  of  the  euftachian  trumpet  is  thickened; 

and 
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and  hence  it  becomes  partially  obftru61:ed.  It 
muft  be  admitted  that  fuch  a ftate  of  the  oi> 
gan  is  likely  to  be  aggravated  by  a caul^ 
which  maintains  or  produces  irritation  in  the 
nofe.  When  dullnefs  of  hearing  alfo  depends  - 
on  a torpid  ftate  of  the  nerves,  it  may  be 
caufed  by  the  fame  circumftance,  which  is 
known  to  affedl  the  leniibility  of  other 
nerves. 

Indeed,  I have  remarked  that  the  hearing 
of  many  perfons  has  conliderably  varied  with 
the  ftate  of  their  health  in  general ; fo  that  I 
felt  no  furprife  from  the  occurrence  related 
in  the  following  cafe.  ^ 

A gentleman  applied  to  me  on  account  of 
fome  pfeudofyphilitic  fymptoms,  which  I told 
him  would  gradually  become  well.  • I advifed 
him,  at  the  fame  time,  to  be  particularly  at- 
tentive to  the  ftate  of  the  digeftive  organs, 
which  were  generally  difordered  by  the  effects 
of  the  poifon.  He  took  five  grains  of  the  pil. 
hydrarg.  every  fecond  or  third  night.  The 
diforders  for  whiqh  he  had  confultcd  me  were 
all  removed  in  the  courfe  of  two  months  ; 

v/hea 


igi  ON  THE  CONSTITUTIONAL- ORIGIN, 

t 

when  I received  a letter  from  him,  faying, 
that  he  thought  it  a duty  he  owed  to  me  and 
to  the  public  to  inform  me,  that  the  lenient 
courfe  of  mercury,  ,which  I had  recommend- 
ed, had  cured  him  of  a confiderable  degree  of 
habitual  deafnefs. 

It  is  well  known  that  ophthalmy  frequent- 
ly arifes  from  conftitutional  caufes  j and  in 
fuch  cafes  the  digeftive  organs  are  generally 
deranged.  The  health  will  be  mod  fpeedily 
reftored,  and  the  local  difeafe  mod  effedlually 
diminifhed,  by  corre6Hng  the  difordered  date 
of  the  abdominal  vifcera.  There  is  no  ne- 
cedity  for  enlarging  upon  this  fubjefl ; yet  it 
may  be  ufeful  to  date  what  I have  obferved 
refpe61:ing  thofe  ophthalmies,  which  take  place 
fubfequently  to  gonorrhoea,  and  which  have 
generally  been  afcribed  to  a retropulfion  of 
that  diforder,  or  to  the  accidental  application 
of  the  difcharge  to  the  furface  of  the  eye.  In 
the  word  of  the  cafes,  which  I have  feen 
lately,  there  was  confiderable  rednefs  and  irri- 
tability of  the  eye,  lading  nearly  a fortnight. 
The  digedive  organs  were  deranged  in  all  the 
inftances,  to  which  I allude ; and  I attribute 

tlie 
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the  comparative  well-doing  of  thefe  pa- 
tients to  the  attention  which  was  paid  to 
their  correction.  In  other  cafes,  which 
I had  formerly  been  witnefs  to,  where 
evacuations  by  bleeding  and  purging,  &c. 
were  employed,  the  diforder  was  extreme- 
ly obftinate;  nay  feveral  patients  loft  their 
fight. 


The  cafes  of  ophthalmy  connedied  with 
gonorrhcea  appear  to  be  of  two  kinds.  In 
the  wbrft  cafe,  and  that  which  I have  happened 
to  meet  with  moft  rarely,  there  is,  I think, 
reafon  to  fuppofe  that  fome  of  the  difcharge 
from  the  urethra  has  been  accidentally  ap- 
plied to  the  furface  of  the  eye.  This  circum- 
ftance  may  be  inferred  from  the  copious  and 
puriform  difcharge  which  takes  place  from 
the  conjundtiva  which  is  continued  for 
about  three  weeks,  and  from  the  difeafe  not 
yielding  to  any  remedies  which  ufualiy  re- 
lieve other  ophthalmies.  The  milder  and,  to 
me,  more  commonly  occurring  cafe,  feems  to 
be  the  refult  merely  of  irritability  of  xonfti- 
tution.  With  relation  to  this  fubjedl  I may 
mention  that  I know  a patient  who  has  feve- 
voL.  I.  o ral 
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ral  times  had  difcharge  from  the  urethra  and 
inflamed  eyes  alternating  with  each  other ; 
and  both  apparently  arifing  from  conftitu- 
tional  caufes.  I fhall  alfo  add  the  following 
ffriking  inftance  of  ophthalmy  conne6led 
with  gonorrhoea,  in  which  the  inflammation 
of  the  eyes  can  neither  be  fuppofed  to  be  the 
effedt  of  local  contamination  nor  of  ‘metaf- 
tafls. 

} 

CASE  XXVI. 

A gentleman,  having  a gonorrhoea  and  being 
in  a remote  part  of  Scotland,  felt  himfelf  ob- 
liged to  go  to  the  weft  of  England  with  the 
greateft  expedition.  He  came  to  London  by 
the  mail  coach,  and  during  the  journey  his 
eyes  became  greatly  inflamed,  and  he  was 
much  tormented  with  dyfury  j he  was  indeed 
fo  ill,  upon  his  arrival  in  town,  as  to  be  unable 
to  proceed  on  his  journey.  His  eyes  were  ex- 
ceedingly red  and  painful,  and  the  lids  tu- 
mid. He  had  frequent  and  urgent  delire  to 
void  his  urine.  The  difcharge  from  the 
urethra  w^as  very  copious.  His  tongue  was 
much  furred;  his  bowels  had  a coftive  ten- 
dency; the  ftools  were  blackilh  and  offenfive; 

his 
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his  puife  frequent,-  and  neither  full  nor 
llrong;  his  fkin  hot  and  rather  dry.  He 
faid  that  formerly,  having  a gonorrhoea,  he 
had  been  affedted  with  ophthalmy  in  the  fame 
manner.  He  was  \lirecled  frequently  to 
bathe  his  eyes  with  lukewarm  decodlion  of 
poppies ; but  the  chief  attention  was  paid  to 
the  ftate  of  his  ftomach  and  bowels.  He 
took  five  grains  of  the  pilul.  hydrarg.  every 
night,  and  other  medicines  to  procure  a fuf- 
ficient  alvine  evacuation  daily.  On  the  third 
day  he  had  fevere  rheumatic  pains  in  his 
fhoulder.  On  the  fourth,  his  knee  became  af- 
fe6ted  with  rheumatifm,  and  fo  much  fwollen 
that  he  was  incapable  of  moving  about, 
though  his  eyes  were  much  better,  fo  that 
he  was  able  to  fit  up  and  bear  the  window 
fhutters  of  his  chamber  to  be  left  open,  which 
he  could  not  before  have  permitted.  On  the 
fifth  day,  though  better,  his  eyes  were  ftill 
much  inflamed,  his  dyfury  troublefome,  and 
he  was  unable  to  walk  from  the  rheumatic 
afle6lion  of  his  knee.  The  difcharges  from 
the  bowels  had  been  regularly  obferved,  and 
they  ftill  continued  of  a very  wrong  colour, 
till  ihe  evening  of  this  day,  when  he  had  a 
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Hool  properly  tiii(5h.ired  with  healthy  bile. 
He  now  felt  a fudden  and  furprizing  amend- 
ment, which  appeared  equally  fo  to  others 
on  the  following  day^  for  I found  him 
walking  about  with  vety  little  lamenefs,  his 
eyes  requiring  no  further  attention  than 
wearing  a green  fhade,  and  he  had  no  dy- 
fury.  In  two  days  he  purfued  his  journey, 
nor  did  he  experience  any  relapfe.  /• 

There  is  a chronic  ophthalmy,  which  is,  I 
believe,  generally  confidered  to  be  venereal, 
probably  from  the  difficulty  of  curing  it, 
and  probably  from  mercury  being  frequently 
beneficial  to  it.  As  cafes  of  this  defeription 
evince  how  much  ophthalmies  are  likely  to 
depend  upon  conftitutional  caufes,  I fhall 
briefly  relate  the  following  to  identify  the 
kind  of  difeafe  to  which  I allude. 

CASE  XXVII. 

A gentleman  had  for  more  than  two  years 
been  more  or  lefs  fubjeft  to  a chronic  oph- 
thalmy. When  he  was  very  bad,  he  had 
twice  ufed  mercuiy  for  its  cure,  and  with 
temporary  fuccefs.  The  lafl  mercurial  courfc 

was 
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was  a confiderable  one,  as  the  relapfe  of  his 
diforder  was  attributed  to  the  infufficiency 
of  the  former  one.  The  ophthalmy,  how- 
ever, returned  with  as  much,  if  not  with 
more  feverity  than  formerly.  . The  eye  was 
extremely  red,  very  irritable,  and  his  vifion 
very  imperfefl.  I found  the  patient  fhut  up 
in  a clofe  and  dark  chamber,  from  which  he 
rarely  ventured  to^'ftir,  left  he  fhould  catch 
cold.  His  tongue  was  furred,  and  his  biliaiy 
fecretion  faulty.  I diredted  fmall  dofes  of 
mercury  every  fecond  night,  merely  as  pro- 
bilious  medicines,  and  requefted  him  to  pay 
attention  that  his  bowels  were  kept  clear 
without  being  what  is  called  purged.  I alfo 
urged  him  to  go  out  into  the  air  and  ufe 
adtive  exercife.  By  purfuing  thefe  meafures, 
the  ophthalmy  was  nearly  well  in  about  three 
weeks.  He  now  either  caught  cold  or  fan- 
cied  that  he  had  done  fo ; his  general  health 
became  difturbed,  and  his  ophthalmy  return- 
ed. It  got  well,  however,  as  the  difturbance 
of  his  conftitution  wore  of,  and  though  he 
had  two  or  three  times,  during  a year,  fome 
trivial  returns  of  ophthalmy,  yet  they  were 
always  induced  by  general  diforder,  and  rea- 
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dily  got  well  by  meafures  direfted  to  correfl 
diforders  of  the  alimentary  canal. 

» 

That  cutaneous  difeafes  * are  much  con- 
nected with  the  ftate  of  the  ftomach,  is  gene- 
rally known.  Hence  various  medicines  have 
been  recommended  to  correCt  diforders  of 
that  vifcus,  with  the  view  of  removing  the 
more  evident,  but  confeqlient  difeafe  of  the 
fkin.  The  account,  which  I have  given  of 
diforders  of  the  digeftive  organs,  may  lead  to 
a more  rational  and  lefs  empirical  treatment, 
and  to  the  morejufl  appreciation  of  the  value 

* It  may  perhaps  be  right  to  advert  to  the  direcSI  and 
fudden  fympathy  which  exifts  between  the  fkin  and  the 
ftomach.  In  affc£Iions  of  the  latter  organ,  the  fkin  is  dry 
and  cold,  moift  and  cold,  hot  and  dry,  or  moifl  and  dry  ; 
and  it  fuddenly  changes  from  the  one  to  the  other  condi- 
tion, as  the  ftate  of  the  ftomach  varies.  When  the  diges- 
tive organs  are  difordered,  the  irritable  ftate  of  the  fkin  is 
manifeflcd  by  ,the  effe6ls  of  bliflers  and  other  irritating  ap- 
plications. A blider  produces  a tormenting  local  difeafe, 
and  even  a Bilrgundy  pitch  plafler  caufes  extenfive  ery- 
thema. Indeed,  when  the  conftitution  is  irritable,  all  the 
modes  of  counter-irritation,  which  furgeons  employ  under 
other  circumftances  with  fuccefs  for  the  cure  of  local  dif- 
eafes, are  likely  to  do  harm  j and  thus  thefe  curative  me- 
thods obtain  diferedit  in  confequence  of  their  ill-timed  em- 
ployment. 


and 
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and  mode  of  a(5Hon  of  remedies,  which  are 
fandf  ioned  by  experience.  It  is  almoft  fuper- 
fluous  to  relate  any  cafe  to  authenticate  fo 
well  known  a fact ; the  following,  however, 
may  be  found  interelling  and  inftructive. 

A patient  in  St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpitai 
had  an  herpetic  difeafe  of  the  Ikin.  This  had 
healed  in  the  middle,  and  fpread  in  the  cir- 
cumference to  fuch  a degree,  that  it  occupied 
nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  leg,  and  in- 
cluded two  thirds  of  its  circumference.  The 
Ikin  had  recovered  a moderately  found  Bate 
in  the  centre.  The  difeafe  was  propagated  in 
the  circumference  by  an  ulceration,  which 
threw  out  a projefling  and  firm  fungus  of  a 
tawny  colour,  of  about  half  an  inch  in 
breadth.  A fmall  groove  or  channel  fepa- 
rated  this  fungus  from  the  furrounding  in- 
flamed fkin,  which  had  not  yet  ulcerated.  A 
fimilar  difeafe  occupied  the  back  part  of  the 
arm;  this  was  of  an  oval  figure,  and  refem- 
bled,  in  every  circumftance,  that  which  I 
have  already  defcribed  upon  the  leg.  Thefe 
difeafes  had  exifted  for  nearly  two  years,  and 
continued  to  fpread  in  oppofition  to  every 

o 4 mode 
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mode  of  treatment.  Mercury  had  been  em- 
ployed, even  to  falivation,  without  any 
markM  alleviation  of  the  local  complaint. 
I immediately  perceived  that  the  digeftive 
organs  were  greatly  deranged : upon  cor- 
redling  this  diforder,  the  fkin  furround- 
ing the  difeafe  became  pale ; and  all  difpo- 
fition  to  fpread  ceafed.  The  fungus,  how- 
ever, ftill  projecled,  and  did  not  heal ; it  was 
therefore  dreffed  with  a weak  folution  of  kali 
arfenicatum.  This  remedy  feemed  to  fub 
vert  the  difeafed  actions,  which  had  produced 
' the  fungus ; fo  that,  in  lefs  two  months,  the 
patient  was  difeharged  from  the  hofpital 
perfedily  well. 

I have  feen  fimilar  herpetic  difeafes,  of 
much  lefs  extent,  fucceed  to  the  abforption  of 
matter  from  fores  upon  the  genitals.  Thefe 
have  got  well  when  the  patient  has  gone  into 
the  country,  and  appeared  again  when  he  has 
returned  to  town.  They  have  healed  under 
a courfe  of  mercury,  and  broken  out  again 
wjien  it  was  difeontinued. 


In  this  review  of  diforders,  occurring  in 
14  parts  ^ 
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parts  having  a continuity  of  furface  with  the 
digeftive  organs,  I have  traced  them  from  the 
ftomach.  Another  fet  of  difeafes  may  ori- 
ginate from  the  fame  fource.  The  large  in- 
teftines  fuffer  more  in  advanced  ftages  of  thefe 
diforders  than  the  fmaller  ones ; hence  difor- 
ders  of  the  rectum,  and  particularly  many 
irritable  difeafes  about  the  orifice  of  that 
bowel,  are  deducible  from  this  caufe.  I fhall 
not,  however,  prolong  the  account  by  the 
relation  of  cafes ; but  content  mylelf  with 
alTuring  the  reader,  that  the  opinion  has  been. 
derived  from  facts,  and  not  from  preconceived 
notions  of  the  opei  ation  of  Inch  dilorders. 


SEC- 
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SECTION  V. 


IN  this  Section  I fhall  mention  what  infor- 
mation I have  obtained  by  difledlion,  rela- 
tive to  the  caufation  of  other  difeafes  by  thofe 
of  the  digeftive  organs.  The  reciprocal  fym- 
pathy,  which  exifts  between  the  brain  and 
the  digeftive  organs,  is  generally  admitted  j 
but  the  kind  and  the  degree  of  the  effedls 
arifing  from  this  fympathy,  is  not,  perhaps,  in 
general,  fufficiently  underflood.  Thefe  or- 
gans mutally  increafe  each  other’s  diforder  ; 
till  the  affe6lion  of  the  fenforium  leads  to  the 
greateft  difturbance  of  the  nervous  fundlions, 
and  even  thofe  of  the  mind. 

All  this  may  happen  without  any  vifible 
difeafe  of  the  brain.  Dr.  Kirkland  particu- 
larly dire6led  the  attention  of  medical  men  to 
nervous  apoplexy ; and  the  obfervations, 
which  have  been  made  fince  his  time,  have 
proved,  that  not  only  a general  derangement 
= • of 
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of  the  fun6t:ions  of  the  nervo\is  fyftem  pro- 
ducing apoplexy,  but  alfo  partial  effedls  of  a 
fimilar  nature  caufing  hemiplegia  and  para- 
lyfis,  may  take  place,  without  any  vifible 
change  of  ftrucfure  in  the  brain.  I have 
met  with  numerous  inftances  of  this  kind  j 
but  could  not  determine  whether  the  affec- 
tions were  merely  nervous,  or  whether  they 
were  produced,  or  aggravated  by  diforder  of 
the  digeftive  organs.  I only  know,  that  the 
patients  died  affedled  by  apoplexy,  hemi- 
plegia, or  more  local  paralyfis,  without  any 
derangement  in  the  evident  ffrudlure  of  the 
brain.  I may  alio  mention,  that  I formerly 
examined  the  brains  of  three  perfons  who 
died  in  a comatofe  ftate,  in  confequence  of 
the  metaflafis  of  rheumatifm.  In  thefe  cafes 
no  morbid  appearance  was  obferved  in  the 
brain,  except  fome  flight  marks  of  inflamma- 
tion of  the  pia  mater.  It  therefore  appears 
clearly  to  me,  that  diforder  and  a confider- 
able  diminution  of  the  nervous  fundtions 
may  take  place,  without  any  organic  affeffion 
of  the  brain.  The  per^ft  recovery  of  pa- 
tients, which  fometimes  happens,  after  fuch 
diforders,  may  alfo  be  confidered  as  additional 

evidence 
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evidence  of  there  having  been,  in  fuch  in- 
ftances,  no  organic  difeafe  of  the  brain. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  epilepfy 
may  in  like  manner  take  place  without  any 
morbid  alteration  of  the  ftrudtureof  the  brain, 
or’ its  membranes.  Some  of  the  perfons  whofe 
•heads  were  examined,  without  the  difcovery 
of  any  difeafe  of  thofe  parts,  had  been  fubjedl 
to  attacks  like  thofe  of  epilepfy.  Dr.  Henry 
Frafer  has,  of  late,  publifhed  a decifive  in- 
ftance  in  proof  of  this  fa6l.  A patient  died 
of  q^ilepfy,  and  his  brain  was  examined  with 
particular  attention  by  Mr.  Cooper,  without 
any  morbid  alteration  of  ftrudlure  being  dif- 
covered  In  general,  however,  morbid  ap- 
pearances are  evident  in  the  brains  of  thofe 
perfons  who  die  of  epilepfy.  Tubercles  are 
moft  frequently  met  with.  There  is,  how- 
ever, a diforder  of  ftrudlure  which  I with 
briefly  to  mention,  as  I do  not  find  that  it 
has  been  noticed.  In  two  perfons,  who  died 
of  epilepfy,  I found  the  medullary  fubftance 
of  each  hemifphere  altered  from  its  natural 

* See  Frafer  on  Epilepfy,  page  39. 
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ftrufturej  it  had  loft  its  natural  firmnefs,  and 
finoothnefs  of  furface,  and  appeared  like  thick 
curdled  cream. 

Now,  if  diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs 
is  capable  of  caufmg  or  aggravating  nervous 
diforder,  even  to  the  produdlion  of  thofe 
effefts  which  have  been  mentioned,  when 
there  is  no  alteration  of  ftrudfurej  it  muft 
be  granted  that  fuch  a ftate  of  irritation  of 
the  fenforium  may  lay  the  foundation  of  an 
excitement  of  the  vafcular  ftrudfure  of  the 
brain,  and  thus  very  frequently  produce  organic 
difeafe.  When  this  has  occurred,  it  will  ag- 
gravate and  eftablilh  the  nervous  affedtion, 
and  thus  perhaps  render  it  infufceptible  of 
cure. 

Such  are  the  general  obfervations  which 
I have  made,  by  means  of  anatomical  enquiry, 
relative  to  thefe  fubjedfs.  With  refpedl  more 
efpecially  to  .the  inveftigation  of  my  prefent 
object,  I have  examined  the  bodies  of  fix 
patients,  in  whom  difeafe  moft  certainly 
began  in  the  abdominal  vifcera,  and  was  con- 
tinued in  them  to  the  conclufion  of  their 

lives. 


2o6  on  the  constitutional  origin, 

lives.  Neverthelefs  the  patients  feemed  to  die 
rather  of  nervous  diforder,  than  of  difeafe  of 
the  parts  firft  afFecled.  One  of  the  patients 
died  affefled  with  apoplectic  fymptoms,  and 
five  with  hemiplegia.  ^ 

In  all  thefe  cafes  the  liver  was  greatly  dif- 
cafed,  and  the  bowels  alfo  exhibited  difeafed 
appearances.  In  three  of  the  cafes  there  was 
confiderable  inflammation  of  the  membranes 
of  the  brain ; and  a good  deal  of  water  in  the 
.ventricles.  In  two  of  them  no  morbid  appear- 
ance of  the  brain  was  difeovered.  I have  alfo 
examined  a child,  who  was  fuppofed  to  die 
of  hydrocephalus,  accompanied  by  great 
diforder  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels.  In  this 
cafe  the  bowels  were  inflamed,  the  liver 
found,  and  the  brain  perfedlly  healthy  in 
appearance  5 yet  there  had  been  fo  great  a 
diminution  of  fenfation  and  motion,  as  to 
leave  no  doubt  of  the  exiftence  of  Iiydroce- 
phalus.  I am  aware,  that  great  opportunities 
of  obfervation,  accurate  attention  to  the 
hiftory  of  difeafes,  and  anatomical  exami- 
nation of  fatal  cafes,  are  requifite  to  enable  us 
to  form  juft  notions  relative  to  the  prefent 

4 fub)e<ft. 
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fubje6t.  I thought,  however,  that  it  might 
not  be  improper  to  ftate  what  had  been  the 
refult  of  my.  own  enquiries  by  diffedlion,  in 
order  to  promote  a more  general  attention  to 
the  fubjecl. 

When  my  attention  was  firft  direfted  to 
the  fubjeff  of  fympathetic  affeftions  of  other 
organs,  caufed  by  diforder  of  thofei  con- 
^cerned  in  digeftion,  my  primary  objedl  was, 
to  endeavour  to  afcertain,  by  diffedlion,  how 
far  pulmonary  difeafes  originated  from  fuch 
a fource.  I have,  in  the  courfe  of  my  en- 
quiries, had  feveral  opportunities  of  exa- 
mining the  bodies  of  patients  who  apparently 
died  of  phthifis,  combined  with  difeafes  of  the 
digeftive  organs.  In  thefe  cafes  both  the  hif- 
tory  and  diffedfion  tended  to  prove,  that  the 
chylopoietic  vifcera  were  the  feat  of  the 
greateft  and  moft  eftablillied  difeafe,  and  that 
the  pulmonary  affection  was  a fecondary  dif- 
order. The  liver  was  greatly  difeafed,  and  the 
lungs  were  alfo  befet  with  tubercles ; yet  a 
conliderable  portion  of  thofe  organs  was 
found.  But  difle^fions  can  never  conclulively 
afcertain  the  truth  of  the  opinions  which  I 

have 
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have  ftated  j for  the  fame  difpofition  to  difeafe 
exifting  in  the  conftitution  may  equally  affeft 
both  the  pulmonary  and  dlgeftive  organs.  Nay, 
obfervations  made  in  dilfedlion  in  general, 
would  tend  to  difprove  the  opinions  alluded 
to  j for  difeafes  of  the  lungs  are  very  com- 
monly met  with  in  dead  bodies,  while  thofe 
of  the  liver  and  bowels  are  much  lefs  frequent. 
Yet  confiderable  diforder  of  the  digeftive  or- 
gans does  exift,  and  may  continue  for  many 
years,  without  any  organic  difeafe  being  appa- 
rent : it  is  poflible,  therefore,  that  fuch  dif- 
order may  excite  difeafe  of  the  lungs,  and  thus 
produce  a worfe  difeafe  in  the  latter  organs, 
than  what  exifted  in  the  former.  In  Ihort, 
the  opinions,  which  I have  delivered,  cannot 
be  either  afeertained  or  refuted  by  anatomical 
refcarches  alone. 

t 

Accurate  attention  to  the  ftate  of  the  digef- 
tive organs  may  determine  this  important  fub- 
je6l,  and  lead  to  the  prevention  and  cure  of 
the  fympathetic  difeafes  which  I have  men- 
tioned. The  attention  alluded  to  is  not  of 
that  general  kind,  which  adverts  only  to  the 
quantity  of  the  ingefta,  and  the  periodical  ex- 
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pulfionof  the  egefta,  but  one  that  moreftriftly 
obferves  whether  the  vifcera  are  free  from 
irritation,  and  whether  their  fecretions  are 
healthy  or  otherwife.  My  opportunities  of 
acquiring  praftical  information  on  this  fubjedt 
muft  neceflarily  have  been  very  limited  j yet 
I have  feen  many  cafes  which,  to  me,  ap- 
peared to  prove,  that  pulmonaiy  irritation 
fometimes  proceeds  from  diforder  of  the 
digeftive  organs.  In  cafes  of  furgical  dif- 
eafes,  accompanied  by  difoi'der  of  the  digeftive 
organs,  I have  alfo  occafionally  obferved  a 
cough  attended  with  expedloration  to  ceafe, 
upon  the  rorredtion  of  the  diforder  of  thofe 
organs. 

A cafe,  which  happened  about  five  years 
ago,  ftrongly  imprefl'ed  thefe  opinions  on  my 
mind.  A fervant  of  mine  told  me,  that  his 
wife  was  dying  of  a confumption,  which  had 
been  rapidly  increafmg  for  fix  months,  and 
had  baffled  all  attempts  to  relieve  it.  Think- 
ing that  I could  procure  her  fome  medical 
aftiftance  from  the  hofpital,  1 went  to  fee  her. 
The  cafe,  however,  feemed  paft  hope.  She 
was  extremely  emaciated;  her  pulfe  beat  140 
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in  a minute  j her  face  was  flufhed ; fhe  had  a 
moft  diftrefling  cough  j and  fpit  up  more  than 
a pint  of  mucus,  mixed  with  pus  and  ftreaked 
with  blood,  in  twenty-four  hours.  The  cir- 
cumftance,  however,  which  moft  difturbed 
her  was  a continual  purging  of  black  and  of- 
fenfive  matter.  She  told  me  that  her  bowels 
were  firft  difordered ; that  an  unhealthy  ftate 
of  thofe  organs  had  preceded  the  pulmonary 
affecHon,  and  was  indeed  habitual.  I thought 
it  unneceffary  to  trouble  my  medical  friends 
in  fo  hopelefs  a cafe ; and  ordered  fome  pills, 
containing,  one  grain  of  opium,  to  be  taken 
in  fuch  quantity  as  was  neceflary  to  ftop  the 
purging.  As  fhe  informed  me  that  the  dif- 
order  began  in  the  bowels,  I added  to  each 
pill  half  a grain  of  calomel.  By  thefe  means 
the  purging  was  fo  much  checked,  that  Ihc 
did  not  find  it  neceflary  to  take  more  than  two 
pills  in  twenty-four  hours ; and  when  fhe  had 
taken  twelve,  the  mercury,  vei*y  unex- 
pededly,  affe6led  the  mouth.  From  that 
period,  the  ftools  became  of  a natural  co- 
lour and  confiftencej  the  cough  and  ex- 
pedloration  ceafed;  and  flie  was  foon  fuf- 
ficicntly  recovered  to  go  into  the  country j 

f'om 
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from  whence  fhe  returned  apparently  in  good 
health. 

Now  if  it  were  to  be  afcertained,  that  pul- 
monai*y  irritation,  which  might  of  courfe  pro- 
duce pulmonary  difeafe,  fometimes  arifes  from 
diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs*  j it  would  be 
right  to  enquire  further,  whether  it  produces 
fuch  effecfs,  by  the  nervous  diforder  it  occa- 
fions,  and  by  its  operation  on  the  health  in 
general ; or  by  means  of  a more  immediate 
lympathy  exifting  between  the  pulmonary 
and  digeftive  organs.  I do  not  mean  to  in- 
finuate,  by  what  has  been  faid,  that  pulmo- 

* In  the  fecond  part  of  my  furgical  and  phyfiological 
elTays  In  which  I related  experiments,  made  with  a view 
to  afcertain  the  functions  of  the  Ikin,  I mentioned  that  as 
it  was  manlfeft  the  Ikin  and  lungs  were  both  engaged  in 
the  fundHon  of  throwing  forth  carbonic  acid  gas,  it  fol- 
lowed, that  when  from  viciflitudes  of  the  atmofphere  or 
weaknefs  of  the  fanguiferous  organs,  the  circulation  and 
lecretion  of  the  Ikin  were  much  diminiflied  the  lungs 
wouldbe  liable  to  plethora,  and  have  to  perform  more  than 
their  ordinary  duty,  which  circumftances  were  likely  to 
induce  irritation,  and  perhaps  confequent  difeafe  of  thofe 
organs.  Thofe  experiments,  as  they  are  not  of  pradfical 
importance,  I fhall  not  reprint. 
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nary  difeafes  do  not  arife  originally  and  idia- 
pathically  j but  only  to  fuggeft  that  they  may 
arife  fympathetically,  or  in  confequence  of 
diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs.  The  propor- 
tionate number  of  cafes,  in  which  they  origi- 
nate in  this  manner,  can  only  be  determined 
by  very  extenfive  experience.  That  the  fto- 
mach  and  bowels  are  difordered,  during  the 
progrefs  of  phthilis,  will,  I conclude,  be  readily 
admitted;  and  that  an  attention  to  corredf 
fuch  diforder  is  requifite,  muft  be  acknow- 
ledged, from  what  has  been  faid  relative  to 
the  influence  of  fuch  treatment  upon  various 
local  difeafes. 

The  adlions  of  the  heart  feem  to  me  alfo 
to  become  difordered  from  fympathy  with 
the  ftomach.  That  palpitations,  and  feeble 
or  intermitting  adlions  of  that  organ  arife  from 
this  caufe,  is  proved  by  their  ceafing,  when 
the  ftate  of  the  ftomach  becomes  changed. 
The  palpitations  which  take  place  after 
eating,  in  cafes  where  the  heart  is  irritable,, 
further  evince  the  fympathy  which  exifls  be- 
tween thefe  organs.  Surgeons  are  occafion- 
ally  confulted  on  cafes  of  palpitations  of  tlie 
14  heait. 
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heart,  which  the  patients  miftake  for  aneu- 
rirms ; and  I have  feen  many  inftances,  where 
the  great  degree  of  palpitation  led  to  a belief, 
that  fome  organic  affeftion  exifted.  This 
has  ceafed  on  an  amendment  of  the  general 
health,  apparently  arifing  from  an  amelio- 
ration of  the  ftate  of  the  digeftive  organs, 
and  the  patients  have  continued  in  perfedt 
health.  I have  not  colledled  any  accurate 
narratives  of  the  cafes  that  I have  feen  : none 
at  lead:  which  I could  properly  prefent  to 
the  public  as  a proof  of  the  fadt.  There  is 
nothing,  however,  of  which  I am  more  per- 
fedlly  convinced;  for  I have  felt  it  to  be 
true  in  my  own  perfon.  After  confiderable 
and  unufual  fatigue,  I was  feized  with  pain, 
and  a fenfation  of  coldnefs  in  the  region  of 
the  ftomach.  I had  no  appetite,  and  the 
biliary  fecretion  was  fupprefled.  Whilft  this 
diforder  continued,  which  was  for  many 
weeks,  my  pulfe  intermitted  very  frequently, 
and  I was  diftreffed  with  hypochondriacal 
fenfations.  Upon  an  alteration  in  the  Hate 
of  the  digeftive  organs,  and  a renewal  of  the 
biliaiy  fecretions,  which  happened  very  fud- 
denly  after  taking  five  grains  of  the  pil. 
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hydrarg,  my  pnlfc  became  perfe£Hy  regular, 
and  my  mind  tranquil. 

The  obfervations,  which  1 have  made  in 
furgical  cafes,  lead  me  alfo  to  attribute  many 
haemorrhages,  and  particularly  thofe  from 
the  nofe,  to  a fympathetic  affcdlion  of  the 
heart  and  arteries,  excited  by  di  (order  of  the 
digeftive  organs. 

If  fuch  a ftate  of  the  fyftem  in  general,  as 
I have  deferibed,  and  which  is  manifefted  by 
circumftances  denoting  tlie  digeftivc  organs 
to  be  in  an  unhealthy  ftate,  and  the  nervous 
fyftem  to  be  likewife  difordered,  may,  in 
fome  inftances,  caufe  various  local  difeafes 
of  parts  not  cffential  to  life,  the  care  of 
which  cuftom  has  configned  to  the  fiir- 
geon ; and  may,  in  other  in  fiances,  produce 
diforders  of  organs  eflential  to  our  exiflcnce, 
the  care  of  which  is  allotted  to  the  phy- 
fician  j tlie  fubjeiT  muft  be  allowed  to  be  of 
the  higheft  importance.  Of  late,  indeed,  I 
have  been  inclined  to  confider  thefe  circum- 
fiances  as  the  caufe  of  the  complicated 
difeafes  wliich  are  met  with  in  ^ man,  fo 

much 
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much  more  frequently  than  in  animals.  In 
man  the  brain  is  more  fenfitive,  and  liable 
to  be  difordered  by  mental  affeftions.  In 
man  the  digeftive  organs  are  liable  to  be  dil- 
ordered  by  Simulating  and  unnatural  diet. 
Sedentary  habits  and  impure  air  co-operate 
to  aggravate  thefe  diforders.  The  affedtions 
of  the  brain  and  digeftive  organs  mutually 
increafe  each  other ; and  thus  a ftate  of  con- 
ftitution  arifes,  which  is  produdlive  of  the 
moft  general  and  complex  difeafes.  But  even 
thefe  do  not  feem  to  me  to  be  the  moft  cala- 
mitous terminations  of  fuch  eaufes.  The  dif- 
order  of  the  fenforium,  excited  and  aggravated 
by  the  means  which  have  been  defcribcd,  fre- 
quently affefts  the  mind.  The  operations 
of  the  intelledl  become  enfeebled,  perplexed 
and  perverted  j the  temper  and  difpofition 
irritable,  unbenevolent,  and  defpondingj  the 
moral  charadler  and  condudl  appears  even 
liable  to  be  affedled  by  thefe  circumftanccs. 
The  individual  in  this  cafe  is  not  the  only- 
fufferer,  but  the  evil  extends  to  his  connec- 
tions and  to  fociety.  The  fubjedl,  therefore, 
appears  to  me  of  fuch  importance,  that  no 
apology  need  be  offered  for  this  imperfedf 

attempt 
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attempt  to  place  it  under  general  contem- 
plation 

I have  endeavoured  to  fliew  in  the  intro- 
dudtory  obfervations,  that  a ftate  of 
nervous  diforder  and  a diforder  of  the  di- 
geftive  organs,  may  reciprocally  produce  each 
other  j and  that  when  both  occur,  they 
become  mutually  increafed,  and  thus  derange 
the  conftitution  in  general,  fo  as  to  prove 
the  exciting  or  prcdifponent  caufes  of  nume- 
rous diilimilar  and  important  local  affedtions, 
I fhall,  in  conclufion,  for  the  reafons  men- 
tioned in  the  preface,  offer  the  opinions 
which  the  confideration  of  the  foregoing  and 
jfimilar  cafes  have  impreffed  on  my  mind. 
When  I*  find  in  difeafes  that  the  fundlions 

* The  ancients,  who  formed  their  judgment  of  the 
nature  of  diforders^  by  obferving  the  excretions,  denomi- 
nated an  irritable  and  defponding  ftate  of  mind,  Hypo- 
chondriafis  5 and  when  a more  fixed  and  irrational  de- 
jection took  place,  tliey  deemed  it  an  atrabiliary  diforder, 
and  called  it  Melancholia.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the 
correClnefs  of  their  obfervations ; for  if  the  diforder  bcf 
gan  in  the  nervous  fyftem,  it  would  generally  produce 
and  become  aggravated  by  that  diforder  of  the  digeftiye 
organs,  irom  which  they  denominated  it. 


of 
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of  the  digeftive  organs  are  impaired  and 
dlfturbed,  I confider  this  diforder  as  the 
caufe  or  effedt  of  a more  general  derange- 
ment of  the  fyftem  at  large.  When  it  feems 
to  be  the  caufe,  and  when  it  can  be  fpeedily 
corredled  and  removed,  then  the  relief  and 
cure  of  thofe  local  difeafes  which  may  have 
taken  place,  is  in  many  inftances  fo  fudden  ' 
and  furprizing,  that  I think  it  impolTible  to 
confider  the  diforder  of  the  general  health 
and  the  local  difeafe,  in  any  other  relation 
but  that  of  caufe  and  effedt. 

The  cure  of  local  difeafes  by  means  that 
cannot  be  fuppofed  to  a£t  otheiivife  than  by 
correcting  errors  in  the  functions  of  the 
digeftive  organs,  incline  me  to  differ  in 
opinion  from  thofe  who  confider  the  local 
difeafes  alluded  ^o,  as  the  effeCt  of  impurity 
of  the  fluids,  and  to  coincide  with  others, 
who  confider  them  as  the  refult  of  sreneral 
irritation,  frequently  induced  by  that  of  the 
abdominal  vifcera. 

When  I fee  the  fame  local  difeafes  removed 
by  the  fame  means,  though  more’  flowly, 

I do 
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I do  not  wonder  at  the  tardinefs  of  the  cure } 
and  perceiving  that  the  amendment  of  the 
local  difeafe  is  proportionate  to  that  of  the 
health  in  general,  I feel  warranted  in  forming 
the  fame  opinion  as  to  the  mode  in  which 
the  cure  is  effe6led.  When  I fee  local  dif- 
eafes  difappearing  and  re-appearing  as  the 
conftitution  in  general  is  tranquil  or 
difturbed,  I feel  confirmed  in  my  opinion 
concerning  their  origin. 

If  the  aftions  of  any  part  of  the  body  be 
excited  and  increafed  by  accidental  caufes,  it 
may  reafonably  be  inferred,  that  in  a ftate  of 
health  they  will  be  fimple  and  common, 
unlefs  the  ftimulant  be  of  a peculiar  nature  j 
but  if  the  adlions  be  fpecific  and  difeafed, 
we  may  naturally  conclude  that  the  caufe 
of  their  becoming  fo’is  conftitutional. ' The 
occurrence  of  fimilar  local  difeafes  in  different 
parts  of  the  body,  furnifhes  an  additional 
proof  that  the  caufe  of  fuch  difeafes  is  confti- 
tutional. 

It  muft  indeed  be  very  difficult  to  afeer- 
tain  the  caufes  of  the  peculiarities  of  local 

difeafes  j 
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difeafes ; but  when  I fee  fuch  a variety  of 
them  cured,  fometimes  fuddenly,  by  means 
which  tend  only  to  tranquillize  and  invi- 
gorate the  conftitution,  I become  confirmed 
in  the  opinion  that  a fimilar  ftate  of  health 
may  lead  to  the  production  of  diffimilar  local 
difeafes. 

I have  further  obferved  with  refpeCl  to 
this  fubjeCt,  that  perfons  who  have  been  out 
of  health,  but  with  no  other  diftinguifhable 
errors  in  their  conftitutions  than  fuch  as 
1 have  defcribed,.-.!  mean  nervous  weaknefs 
and  irritation,  with  a marked  diforder  in  the 
functions  of  the  digeftive  organs,  have  been 
liable  to  a fucceffion  of  diflimilar  local  dif- 
eafes. In  fuch  inftances,  I have  feen  in  fuc- 
cefTion  enlargements  of  abforbent  glands, 
boils,  rheumatic  affeCtions  of  joints,  and 
dyfury : yet  all  local  difeafes  have  ceafed  as 
the  health  became  re-eftablifhed,  by  atten- 
tion to  correct  the  difordered  functions  of 
the  digeftive  organs.  I have  feen  alfo  in 
the  fame  patient  enlargements  of  aforbent 
glands,  rheumatic  difeafe  of  a joint,  and 
an  eruptive  difeafe  of  the  Ikin,  which  have 

all 
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all  equally  got  well  as  the  general  health  im- 
proved, by  fimilar  medical  attention.  Nay, 
the  continuance  of  local  difeafes  in  fome  in- 
flances,  after  the  diforder  of  the  conftitution 
has  been  relieved  or  cured,  does  not  in  my 
opinion  invalidate  the  foregoing  conje6lures 
refpc6ling  their  origin.  Local  difeafes,  how- 
ever induced,  may  have  become  eftablilhed 
by  habit,  or  continued  from  that  ftate  of 
difordei  into  which  they  have  reduced  the 
part  that  they  have  attacked.  A local 
difeafe,  however  excited,  may,  as  we  know 
from  experience,  be  of  fuch^  a nature  as  that 
its  actions  never  ceafe,  and  as  we  have  not 
fucceeded  in  curing.  I allude  to  cancer, 
which  occurs,  in  conclufion,  in  fuch  con- 
ftitutions  as  I have  endeavoured  to  deferibe. 

It  has  been  faid  that  I have  been  hafty 
in  drawing  thefe  conclufions.  Yet,  as  may 
be  feen  in  my  firft  publication,  I mentioned, 
in  fpeaking  of  diforder  of  the  digeftive  organs 
as  exciting  or  aggravating  neiwous  irritation, 
and  thereby  caufing  local  difeafes,  it  followed 
that  the  nervous  irritation  might  exift,  and 
produce  difeafe,  without  this  ufually  exciting 

caufe. 
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caufe.  I then,  too,  brought  forwards  in- 
fiances  of  local  difeafes  produced  by  local 
caufes,  in  order  to  eftablifli  our  opinions  of 
the  independent  nature  of  local  difeafes.  I 
further  remarked,  that  conftitutions  difpofed 
to  local  difeafed  adlions,  might  naturally  be 
fuppofed  to  be  liable  at  the  fame  time  to  a 
manifefl  diforder  of  the  nervous  fyftem  and 
of  the  digeflive  organs  ^ and  from  thence,  as 
I obferved,  might  have  arifen  that  connexion 
between  local  difeafe  and  general  diforder, 
which  I have  fo  continually  remarked.  I 
likewife  added,  that  though  the  cafes  related 
naturally  fuggefled  an  opinion,  that  there  is 
fome  conflitutional  caufe  for  the  produdlion 
of  local  difeafes,  they  appeared  to  me  infuf- 
ficient  to  prove  it.  After  having,  however, 
drawn  the  opinions  which  I offered  from  a 
very  confiderable  number  of  cafes,  and 
having  been  folicitous  to  flate  both  fides  of 
the  queflion  as  fairly  as  I was  able,  that 
the  reader  might  judge  of  it  for  himfelf, 
I trufl  no  imputation  of  hafle  can  properly 
be  attached  to  my  condudl.  In  my  own 
opinions  I place  very  little  confidence ; yet 
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it  is  impoffible  to  avoid  forming  them,  and 
I think  it  proper  to  relate  them,  for  the 
reafons  which  have  been  ftated  in  the 
preface. 

That  fuch  opinions  as  have  been  delivered 

in  the  four  paragraphs  preceding  the  laft, 

are  deduced  from  a partial,  though  mofl; 

commonly  prefenting  view  of  the  fubje(!n:, 

I now  readily  repeat ; becaufe  I have  fcen 

inftances  of  local  difeafes,  in  wdiich  1 could 

✓ 

not  trace  any  difturbance  of  the  nervous 
fyftem,  or  of  the  digeftive  organs,  apparently 
adequate  to  their  produ6tion.  With  refpeft 
to  fome  of  the  ftriking  cafes  which  I have 
related,  wherein  the  fuddennefs  of  the  cure 
made  it,  I think,  evident  that  the  local 
difeafe  was  the  effect  of  nervous  diforder, 
induced  by  that  of  the  digeftive  organs ; it 
may  be  further  enquired,  how  is  it  poftible, 
that  a fimilar  caufe  fhould  produce  fuch 
various  effedfs  ? Is  it  becaufe  a ftate  of 
weaknefs  and  irritation  having  occurred, 
thole  local  difeafes  enfue,  to  which  there 
is  a predifpofition  in  the  conftitution  ? And 
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are  we  to  eonfider  the  general  diforder  of  the 
fyftem,  as  the  exciting  or  predifponent  caufe 
of  the  local  difeafe  ? 

Granting  it  were  afcertained,  that  local 
difeafes  generally  arife  from  difturbance  of 
the  conditution  at  large,  and  confequently, 
(as  it  has  been  my  chief  objedt  to  date,) 
may  be  mod  readily  and  effectually  cured  by 
meafures  which  tranquillize  or  invigorate 
the  conditution,  dill  it  would  be  very  im- 
probable, and  contrary  to  common  obfer- 
vations,  to  fuppofe  that  local  difeafes  might 
not  arife  without  any  material  conditutional 
difturbance. 

Though  I am  drongly  impreffed  with  the 
opinion,  that  the  primary  caufes  of  local 
difeafes,  are,  in  general,  fuch  as  I have  re- 
prefented,  yet  I think  it  probable,  that  there 
may  be  adjunCl  circumdances  at  prefent 
but  little  underdood,  which  by  their  co- 
operation lead  to  the  peculiarity  of  fuch 
difeafes.  In  our  prefent  date  of  knowledge, 
therefore,  I think  it  better  to  eonfider  the 
didurbance  of  the  fydem  in  general,  as 

merely 
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merely  the  exciting  caufe  of  local  difeafes. 
With  this  view  of  the  fubjeft,  the  cafes 
recorded  fliew  how  fuddenly  local  difeafes  ar& 
frequently  cured,  when  the  exciting  caufe  is 
removed  j how  generally  they  decline  in  pro- 
portion as  the  exciting  caufe  is  diminilhed ; 
and  thus  they  indicate  how  they  may  be 
prevented  by  a timely  attention  to  mitigate 
and  remove  that  caufe. 

It  may  not  be  improper  furtlier  to  flate  ^ 
the  opinions  which  I have  formed  refpe6ting 
the  origin  of  difeafes  of  particular  organs, 

and  which  may  be  confidered  as  local  difeafes, 
though  they  are  not  generally  alluded  to 

when  that  term  is  employed.  If  we  may  be 
able  to  trace  the  origins  of  difeafes  of  the 
abforbent  and  falivary  glands,  of  the  bread: 
and  teftes,  to  conftitutional  caufes,  why  may 
we  not  reafonably  expeft  that  fimilar  cir- 
cumftances  may  produce  difeafes  of  the 
lungs,  liver,  and  kidney  ? It  feems  to  me 
improbable  that  fo  complex  a ftruclure  as 
the  human  body,  fliould  be  fo  correctly 
formed,  as  that  every  part  fhould  poflefs  its 
due  proportion  of  veffels  and  nerves,  en- 
dowed 
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dowed  with  an  exa6l  degree  of  natural  and 
relative  ftrengthj  or  in  other  words,  that 
there  fhould  be  no  fuch  thing  as  comparative 
^weaknefs  or  irritability  of  the  different  organs 
of  the  body,  fuch  as  fhould  predifpofe  them 
to  difeafe. 

We  may  therefore  account  rationally,  and 
in  conformity  to  acknowledged  fa6ls,  for  the 
produ6tion  of  difeafes  in  vital  organs,  by 
fuppofmg,  that  a flate  of  general  weaknefs 
and  irritability  being  induced,  the  naturally 
weak  parts  fuffer  in  the  greateft  degree,  and 
in  confequence  they  mofl  readily  become 
the  fubje6ts  of  difeafe.  But  when  difeafes  of 
vital  or  other  organs  occur,  it  is  probable  that 
another  caufe  contributes  to  their  produc- 
tion j that  is,  the  fympathy  which  each  organ 
has  with  the  diforders  of  another.  If,  then, 
the  organ  thus  fympathetically  affefted  be  na- 
turally difpofed  to  difeafe,  its  flru6lure  may 
be  irremediably  fpoiled  in  confequence  of 
vafcular  adtions,  excited  through  the  medium 
of  nervous  irritation.  If  this  opinion  be 
correct,  it  is  highly  important,  as  the  me- 
dical indication  in  this  cafe  is  to  remove 

the 
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the  exciting  caufe,  and  our  attention  becomes 
directed  to  an  organ  in  which  perhaps  there 
is  but  little  manifeflation  of  diforder,  or  if 
there  be,  which  is  likely  to  be  overlooked 
when  the  attention  is  fo  forcibly  attra6ted  to 
an  apparently  far  greater  evil 

* See  the  cafe  beginning  at  page  209^ 
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exposure  of  a portion  of  an  artery,  arid 
tying  it  in  order  to  flop  the  current  of 
blood  into  an  aneurifmal  fac,  as  propofed  by 
Mr.  Hunter, maybe  faid  to  have  been  a new 
operation,  at  leaft  in  modern  furgery.  It  is 
not  ^erefore  furprizing  that  errors  were  at 
firft  committed  in  the  mode  of  performing  iu 
The  haemorrhages  which  took  place  after  the 
operation  in  the  firft  cafes  in  which  it  was 
performed,  arofe  from  the  ulceration  of  the 
artery  that  had  been  tied.  The  vefTel  in  thele 
cafes  was  laid  bare  and  detached  in  fome  de- 
gree from  its  furrounding  connexions,  and 
the  middle  of  the  detached  portion  was  tied 
by  a fingle  ligature.  An  artery  thus  circum- 
ftanced  mull  neceffarily  inflame  j which  it 
would  do  in  different  modes  and  degrees,  ac- 
cordingly as  the  date  of  the  conftitution,  or 
of  the  part  was  more  or  lefs  healthy  j and  this 
inflammation  produced  the  ulceration  of  the 
velTel. 

* ' ' 0^2  The 
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The  occurrence  of  haemorrhage  led  fomc 
furgeons  to  adopt  a pradfice  which  cannot 
but  be  confidered  as  injurious.  They  ap- 
plied a fecond  ligature  above  the  other,  leav- 
ing it  loofe,  but  ready  to  be  drawn  tight  if 
the  firfl'  fhould  not  anfwer.  The  fecond 
ligature,  however,  muft  not  only  keep  a 
certain  portion  of  the  artery  detached  from 
the  furrounding  parts,  but  muft  alfo  give  ad- 
ditional irritation  to  the  inflamed  velTel  j 
and  on  both  thefe  accounts  it  is  more  likely 
to  make  the  inflammation  end  in  fuppui*ation 
or  ulceration. 

The  mode  of  performing  the  operation 
for  the  aneurifm,  which  Mr.  Hunter’s  judg- 
ment and  experience  taught  him  to  adopt, 
was  to  expofe  and  diflurb  the  artery  as  little 
as  polflble,  and  after  having  tied  it  to  bring 
the  furrounding  parts  into  contaft  with  it 
again.  Though  an  experienced  and  fkilful 
operator  may  accomplifli  this  obje6l  with 
very  little  difturbance  of  the  artery  from  its 
natural  fituation  and  connexions ; yet  I can- 
not but  fufpe6t  that  furgeons  in  general  may 
not  be  fo  fuccefsful,  efpecially  in  cafes  where, 

from 
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from  the  deep  fituation  of  the  veffel,  the  far- 
rounding  it  with  a ligature  depends  more  on 
feeling  than  on  fight  *.  Alfo,  though  when 
the  artery  is  found  and  the  conftitution 
healthy,  ulceration  may  not  enfuc,  even 
though  the  artery  is  in  fome  degree  feparated 
from  its  furrounding  connexions,  and  tied 
by  a fingle  ligature;  yet  it  is  furely  proper 
to  guard  againil  thofe  circumftances  which 
tend  to  produce  its  ulceration.  As  large 
arteries  do  not  ulcerate  when  they  are  tied 
upon  thefurface  of  a ftump  after  amputation, 
it  occurred  to  me  that  it  would  be  right  to 
tie  them,  in  cafes  of  aneurifm,  as  nearly  as 
poflible  in  the  fame  manner  and  under  the 
fame  circumftances.  The  large  velfels  on 
the  furface  of  the  ftump  continue  to  poflefs 
all  their  natural  furrounding  connexions, 

* It  can  neither  be  confidered  as  a compliment  to  Mr. 
Home,  nor  an  affront  to  any  other  furgeon,  to  fuppofe  that 
no  one  can  perform  the  operation  for  an  aneurifm  after 
Mr.  Hunter’s  method  better  than  he  does.  Yet  in  a 
feries  of  cafes  publiftied  in  the  Second  Volume  of  the 
Tranfa£lions  of  a Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Medical 
and  Chirurgical  Knowledge,  haemorrhage  from  ulcera- 
tion of  the  artery  appears  to  have  been  a frequent  occur- 
rence. 

^3 
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wbilft  they  are  left  in  a lax  ftate,  in  confe- 
quence  of  their  divifion. 

To  accomplifh  this  objedt  in  cafes  of 
aneurifin,  I pfopofe  that  the  operation 
Ihould  be  performed  in  the  following 
manner:  — The  operator  fhould  divide 
tlie  immediate  coverings  of  thd  artery, 
till  he  has  fairly  expofed  its  furface.  When 
he  can  touch  the  bare  velTel,  he  will  not,  I 
believe,  find  any  difficulty  in  feparating  from 
it,  by  means  of  his  finger  and  thumb,  or  the 
bl’  nt  edge  of  an  aneurifmal  needle,  the  cel- 
lular  fubflance  that  connefts  it  to  the  con-r 
tiguous  parts.  This  part  of  the  operation 
is  not  painful  and  fhould  be  performed 
llowly.  The  firm  fides  of  the  veffel  enables 
the  furgeon  dearly  to  diflinguifh  its  furface, 
and^by  keeping  the  finger  in  exad  contad 
:with.ity  a paffage  may  be. made  completely 
'round  the  artery.  - Care  fliould  be  taken  not 
to  elevate  artei*y  ’more  than  can  be  pofiibly 
avoided,  becaufc  the  artery  would  be  flretched 
-in  its  longitudinal  4irecHon  by  fo  doing ; and 
'carfe  {hbuld  alfo  be  taken  not  to  injure  the 
.contiguous  veins  or  nerves.  When  the 
' ’ 2 ' operator 
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operator  has  thus  gently  infinuated  his  finger 
between  the  vefiel  and  its  furrounding,  con- 
nexions', fo  that  an  inch  of  its  furface  is  every- 
where expofed,  two  ligatures  may  be  put 
under  it,  one  of  which  is  to  be  carried  up- 
wards, and  the  otlier  downwards,  as  far  as 
the  arteiy  is  detached,  and  then  tied  as  firmly 
as  poffible.  The  artery  fliould  then  be  di- 
vided by  a probe-pointed  biftoury  in  the 
interfpace  between  the  two  ligatures,  but 
nearer  to  th^  lower  ligature  than  to  the  up- 
per one. 

In  my  opinion,  large  arteries  fliould  always 
be  tied  with  moderately  thick  ligatures,  be- 
caufe  we  may  then  draw  the  noole  as  tightly 
as  poflible,  without  apprehenfion  of  cutting 
or  tearing  the  coats  of  the  velfel,  or  of  break- 
ing the  ligature.  The  latter  occurrence 
would  in  many  cafes  prove  a very  embar- 
xafling  circumftance,  and  it  might  be  very 
- injurious  on  account  of  the  jerk  communi- 
cated to  the  artery  to  a confiderable  diftance. 
Alfo,  when  an  artery  is  tied  with  a thick 
ligature,  the  comprefllon  made  by  it-  is'  not 
fo  great  as  to  produce  a Ipeedy  mortification 
and  feparation  of  the  end  of  the  vefl'el,  16 
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that  the  ligature  remains,  in  general,  a fort- 
night before  it  is  detached,  and  therefore, 
time  is  allowed  for  the  confolidation  of  the 
fides  of  the  veffel  prior  to  its  feparation 

When 

**  Doctor  Jones,  whofe  numerous  and  accurate  expcri- 
ments  have  thrown  much  light  upon  the  natural  means  by 
which  haemorrhages  are  fupprefled,  thinks,  that  the  liga- 
tures Ihould  be  round  and  firm  j becaufc  fuch  cords  are 
mofl  likely  to  cut  the  internal  coats  of  the  artery.  I am 
felicitous  that  they  Ihould  be  ftrong  and  moderately  large; 
becaufc  as  far  as  I have  remarked,  large*  ligatures  remain 
longeft  on  the  arteries  before  they  are  detached ; and  in 
examining  the  ftumps  of  patients  who  have  died  after 
amputation,  I have  frequently  feen  the  fides  of  the  artery 
unclofed,  even  though  the  ligatures  have  fallen  off  from 
them. 

Though  ligatures  when  applied  to  the  principal  arteries 
of  amputated  limbs  are  fcarcely  ever  known  to  flip  or  be- 
come proje£led  from  their  fituation,  yet  it  has  been  ap- 
prehended that  fuch  an  occurrence  might  take  place  in 
cafes  of  aneur'fm,  from  the  greater  determination  of 
blood  into  the  arteries  of  the  limb  in  fuch  cafes.  To  ob- 
viate fuch  an  effeft,  Mr.  Henry  Cline  fuggefted  the  fol- 
lowing method  of  fecuring  the  ligature  in  its  fituation. 
His  fuggefllon  was  adopted  by  Mr.  Cooper,  who  thus  de- 
feribes  the  operation  in  which  it  was  inftituted  ; 

« An  incifion  being  made  on  the  middle  of  the  inner  ' 
part  of  the  thigh,  and  the  femoral  artery  expofed,  the  ar- 
tery was  feparated  froi.i  the  vein  and  nerve  and  all  the 
furrounding  parts,  to  the  extent  of  an  inch,  and  an  eyed 
prgbe  armed  with  a double  ligature,  (each  cord  of  which 
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When  an  artery  is  thus  tied  in  cafes  of  an- 
eurifm  it  poffeifcs  its  jratural  furrounding 
connexions  and  fupport,  and  is  left  loofe,  in 
confequence  of  its  divifion.  It  appears,  in- 
deed, in  moft  refpedls  fimilarly  circumftanced 
to  an  artery  tied  upon  the  furface  of  a flump, 
and  as  I never  knew  hgemorrhage  from  ulcera- 
tion of  the  veffel  take  place  after  the  opera- 
tion for  aneurifm,  when  it  was  accomplifhed 
in  this  manner,  I cannot  but  continue  to 
pradlice  and  recommend  this  method  of  fe- 
curing  the  artery.  That  the  operation  for 
the  aneurifm  will  fucceed  when  only  a fmgle 
ligature  is  employed  has  been  proved  by  ex- 
perience; but  as  haemorrhages,  independeitt 
of  ulceration  of  the  artery,  fo  frequently  arife 
from  an  inflammatory  adlion  of  the  veffels, 

,was  armed  with  a needle,)  was  conveyed  under  '"the 
artery  and  the  probe  cut  away.  The  ligature  neareft 
the  groin  was  firft  tyed ; the  other  was  feparated  an  inch 
from  the  firft  and  tied  alfo  ; then  the  needles  were  pafled 
through  the  coats  of  the  artery,  clofe  to  each  ligature,  and 
between  them  ; the  thread  they  carried  was  tyed  into  the 
knot  of  the  ligatures  which  had  been  already  fecured 
around  the  veflel  : and  thus  a barrier  was  formed  in  the 
artery,  beyond  which  the  ligature  could  not  pafs.”  See 
the  firft  number  of  the  Eighth  Volume  of  the  Medical 
and  Phyfical  Journal, 
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every  thing  tending  to  produce  a tranquil 
ftate  of  the  wounded  parts  cannot  but  deferve 
to  be  put  in  pradtice,  and  the  relaxation  of 
the  artery  by  its  divifion,  muft,  I think,  con- 
tribute to  this  effedt. 

The  cafes  of  aneurifms  which  I am  about 
to  recite,  are  not  however  intended  to  illuf- 
trate  any  mode  of  ^conducting  the  operation, 
but  merely  to  fhew  the'  powers  which  nature 
pofTefles  of  carrying  on  the  circulation,  and 
maintaining  the  limb  in  its  priftine  ftate  of 
vigour  and  flrength,  even  though  fo  large  an 
artery ' as  the  external  iliac  may  have  been 
tied,  and' thereby  rendered  impervious. 

CASE  I. 

Feb.  1796. — James  Lindfey,  “aged  thirty- 
four,  about  a year'  ago  perceived  a fwelling 
beneath  the  calf  of  his  right  legj  and  foon 
afterwards,  whilft  walking,  he  fuddenly  felt, 
he  faid,  “as  if  he  had  been  ftruck  on  the  part 
“ by  a cannon  ball,”  the  pain  being  fo  great 
that  he  could  not  move  for  feveral  minutes. 

, The  pain,  however,  gradually  abated ; but  the 
fwelling  of  the  leg  had  continued  to  increafe 
, fmee 
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fince  that  time.  The  whole  calf  was  now 
lifted  np  by  a quantity  of  blood  effufed  be- 
neath it.  The  mufcles  appeared  thin,  and 
were  fo  extremely  tenfe  as  to  occalion  great 
pain,  accompanied  with  confiderable  eryfipe- 
las  of  the  whole  leg;  lo  that  a fpeedy  ulcer- 
ation and  Houghing,  or  fudden  rupture  of  the 
diftended  part,  was  hourly  to  be  dreaded. 
Under  thefe  circumftances,  tying  the  artery 
above  the  aneurifm,  was  the  only  means  of 
relieving  the  patient  from  his  prefent  fuffer- 
ing,  and  of  preferving  him  from  fudden 
death.  But  what  was  particularly  difcou- 
raging,  both  to  the  patient  and  furgeon,  was 
the  difcovery  of  another  aneurifm,  fituated  in 
the  femoral  artery  of  the  oppofite  limb.  No 
preternatural  pulfation,  however,  could  be  felt 
in  any  other  part  of  his  body. — The  operation 
was  performed  by  Sir  Charles  Blicke  in  the 
following  manner  : — An  incilion  about  three 
inches  in  length  was  made  through  the  inte- 
guments of  the  middle  of  the  thigh,  fo  as  to 
cxpofe  the  inner  edge  of  the  fartorius  mufcle 
and  the  fafcia  covering  the  arteiy,  which 
was  divided  to  the  extent  of  fomewhat  more 
than  an  inch.  The  artery  was  feparated  from  its 
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connections  for  one  inch  of  its  length.  Two 
ligatures  were  put  under  it,  and  fiimly  tied, 
and  the  artery  was.  divided  in  the  interval 
between  them.  The.  lips  of  the  wound  were 
then  brought  together  by  flips  of  fticking- 
plafter.  This  patient’s,  limb  was  for  fomc 
time  much  colder  than  the  other,  and  nearly 
, three  days  elapfed  before  it  had  regained  its 
natural  degree  of  warmth  ; but  the  tenfion, 
pain,  and  eryfipelatous  inflammation  quickly 
fubfided.  The  divided  integuments  united 
above  and  below  the  ligatures,  but  not  be- 
tween them ; and  there  was  alfo  a large 
flifeharge  from  the  wound : which  circiira- 
flrance  was  probably  owing  to  the  flate 
of  the.  patient’s  conftitution,  which  was 
much  reduced  in  point  of  flrength.  This 
man,  however,  did  not  complain  of  the 
leafl:  throbbing,  tenfion,  or  pain  in  the 
wounded  part ; and  this  entire  exemption 
fi  om  the  fufferings  of  other  patients,  I could 
not  but  attribute  to  the  divifion  of  the  ar- 
tery. The  upper  ligature  came  away  on 
the  tenth,  and  the  lower  on  the  fifteenth 
day ; after  which  the  wound  healed  gradually, 
though  very  flowly. 
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About  five  weeks  after  this  operation,  the 
aneurifm  in  the  oppofite  thigh  was  almoft 
ready  to  burfi:  j the  tumour  having  acquired 
a pyramidal  form,  and  the  fkin  covering  the 
apex  having  yielded  fo  much  as  to  form  a kind 
of  procefs  from  the  tumour.  Indeed  ‘the  in- 
teguments at  this  part  were  fo  thin,  that  we 
every  hour  expefted  them  to  give  way.  The 
aneurifm  was  fituated  fo  high,  as  to  make  it 
probable  that  the  difeafe  extended  above  the 
place  where  the  arteria  profunda  is  fent  off. 
The  patient  had  hitherto  refufed  to  fubmit 
to  the  operation  ; but  on  reflefting  that  if  the 
tumour  Ihould  burfi:  in  the  night,  he  mufi 
perifh  unlefs  the  bleeding  vefiel  could  be  im- 
m_ediately  fecured,  he  confented  to  let  me  tie 
the  arteiy  in  the  groin,  whilfi  we  had  day- 
light and  proper  affifiance.  The  tumour  ap- 
proached fo  near  to  the  groin,  as  to  prevent 
us  from  compreffmg  the  artery  againfi  the 
bone } for,  in  attempting  this,  the  comprefs 
occupied  the  place  where  the  incifion  ought 
to  be  made,  and  our  endeavours  to  make  a 
comprelTion  fiill  higher  were  ineffedual; 
they  weakened,  but  did  not  interrupt  the 
pulfation  of  the  tumour.  As  the  artery  ^vas 
13  fo 
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fo  imperfeftly  comprefled,  hsemorrhage  took  ’ 
place  during  the  operation,  which,  though  not 
dangerous  to  the  patient,  proved  extremely 
embarrafling  to  the  furgcon  ^ for  in  attempt- 
ing to  lay  bare  tlie  fafcia  of  the  thigh,  I di- 
vided, by  the  very  firft  incihon,  fo  many  fmall 
arteries  fupplying  the  inguinal  glands,  and 
alfo  fo  many  veins,  that  the  blood  which 
was  poured  forth,  completely  filled  the  fpace 
made  by  the  incifion,  and  overflowed  the  fides 
of  the  wound.  The  application  of  the 
fponge,  the  ufual  refource  on  thefe  occa- 
fions,  was  of  no  avail ; for  the  wound  was 
inftantly  filled  again,  fo  that  the  whole  ope- 
ration was  to  be  done  upon  parts  covered 
with  blood,  where  the  only  guide  in  its  per- 
formance was  the  feeling.  I did  indeed  fee 
fome  expofed  inguinal  glands,  and  found  that 
I had  divided  two  of  them  in  trying  to  get  at 
the  fafcia  of  the  thigh.  As  foon  as  I could 
diftindlly  feel  this  part,  I made  a fmall  open- 
ing through  it,  and  introducing  my  fingfer,  I 
divided  it  upwards  as  far  as  Poupart’s  liga- 
ment, and  downwards  as  low  as  the  aneurif- 
mal  fac  would  allow  me.  The  pulfation  pf 
the  artery  now  feryed  as  my  guide.  Laying 

afide, 
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afide,  therefore,  all  furgical  Inftniments,  I 
made  way  with  my  finger  in  a perpendicular 
direftion,  till  I could  touch  its  coats,  and 
then,  with  my  finger  and  thumb,  feparated  it 
from  its  connexions,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  grafp 
it  alone  between  them.  I then  palled  two 
ligatures  under  it  by  means  of  an  eyed  probe, 
and  drawing  one  of  them  upwards,  and  the 
other  downwards,  a«  far  as  the  fpace  would 
permit,  I tied  them  firmly.  The  upper  li- 
gature was  about  half  an  inch  from  the  os  pu- 
bis, and  the  lower  one  the  fame  diftance  from 
the  arteria  profunda,  which  vefiel  I had  dif- 
tinXly  felt  before  I tied  the  ligatures. 

There  are,  perhaps,  few  fituations  ofaneu- 
rifm  where  the  artery  can  be  tied  fo  fepa- 
rately  and  diftinXly  as  here ; the  pulfation  di- 
reXs  the  furgeon  to  the  precife  fituation  of 
the  vefiel ; and  if  he  only  keeps  fufficiently 
clofe  to  its  fides  when  he  palTes  the  ligature 
round,  neither  the  veifi  nor  the  nerve  can  be 
included.  I did  not  divide  the  artery  between 
tJie  two  ligatures  j it  was  fuggefted  that  it  were 
better  not  todoso;  and  I knew  that  I could  ob- 
tain all  the  advantages  of  a relaxed  Hate  of  the 

vefiel. 
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vefTel,  by  merely  bending  the  thigh  upon  the 
pelvis.  The  patient  did  not,  after  the  opera- 
tion, fufFer  any  kind  of  pain  from  the  wounded 
parts ; which,  I think,  Ihews,  that  the  artery 
did  not  inflame  much  in  confequenceof  the  li- 
gature. The  fuppuration  was  moderate,  and 
every  thing  relative  to  the  wound  went  on  as 
well  as  could  be  expedled.  The  limb,  and  par- 
ticularly the  foot,  was  colder  than  that  of  the 
oppofite  fide ; but  in  about  three  days,  it  gra- 
dually acquired  its  natural  temperature  ; and 
it'all  along  retained  a perfedf  ftate  of  fenfibi- 
lity,  which  I confidered  as  a proof  that  it  was 
fufficiently  nourifhed.  To  prevent  the  heat 
from  being  carried  off  fafter  than  it  was  ge- 
nerated, the  limb  was  wrapped  in  flannel  j 
but  I avoided  the  application  of  any  artificial 
warmth,  left  its  ftimulus  fliould  prove  inju- 
rious, by  exciting  adlion  when  the  powers 
of  life  in  the  part  might  have  been  confider- 
ably  diminifhed. 

The  blood  in  the  aneurifmal  fac  did  not 
appear  to  have  coagulated  before  the  opera-  . 
tion  j for  the  bulk  of  the  tumour  could  be 
greatly  leflened  by  prefiTure,  whenever  the 
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patient  would  allow  the  attempt  to  be  made, 
fo  that  I conclude  the  limb  had  received 
a confiderable  quantity  of  blood  through  the 
femoral  artery,  until  that  veffel  was  tied.  The 
tumour  diminilhed  greatly  after  the  operation 
and  the  blood  contained  in  it  became  coagu- 
lated. This  redudlion  of  the  fwelling,  I 
think,  was  owing  to  a confiderable  part  of 
the  blood  palling  onwards  through  the  femo- 
ral arteiy  ; and  I regretted  afterwards,  that, 
at  the  time  of  the  operation,  I had  not  en- 
deavoured to  prefs  all  the  blood  from  the 
aneurifmal  fac;  which  experiment  would  have 
fliewn  how  far  it  was  fluid  or  coagulated. 

Every  thing,  with  refpecl  both  to  the  ftate 
of  the  limb,  and  the  patient’s  general  health, 
went  on  well  till  the  fifteenth  day,  when 
the  upper  ligature  feparated,  and  the 
blood  gullied  in  a full  ftream  from  the  open 
extremity  of  the  veflel.  This  fortunately 
happened  during  the  attendance  of  the 
furgeons  at  the  hofpital,  and  the  bleeding 
was  flopped  by  prefliire  until  their  arrival. 
The  flream  of  blood  which  flowed  upon  any 
remiflion  or  wrong  application  of  thepreflure, 
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was  fo  large,  that  we  did  not  dare  to  remove 
the  patient  even  from  the  bed  on  which  he 
lay.  Mr.  Ramfden  undertook,  in  this  fitua- 
tion,  to  prevent  the  further  efcape  of  blood 
from  the  veflel,  whilft  I proceeded  to  tie  the 
artery  above  Poupart’s  ligament.  Accord- 
ingly, I firft  made  an  incifion,  about  three 
inches  in  length,  through  the  integuments  of 
the  abdomen,  in  the  dire6lion  of  the  artery, 
and  thus  laid  bare  the  aponeurofis  of  the  ex- 
ternal oblique  mufcle,  which  I next  divided 
from  its  connc6lion  with  Poupart’s  ligament, 
in  the  direftion  of  the  external  wound,  for  the 
extent  of  about  two  inches.  The  margins  of 
the  internal  oblique  and  tranfverfalis  mufcles 
being  thus  expofed,  I introduced  my  finger 
beneath  them  for  the  protedtion  of  the  peri- 
tonseum,  and  then  divided  them.  Next,  with 
my  hand,  I puflied  the  peritonasum  and  its 
contents  upwards  and  inwards,  and  took  hold  ' 
of  tlie  external  iliac  artery  with  my  finger  and 
thumb,  fo  that  I was  thus  enabled  to  com- 
mand the  flow  of  blood  from  the  wound.  It 
now  only  remained  that  I fhould  pafs  a liga- 
ture round  the  artery,  and  tie  it ; but  this 
required  caution,  on  account  of  the  conti- 
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guity  of  the  vein  to  the  artery.  I could  not 
fee  the  veffels  ; but  I made  a reparation  be-  - 
tween  them  with  my  fingers.  Having,  how- 
ever, only  a common  needle  with  which  to< 
pafs  the  ligature,  I feveral  times  withdrew 
the  point,  from  the  apprehenfion  of  wound- 
ing the  vein  After  having  tied  the  artery 
about  an  inch  and  a half  above  Poupart’s 
ligament,  I divided  that  part,  and  thus  laid 
the  new  and  the  former  wound  into  one.  I 
traced  as  well  as  I could  with  my  finger, 
the  continuation  of  the  artery,  from  the 
place  where  the  ligature  was  now  made,  to 
that  where  it  was  formerly  applied.  I wilh- 
ed  to  have  divided  the  artery,  and  to  have 

* It  would  be,  I think,  an  ufqful  addition  to  our  furgical 
inftruments  for  fuch  purpofes,  to  have  needles  made  with 
handles  of  pure,  and  confequently  flexible,  filver,  and  with 
fteel  points  that  have  edges  juft;  fliarp  enough  to  pafs 
through  the  cellular  fubftance ; but  neither  fo  pointed  nor 
fo  ftiarp,  as  to  endanger  the  wounding  any  parts  of  confe- 
quence  that  may  be  contiguous  to  thofe  round  which  they 
are  palTed.  When  the  points  of  thefe  inftruments  were  once 
pafled  underneath  the  veflel,  the  furgeon  could  bend  their 
handles  fo  as  to  accommodate  them  to  the  fpace  they  have 
to  turn  in,  and  thus  avoid  an  inconvenience  which,  I be- 
lieve, moft  furgeons  muft  have  experienced  j I mean,  the 
great  dilHculty  of  turning  a common  needle  in  a deep  and 
narrow  wound. 
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fuffered  it  to  retraft  behind  the  pentonaeum ; 
but  I found  it  fo  attached  to  the  furrounding 
parts,  as  to  render  fuch  divifion  difficult,  and 
perhaps  not  advifable.  * 

The  lips  of  the  wound  were  brouglit  toge- 
ther with  fficking-plaffer,  and  one  future 
only  was  made,  oppofite  to  the  natural  fitua- 
tion  of  Poupart’s  ligament.  The  peritonaeum 
was  preffed  back  into  its  place,  and  the  pro- 
tufion  of  it  reflrained  by  bringing  together 
the  integuments  with  ffraps  of  fficking- 
plaffer. 

No  perceptible  alteration  occurred  in  the 
ff  ate  of  the  limb  after  this  -fecond  operation ; 
but  the  patient’s  health  was  confiderably  re- 
duced, by  his  having  fuffered  from  the  com- 
plaint nearly  twelve  months,  by  having  un- 
dergone three  operations,  and  by  the  lofs  of 
a confiderable  quantity  of  blood.  No  adhe- 
fion  took  place  between  the  divided  parts ; 
the  edges  of  the  wound  were  open  and 
doughy ; the  wound  was  painful,  difeharged 
- a great  deal  of  pus,  and  was  fo  extremely 
tender,  that  he  could  not  bear  it  to  be 
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touched.  Sill  no  greater  mifchief  appeared 
till  the  fifth  day  after  the  operation,  when  a 
haenaorrhage  of  arterial  blood  took  place  in 
fuch  quantity,  that  there  was  no  doubt  but 
that  it  arofe  from  the  principal  artery  j though 
the  ligature  with  which  it  was  tied  ftill  re- 
mained firm.  The  patient’s  health  was  now 
fo  impaired,  and  his  weaknefs  fo  great,'  that 
an  attempt  at  tying  the  artery  ftill  higher  up, 
would  have  appeared  like  torturing  him  with- 
out any  hopes  of  ultimate  fuccefs.  The 
wound  was  therefore  cleanfed  and  drefTed ; 
fome  comprefTes  were  applied  upon  it,  and 
bound  down  by  the  fpica  bandage.  By  this 
treatment  the  heemorrhage  was  flopped;  and 
the  attendants  were  ordered  to  make  a preflure 
on  the  bandage  if  any  frefh  bleeding  fhould 
occur.  The  comprefTes  were  renewed  for 
three  fucceeding  days ; and  though  occafion- 
ally  the  wound  bled,  yet  it  was  not  profufely, 
or  in  fuch  quantity  as  todeflroy  the  patient: 
his  flrength,  however,  gradually  declined ; a 
troublefome  cough  occafioned  extreme  pain 
in  the  wound,  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  eighth 
day  after  the  lafl  operation,  he  died. 
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DiJfeBion, 

No  marks  of  difeafe  were  difcoverable  in 
the  aorta,  or  in  the  internal  iliac  artery.  The 
external  iliac  was  covered  by  a great  number 
of  lymphatic  glands,  which  prevented  it  from 
being  readily  diftinguifhed ; yet,  when  fepa- 
rated  from  thefe,  it  did  not  appear,  difeafed. 
For  nearly  two  inches  above  the  part  which 
was  tied,  the  lymphatic  glands  covering  the 
artery  were  confiderably  enlarged,  having 
no  doubt  become  additionally  fwollen  from 
the  irritation  excited  by  the  ligature.  The 
external  furface  of  one  of  them  next  the 
wound,  had  ulcerated ; and  the  ulceration 
penetrated  through  the  gland,  and  commu^ 
nicated  with  the  artery,  as  was  afterwards 
made  evident  by  flitting  open  that  velTel.  It 
was  through  this  aperture  that  the  blood  had 
efcaped  j for  the  ligature  ftill  remained  firm 
upon  that  part  of  the  artery  which  it  had  in- 
clofed.  From  this  ligature  to  the  place  where 
the  vefiTel  had  formerly  been  tied,  the  artery 
was  fo  clofely  connedled  with  the  furround- 
ing fublbance,  that  dilfedtion  was  required  to 
feparate  them.  The  parts  of  the  artery  from 
y which 
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which  the  former  ligatures  had  feparated, 
were  about  half  an  inch  afunder,  and  the  ca- 
nal of  the  velTcl  appeared  perfe6Uy  open.  — 
The  whole  of  the  velTels  from  the  bifurcation 
of  the  aorta,  to  the  aperture  in  the  tendon  of 
the  triceps  mulcle,  were  now  removed,  and 
carefully  difre6ted ; and  after  being  fluffed, 
and  hai’dened  by  fpirits,  they  were  cut  open 
to  {hew  the  flate  of  them  internally.  A 
coagulum  of  blood,  about  two  inches  long, 
was  found  above  the  part  where  the  lafl  li- 
gature was  made.  At  what  time  this  coagu- 
lum had  been  formed,  is  perhaps  difficult  to 
afcertain  j it  did  not  feem  to  have  taken  place 
after  death,  for  above  it  the  artery  contained 
no  blood ; and  if  it  had  occurred  immediately 
after  the  operation,  it  is  probable  that  it  would 
have  prevented  the  haemorrhage.  * I have  al- 
ready remarked,  that  the  man  did  not  bleed  for 
fometime  previous  to  his  death  j in  which  inter- 
val, perhaps,  this  coagulum  had  been  formed. — 
The  ulcerated  opening  from  the  artery  through 
the  difeafed  gland,  admitted  the  paffage  cf  a 
moderate-fized  bougie.  The  ligature,  which 
flill  firmly  inclofed  the  aitery,  had  brought  its 
fides  in  contaft,  fo  as  to  render  it  probable 
that  they  would  have  united.  All  the  other 
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parts  of  the  femoral  artery  were  quite  open, 
fo  that  a large  bougie  could  be  palTed  from  the 
lower  end  of  it,  through  the  aneurifmal  fac, 
to  the  place  where  the  ligature  now  remained. 
About  half  an  inch  of  the  artery  was  want- 
ing, which  had  been,  as  it  were,  cut  out  by 
the  ligatures  in  the  firfi:  operation.  The  Tides 
of  the  arteries  below  the  part  which  was  tied 
were  thicker  than  natural,  and  their  internal 
furface  was  rough,  and  of  a yellowifh  white, 
colour.  The  arteria  profunda  was  filled  with 
coagulated  blood,  and  had  become  reduced  to 
lefs  than  the  natural  fize.  The  Tides  of  the 
artery  of  the  oppofite  limb  had  firmly  united 
at  the  part  where  it  had  been  tied.  No  coa- 
gulum  was  found  in  it,  and  it  had  not  di- 
minilTed  in  fize  in  any  remarkable  degree 
above  the  part  which  was  cloTed. 

It  may  be  enquired  in  this  cafe,  why  the 
artery  did  not  heal,  but  upon  the  feparation 
of  the  ligature  remained  widely  open.  That 
the  ligature  was  tightly  applied  is,  I think, 
evident  from  its  supprelTing  all  haemorrhage 
till  its  feparation  on  the  15th  day.  I am 
inclined  to  attribute  the  want  of  union  in 
the  artery  to  its  unhealthy  ftate,  which  opi- 
nion 
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nion  is  confirmed  by  the  difTedtion,  wliich 
fnewed  that  even  the  lower  orifice  of  the  ar- 
tery had  not  healed,  whilll:  the  artery  in  the 
other  limb  which  was  tied  much  further 
from  the  aneurifm,  and  where  the  vefTel  was 
more  likely  to  be  found  and  healthy,  had  be- 
come firmly  united.  The  event  of  this  cafe 
would  induce  me  to  tie  the  artery  as  remote- 
ly from  the  feat  of  aneurifm  as  could  with 
propriety  be  done. 

In  this  firff  operation  of  tying  the  external 
Uiac  artery,  I was  urged  to  perform  it  by  the 
impulfeof  the  moment,  for  the  death  of  the  pa- 
tient would  otherwife  have  been  inevitable.  In 
this  cafe  I thought,  I difturbed  the  perito- 
naeum too  much,  and  tied  the  artery  higher 
than  was  neceffary.  As  the  limb,  however, 
did  not  appear  to  fuffer  materially,  I felt  it 
a duty  to  perform  a fimilar  operation  in  the 
following  cafe.  The  veflel  was  tied  lower 
down,  fo  that  it  was  brought  into  view  at 
the  time  of  the  operation.  It  was  tied  with 
two  ligatures  and  divided  in  the  interval  j it 
afterwards  firmly  united  at  each  extremity, 
and  the  ligatures  came  away  at  the  ufual 
1 2 time ; 
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time  : neither  did  there  appear  any.  deficiency 
in  the  nutrition  of  the  limb.  Thefe  circum- 
ftances  afford  reafonable  expedfations  of  fuc- 
cefs  in  future  operations  of  this  kind,  yet  in 
theprefent  inffance  the  operation  appeared  to 
have  been  too  long  delayed,  and  the  patient 
to  have  died  from  an  event  which  was  not 
forefeen,  but  which  might  perhaps  have  been 
prevented. 

CASE  II. 

Wrungel,  a German,  by  trade  a 

fugar-baker,  of  a fickly  afpedl  and  flender 
make,  about  5 feet  7 inches  high,  and  near 
40  years  of  age,  was  admitted  into  St.  Bar- 
tholomew’s hofpital,  on  account  of  an  aneu- 
rifm  in  the  femoral  artery,  clofe  to  Poupart’s 
ligament.  This  he  imputed  to  a ffrain 
about  three  w^eks  before.  The  tumor  at 
the  time  of  admiffion  was  of  the  fize  of  a 
fmall  orange,  and  the  blood  contained  in  it 
was  fluid  j for  it  could  be  entirely  exprelfed 
from  the  aneurifmal  fac.  At  a confultation 
on  the  treatment  of  this  cafe,  I faid  that  I did 
not  think  a furgeon  warranted  in  tying  the 
external  iliac  artery,  till  he  was  in  fome  mea- 
fure  compelled  to  it  by  th^  progrefs  of  the 
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difeafe,  for  the  following  reafons.  ift.  An 
aneurifm,  in  proportion  to  its  increafe  and 
duration,  obflrudts  the  paflage  of  the  blood 
through  the  natural  and  principal  channels, 
and  obliges  it  to  circulate  by  other  cotirfes, 
' which  are  enlarged  according  to  the  exigency 
of  the  cafe.  It  feems  highly  probable,  that 
in  proportion  to  the  fize  of  the  artery  which 
*is  tied,  and  the  magnitude  of  the  part  to  be 
nourifhed  after  that  operation,  fo  will  be 
the  degree  of  previous  enlargement  in  thefe 
collateral  channels,  which  is  neceflaiy  to  en- 
fure  its  fuccefs.  On  this  account  the  opera- 
tion fhould  be  delayed  longer  in  an  inguinal 
aneurifm  than  in  any  other. 

adly.  The  operation  of  tying  the  external 
iliac  artery  muft,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  our 
knowledge,  be  confidered  as  vei*y  ferious  in  its 
nature,  and  uncertain  in  its  event.  I had  then 
only  once  tied  this  veflel  when  a man  would 
otherwife  have  bled  to  death  from  the  femoral 
artery  j and  though  the  limb  was  nourifhed, 
the  artery  ulcerated.  The  operation  was  done 
a fecond  time  in  London,  and  the  limb  mor- 
tified ; but  no  fair  practical  inference  can,  I 
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ani  told,  be  drav/n  from  tlie  latter  cafe,  as  the 
operation  was  poftponed  till  mortification  was 
as  it  were  ira})ending. 

. ' 

3dly.  There  is  fome  chance  in  aneurifms 
of  a cure  fpontancoully  occurring  from  the 
clofure  of  the  artery  above  by  the  coagulation 
of  the  blood.  To  cite  thofe  mlbances  only 
which  have  come  within  my  own  knowledge, 
and  which  it  feems  right  to  mention,  as  it 
increafes  the  flock  of  faffs  before  the  public  j 
I have  known  fuch  a fpontaneous  cure  take 
place  twice  in  the  popliteal  artery,  once  in  the 
arteria  profunda  femoris,  and  once  in  the 
axillary  artery.  For  thefe  reafons  it  was 
agreed  to  poflpone  tlie  operation  in  the  cafe 
of  the  prefent  patient  till  circumflances  fhould 
appear  to  demand  its  performance  . 

* There  was  about  twelve  months  ago  a foldler  in  the 
Y ork  hofpital,  who  had  an  aneurifm  of  the  femoral  artery, 
but  the  external  tumor  had  fo  much  overlapped  Poupart’s' 
ligament,  and  interpofed  itfelf  between  the  integuments 
and  the  fafeia  of  the  external  oblique  mufcle,  as  to  render 
an  operation  very  diflicult,  if  not  impofiible.  In  this  cafe 
the  integifments  mortifying;  occafioned  a fimultgineous 
coagulation  of  the  blood  in  the  artery,  for  though  the  coa- 
gula  came  out,  yet  there  was  no  frefli  htemorrhage,  and 
the  patient  recovered. 
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Our  poor  patient  therefore  lay  in  the'hol^ 
pital  during  two  months,  in  whiclr  time  his 
difeafe  gradually  increafed,  and  his  health  de- 
clined. Towards  the  latter  part  of  the 
time  he  fuffered  a great  deal  of  pain  in  the 
front  of  his  thigh,  which  deprived  him  of 
reft,  and  the  whole  limb  was  largely  oedema- 
tous.  Thefe  fymptoms  would  naturally  arife 
from  the  preffure  which  the  aneurifm  muft 
make  on  die  anterior  nerves  and  abforbcnts 
of  the  thigh.  The  tumor  had  advanced  to- 
wards the  furface,  and  the  fkin  had  become 
{lightly  inflamed,  yet  the  protruding  part  of 
the  tumour  was  not  of  greater  extent  than 
when  he  was  firft  admitted  into  the  hofpital, 
and  no  judgment  could  be  formed  of  • that 
part  which  was  more  deeply  fltuated,  on  ac- 
count of  the  general  fwelling  of  the  thigli. 
The  blood  could  even  now  be  exprefl'ed  from 
the  prominent  part  of  the  tumour,  and  I felt 
anxious,  left  the  obftruction  tothe  circulation 
in  the  main  artery  fhould  not  have  been  fuf- 
ficient  to  have  obliged  the  blood  to  circulat?e 
by  other  channels.  It  deferves  to  be  re- 
marked, that  the  aneurifm  may  extend,  con- 
flderably  beneatli  the  fafcia  of  the  thigh, 
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caufing  pain  and  oedema  by  its  preflure,  and 
yet  that  part  which  advances  towards  the  fur- 
face  may  be  of  no  great  magnitude. 

The  patient’s  fufferings  increafed  confider- 
ably  during  the  week  preceding  the  ope- 
ration, fo  that  he  declared  his  prefent  ftate 
was  almoh:  infupportable,  and  folicited  that 
fomething  might  be  done  to  change  it  either 
for  the  better  or  the  worfe.  He  never,  how- 
ever, was  able  to  explain  the  caufe  of  this  un- 
common degree  of  anxiety  and  inquietude. 

Theoperation  was  undertaken  on  Saturday 
the  24th  of  Odlober.  An  incifion  of  three 
inches  in  length  was  made  through  the  in- 
teguments of  the  abdomen,  beginning  a little 
above  Poupart’s  ligament,  and  being  conti- 
nued upwards ; it  was  more  than  half  an 
inch  on  the  outfide  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
abdominal  ring,  to  avoid  the  epigaftric  artery. 
The  aponeurofis  of  the  external  oblique  muf- 
cle  being  thus  expofed,  was  next  divided  in 
the  diredlion  of  the  external  wound.  The 
lower  part  of  the_internal  oblique  mufcle  was 
thus  uncovered,  and  the  finger  being  intro- 
duced 
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duced  below  the  inferior  margin  of  it  and 
of  the  tranfverfalis  mufcle,  they  were  divided 
by  the  crooked  biftoury  for  about  one  inch 
and  a half.  I now  introduced  my  finger 
beneath  the  bag  of  the  peritonaeum,  and  car- 
ried it  upwards  by  the  fide  of  the  pfoas 
mufcle,  fo  as  to  touch  the  artery  about  an 
inch  above  Poupart’s  ligament.  .1  took 
care  to  difturb  the  peritonaeum  as  little  as 
poflible,  detaching  it  to  no  greater  extent 
than  would  fei*ve  to  admit  my  two  fingers  to 
touch  the  veflel.  The  pulfations  of  t];ie  ar- 
tery made  it  clearly  diftinguifhable  from  the 
contiguous  parts,  but  I could  not  get  my 
finger  round  it  with  the  facility  which  I cx- 
pe6led.  This  was  the  only  circumftance 
which  caufed  any  delay  in  the  performance  of 
the  operation.  After  inefihftual  trials  to  pafs 
my  finger  beneath  the  artery,  I was  obliged 
to  make  a flight  incifion  on  either  fide  of 
it,  in  the  fame  manner  as  is  neceffary  when 
it  is  taken  up  in  the  thigh,  where  the  fafcia 
which  binds  it  dowm  in  its  fituation  is  ftrong. 
After  this  I found  no  difficulty  in  paffing 
my  forefinger  beneath  the  artery,  which  I 
drew  gently  down,  fo  as  to  fee  it  behind  the 
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bag  of  the  peritonaeum.  By  means  of  an 
eyed  probe  two  ligatures  were  conveyed 
round  the  vedel ; one  of  thefe  was  carried 
upwards  as  far  as  the  artery  had  been  de- 
tached, and  the  other  downwards : they  were 
firmly  tied,  and  the  veflel  was  .divided  in 
the  fpace  between  them.  Nothing  further 
remained  than  to  clofe  the  external  wound, 
whicli  was  done  by  one  future,  and  fome 
flrips  of  fticking-plafter.  The  threads  of  the 
upper  ligature  were  left  out  of -the  wound 
above  tlie  future  which  clofed  its  edges,  and 
thofe  of  the  lower  beneath. 

A few  remarks  on  this  operation  may  be 
permitted.  T o divide  the  parietes  of  the  abdo- 
men, pufli  afide  the  peritonaeum,  and  tie  the 
external  iliac  artery  by  the  fide  of  the  pfoas 
mulcle,  is  an  operation  more  formidable  in 
found,  and  on  its  firft  propofition,  than  it  is 
in  reality.  It  is  performed  almoft  without 
fiiedding  blood,  fo  that  the  principal  circum- 
ftances  of  it  are  very  evident.  ' When  I for- 
merly performed,  this  operation,  I was  urged 
to  it  by  immediate  necelfity ; I tied  the  artery 
much  higher  than  ..in  the  prefent  cafe,  dif- 
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turbed  the  peritonaeum  in  a greater  degree, 
and,  contrary  to  my  own  principles,  I did 
not  divide  the  artery.  In  the  prefent  cafe, 
having  time  to  deliberate  upon  the  fteps  of 
the  operation,  I detached  merely  fo  much  of 
the  peritonaeum  as  enabled  me  to  reach  the 
artery,  as  far  as  I conveniently  could  above 
Poupart’s  ligament  j but  not  fo  far  as  to.  make 
it  difficult  to  afeertain  that  I furrounded  the 
artery  only  with  my  finger,  without  injuring 
any  of  the  adjacent  parts,  nor  fo  far  but  that 
I could  draw  down  and  diftinguifh  the  artery 
which  r included  in  the  ligature.  The.  re- 
membrance of  the  fwelling  in  the  external 
iliac  glands,  and  of  the  ulceration  of  the  ar- 
tery in  the  former  cafe,  led  to  this  difference 
of  condudl. 

The  poor  man  was  greatly  exhaufted  by 
the  operation,  and  his  leg  which  had  been 
chilled  by  expofure  during  the  operation, 
continued  very  cold  for  a long  time  after- 
wards. It  was  wrapped  up  in  flannels,  to 
prevent  the  diffipation  of  its  own  heatj  but 
I would  not  apply  any  artificial  warmth  to 
reftore  its  temperature  left  it  fliould  a6l  as  a 
ftimulant. 

VOL.  I.  s He 


ON  ANEURISMS. 


258 

He  conld  not  compofe  himfelf  after  the 
operation,  nor  did  he  deep  during  the  night, 
fo  that  on  the  following  day  his  date  was 
very  unpromifmg.  His  pulfe  beat  160  in  a 
minute,  his  tongue  was  covered  by  a dark 
brown  fur;  he  looked  agitated,  and  a purg- 
ing took  place,  which  was  not  reftrained  till 
the  following  night  by  a cordial  and  opiate 
mixture.  RefjKcfing  his  pulfe,  it  is  proper 
to  mention  that  it  beat  1 20  mod  days  in  the 
week  preceding  the  operation. 

His  thigh  was  as  wairn  as  that  of  the  found 
fide,  his  leg  cooler  than  the  oppofite  one,  and 
his  foot  many  degrees  colder.  Pie  had  how- 
ever perfect  fenfation  in  his  toes,  and  power 
of  moving  them.  The  leg  and  foot  were 
rubbed  with  oil  three  or  four  times  a day,  in 
order  to  prevent  any  dagnation  in  the  veins, 
and  to  diminifh  perfpiration.  It  was  well 
covered  as  before  by  flannels. 

On  Monday,  the  2d  day  (061.  26.)  the  pulfe 
was  lefs  frequent : he  had  flepta  good  deal  dui- 
ringthe  night,  and  feemed  dupified  by  the  opi- 
um ; but  was  on  the  whole  fo  little  better,  that 
I concluded  he  would  gradually  fink  in  coiv 
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{equence  df  the  fhock  of  the  operation.  The 
temperature  of  the  limb  was  a little  increafed. 
The  man  however  took  bread  and  milk  and 
other  food  in  moderate  quantities,  whenevef 
it  was  offered  to  him  *.  the  purging  having 
ceafed,  the  quantity  of  the  opiate  was  di- 
minifhed.  He  rather  improved  in  the  even- 
ing, and  refted  well  during  the  night ; fo  that 
On  (061.  27.)  the  third  day  after  that  of  the 
operation,  every  circumftance  wore  a favour- 
able afpeft.  His  pulfe  did  not  exceed  100, 
and  was  moderately  firm  and  full ; his  appe- 
tite had  increafed:  the  temperature  of  the 
limb  was  a good  deal  augmented,  fo  that  his 
foot  was  fcarcely  colder  than  that  of  the 
found  fide  j and  the  cedema  of  the  limb  was 
confiderably  diminifhed.  I now  dreffed  his 
wound,  in  which  he  had  not  complained  of 
pain,  nor  of  any  tendernefs,  when  the  fur- 
rounding  parts  were  compreffed.  The  in- 
cifion  appeared  but  as  a line,  except  at  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  ligatures,  where  it  was 
a little  open,  and  from  whence  there  ifiued 
a moderate  quantity  of  as  healthy  pus  as  I 
had  ever  feen.  The  furrounding  parts  were 
perfe611y  natural  both  in  appearance  and  fen-^ 

s 2 fation. 
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fation.  On  the  fourth  day  (061.  28.)  he  was 
ftill  better:  hispulfe90;  his  appetite  good ; 
his  deep  found  j and  his  limb  leflening  in 
fize,  and  increafmg  in  warmth.  The  ftu- 
dents  at  the  hofpital  had  dreffed  the  wound 
before  my  arrival,  and  reported  that  the  dif- 
charge  was  tinged  with  blood.  ' 

' f 

On  the  fifth  day  (061:.  29.),  he  was  ftill 
better,  his  pulfe  being  but  80  when  I 
counted  it.  The  wound  and  contiguous 
parts  looked  remarkably  well,  but  a:' bloody 
fanies  was  difcharged,  which  I felt  unable  to 
account  for.  ' i 

; i 

On  the  fixth  day  (061.  30.)  the  ftate  'of 
his  health  and  limb  continued  as  well,  if  not 
improving.  The  bloody  difcharge  however 
had  increafed  in  quantity,  infomuch'  that  it 
ran  through  the  coverings  of  the  wound  and 
foiled  the  bed  j it  had  alfo  become  • foetid. 
From  the  firft  occurrence  of  this  bloody  dif- 
charge I felt  confiderable  uneafmefs  refpedl- 
fng  it.  I could ^ not  believe  that  a healthy 
wound  would  fecrete  fuch  a fanies,  and  I felt 
apprehenfive  left,  the  wound  ‘fliould  fpi^ead 
: . . - from 
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from  difeafe.  Nothing  however  took  place 
to  confirm  this  idea.  It  feemed  probable  alfo 
that  if  the  aneurifmal  fac  were  not  entire, 
fome  of  the  blood  being  expofed  to  the  air 
might  tinge  the  difcharge'  from  the  wound, 
and  grow  putrid.  ' I frequently  prefTed  on 
the  tumoUr,  but  could  prefs  no  blood  froih 
the  Wound.  In  this  ftate  of  uncertainty  it 
was,  however,  pleafmg  to  obferve,  that  the 
patient’s  health  continued  in  every  refpedl 
better  than  could  reafonably  have  been  ex- 
pe6fed. 

The  circumftances  of  the  cafe  remained 
very  much  the  fame  during  the  feventh  and 
eighth  days  after  the  operation.  On  the 
morning  of  the  ninth,  (Nov.  2.)  when  I 
came  to  the  hofpital,  I met  Sir  Charles 
Blicke,  who  told  me  that  the  poor  German 
was  dying;  intelligence  which  equally  fur- 
prifed  and  fhocked  me. 

He  was  indeed  in  a dreadful  ftate,  appear- 
ing like  a man  far  advanced  in  typhus  fever. 
His  pulfe  was  150  ; his  tongue  covered  with 
a brown  fur  ; his  intelledf  wavering,  and  the 
' s 3 adtion 


/ ' 


262  ON  ANEURISMS. 

a6lion  of  his  mufcles  tremulous.  On  exa-r 
mining  the  wound,  with  a view  to  difcover 
the  caufe  of  this  great  and  fudden  alteration, 
and  prefling  on  the  tumour  beneath  Poupart’s 
ligament,  I forced  out  a great  quantity  of 
blood,  rendered  fluid  and  highly  foetid  by 
putrefadlion,  infomuch  that  it  inftantly  black- 
ened the  probe  with  which  it  accidentally 
canie  in  contadl. 

The  caufe  and  circumffances  of  the  bloody 
difcharge  were  now  made  clear ; the  furface 
of  the  expofed  coagulated  blood  of  the  aneu- 
rifm  had  at  firfl:  tinted  the  difcharge  from  the 
wound,  and  then  had,  by  gradual  diflblution, 
been  more  plentifully  commixed  with  it,  and 
given  it  a degree  of  putridity.  Till,  how'ever, 
the  whole  mafs  had  become  putrid,  and  had 
been  converted  in  confequence  into  a fluid,  it 
could  not  be  forced  out  from  beneath  Poupart’s 
ligament  when  prelTure  was  made  on  the 
tumour ; nor  did  it  till  that  period  excite  in- 
flammation in  the  furrounding  parts  by  its 
acrimony,  or  derange  the  conftitution  by  its 
abforption.' 


After 
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After  entirely  exprelTing  the  putrid  blood 
I wafhed  out  the  cyft  with  warm  water,  till 
it  returned  untinged.  The  relief  which  was 
by  thefe  means  afforded  to  the  poor  man'  was 
very  ftriking  and  confiderable.  His  pulfe 
became’  moderate,  his  intelleft  clear  j he  had 
fome  refrefhing  deep,  and  again  took  food  in 
moderate  quantities.  On  the  following  day, 
when  the  integuments  beneath  Poupart’s  liga- 
ment were  compreffed,  a confiderable  quan- 
tity of  foetid  difcharge  and  air  were  forced 
out.  It  was  not  however  at  all  tinged  with 
blood,  and  appeared  to  me  to  b^  merely  the 
fecretion  from  the  cyft  which  had  contained 
the  blood.  I diredted  that  this  difcharge 
ftiould  be  prefled  out,  the  cavity  fyringed, 
and  a poultice  applied  three  times  a day; 
but  finding  a confiderable  quantity  of  fetid 
fluid  ftill  lodged  in  the  cyft,  I thought  it  right 
to  make  an  opening  into  it  beneath  Poupart’s 
ligament,  to  afford  it  a more  ready  exit.  No 
abatement  in  the  quantity,  or  alteration  in 
the  quality  of  the  difcharge,  was  however  re- 
marked ; it  feemed  to  be  fuch  as  a floughing 
fore  commonly  furniflies. 

This  fever  came  on  on  the  evenino:  of  the 

s 4 eighth 
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eighth  day  (Nov.  i.)  after  that  of  the  opera- 
tion j and  I am.  convinced  it  would  have 
fpeedilydeftroyed  the  patient,  hadnot  the  caufe 
been  detedfed  and  removed.  The  powers  of 
his  conftitution  rallied  again  ; his  pulfe  was 
firm,  and  often  not  more  than  100  j he  took 
fufficient  food,  and  flept  moderately  well. 
Butt  he  part,  as  has  been  faid,  did  not  go  on 
well,  and  feemed  to  prevent  any  increafe  of 
ftrength.  For  a week  I was  not  without 
hopes  that  fome  favourable  change  might 
happen,  but  afterwards  I loft  all  fuch  expec- 
tations, as  his  already  much  reduced  powers 
were  ftill  further  declining ; neverthelefs,'  he 
held  out  more  than  another  week,  when  he 
died  on  November  16,  the  twenty- third  day 
after  the  operation.  A few  days  before  his 
.death  both  ligatures  came  away  with  the 
drefiings. 

Dijfediion. 

A very  flight  adhefion  had  taken  place  be- 
tween the  figmoid  flexure  of  the  colon  ‘and  . 
that  part  of  the  peritonreum  which  was  oppo-' 
fite  to  the  wound,  but  there  was  no ’other 
appearance  of  that  membrane,  or  of  the 

bowels. 
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bowels,  having  fuffered  any  inflammation  in 
confequence  of  the  operation.  The  peritor 
naeum  was  feparated  from  the  loins,  and  from 
the  pofterior  half  of  the  left  flde  of  the  dia- 
phragm, by  a conflderable  colle6lion  of  blood, 
which  extended  downwards  to  Poupart’s  liga- 
ment, and  communicated  under  that  ligament 
by  a fmall  aperture  with  the  aneurifmal  fac. 
This  opening  was  fituated  in  the  direction  of 
that  crevice  which  is  found  between  the  inter- 
nal iliac  and  pfoas  mufcles.  The  only  rational 
explanation  that  can  be  given  of  the  forma- 
tion of  this  colle6lion  is,  that  the  blood  had 
burfl:  its  way  from  the  aneurifmal  fac  in  the 
vacancy  between  the  mufcles  juft  mentioned; 
after  which  it  would  readily  and  extenfively 
feparate  the  peritonaeum  in . the  manner  de- 
fcribed.  I am  inclined  to  attribute  to  this 
circumftance  the  undefinable  difturbance  of 
health  which  the  poor  patient  fuffered  during 
the  week  preceding  the  operation.  It  may, 
perhaps,  excite  furprife  that  this  colle6lion 
did  not  become  putrid. 

No  particular  account  can  be  given  of  the 
aneurifmal  fac  beneath  Poupart’s  ligament, 

, fince 
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fince  it  and  the  contiguous  parts  had  Houghed 
in  confequence  of  the  irritation  of  the  putrid 
blood.  A fmall  aperture  had  been  made  by 
this  Houghing  in  the  front  of  the  orbicular 
ligament  of  the  hip  joint,  and  a fmall  extent 
of  the  thigh  bone  was,  by  the  fame  caufe, 
deprived  of  its  perioHieum. 

A bougie  was  paffed  from  the  lower  Chd 
of  the  femoral  artery  into  the  fac, 

» 

The  extremities  of  the  external  iliac  arteiy, 
which  had  been  divided  in  the  operation, 
were  united  together  by  a firm  new-formed 
fubflance ; the  Hides  of  each  extremity  were 
perfedlly  clofed,  and  a fmall  plug  of  coagu^ 
lated  blood  was  found  in  each. 

Having  thus  given  as  brief  an  account  as 
I am  able  of  the  circumftances  of  this  cafe, 
as  they  appeared  to  me,  I cannot  conclude 
without  mentioning  the  obfervations  of 
others,  particularly  as  they  may  aflill  in 
fuggefling  rules  of  conduft  for  future  ope- 
rations on  fimilar  cafes.  It  lias  been  faid 
that  the  irritation  of  the  aneurifmal  bag  was 

pro- 
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probably  a fpontaneous  occurrence,  and  not 

the  efFeft  of  the  acrimony  of  the  putrid 

blood.  But  the  fuddennefs'  of  this  attack, 

# 

the  manifeft  exiff ence  of  a caufe  fufficient  to 
produce  it,  and  the  total  abfence  of  fuch  an 
occurrence  in  all  other  cafes  of  aneurifm, 
render  this  fuppofition  highly  improbable. 

It  has  alfo  been  imagined  that  part  of  the 
difcharged  blood  might  have  returned  from 
the  lower  end  of  the  artery.  This  latter 
opinion  is  veiy  improbable,  fince,  after  the 
complete  removal  of  the  blood,  none  re- 
liurned  by  that  channel : and  in  the  firft  cafe 
which  I have  related,  none  retu»ncd  by  the 
inferior  part  of  the  artery,  though  the  area 
of  it  was  ffill  of  its  natural  dimenfions,  and 
unobftrufted.  This  latter  obfervation  had 
tended  to  diminifh  my  confidence  in  the 
powers  of  the  communicating  channels,  and 
made  me  wifh  to  defer  the  performance  of  the 
operation  as  long  as  poflible.  It  feems  evi- 
dent that  in  the  prelent  inllance  it  was  too 
long  delayed. 

It  would  be  defirable  in  future  to  perform 
the  operation  before  an  extenfive  diffufion  of 

7 blood 
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blood  had  taken  place;  indeed,  could  the 
adequatenefs  of  the  collateral  arteries  for  the 
fupply  of  the  limb  be  eftablifhed,  it  would 
be  proper  to  operate  at  an  early  period- of 
the  difeafe.  1 

3 

It  deferves  to  be  confidered  whether,  in  cafes 
where  it  is  probable  the  blood  is  become  diffu- 
fed,  it  might  not  be  right  at  the  time  of  the  ope- 
ration to  open  the  aneurifmal  bag,  and  remove 
the  blood.  I fliould,  however,  be  inclined  to 
poftpone  tliis  attempt;  for,  perhaps,  no  necef- 
lity  might  exift,  as  putrefa6fion  might  not  take 
place.  A few  days  will  determine  the  degree  of 
life  of  the  limb,  and  would  make  a wound  lefs 
likely  to  ulcerate  or  flough.  Should  figns  of 
the  putrefa6lion  of  the  blood  enfue,  or  the 
probability  of  fuch  an  occurrence  become 
evident,  I fliould  think  it  neceffary  to  make 
a fmall  opening  into  the  aneurifmal  bag  for 
the  removal  of  the  contained  blood.  This 
being  done,  if  no  blood  came  from  the  lower 
orifice  of  the  arteiy,  there  would  be  no  ne- 
cefTity  for  tying  it. 


CASE 
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CASE  III. 

J 

Jane  Field,  aged  40,  who  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  drinking  to  excefs,  was  admitted  into 
St.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital,  with  a very  large 
femoral  aneurifm,  reaching  as  high  as  Pou- 
part’s  ligament.  The  whole  limb  was  oede^ 
matous,  but  in  no  veiy  confiderable  degree. 
She  was  quite  incapable  of  ufing  the  leaft  ex- 
ercife,  or  of  fitting  upright ; and,  even  in  bed, 
fhe  fufFered  continual  pain,  which  was  much 
aggravated  during  the  pulfation  of  the  aneu- 
rifm. The  pain  was  fo  violent  as  to  preclude 
fleep.  She  had  no  appetite ; her  pulfe  was 
feeble  and  frequent,  generally  exceeding  1 00  j 
but  her  tongue  was  not  furred  j and  her 
bowels  were  regular. 

On  Saturday,  nth  Odlober,  1806,  the 
operation  was  performed  in  the  fame  manner 
as  in  the  laft  cafe.  An  incifion,  about  three 
inches  in  length,  was  made  through  the  inte- 
guments of  the  abdomen,  in  the  diredfion  of 
the  artery,  beginning  juft  above  Poupart’s  li- 
gament. Having  divided  the  Ikin  and  aponeu- 
rofis  of  the  external  oblique  mufcle,  I in- 
troduced 
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troduced  my  finger  between  the  margin  of 
tlie  internal  oblique  and  tranfverfe  mufcles 
and  the  peritonaeum.  I then  divided  their 
lower  edges  upwards,  in  the  diredlion  of  the 
external  wound,  to  the  extent  of  an  inch  and 
a half,  with  a probe-pointed  biftoury.  Hav- 
ing thus  made  room  for  the  admiflion  of  my 
finger,  I put  it  down  upon  the  artery,  felt  its 
pulfations,  and  gently  infinuated  it  beneath 
theveflel ; and  then,  with  the  aneurifmal  needle, 
pafTed  under  it  two  moderately  thick  ligatures, 
carrying  them  upwards  and  downwards,  as 
far  as  the  detachment  of  the  artery  permitted, 
and  tying  them  as  firmly  as  I could.  I next 
divided  the  artery  in  the  interv^al,  but  much 
nearer  to  tlie  lower  ligature  than  to  the  upper 
one.  The  wound  was  afterwards  clofed,  in 
the  middle  by  a ligature,  and  in  other  parts 
by  fticking-plafter.  Upon  removing  the  pa- 
tient to  bed,  fhe  complained  of  great  pain  in 
the  wound,  and  in  her  head  j and  was  very 
refllefs  and  ungovernable.  She  wifhed  for 
fomething  to  procure  fleep,  and  I gave  her 
twenty-five  drops  of  laudanum.  This,  in- 
ftead  of  having  the  defired  effe6l,  made  her 
much  more  refllefs ; flie  was  ■ continually 

changing 


CN  ANEURISMS. 


171 

changing  her  pofition  in  bed,  and  'complain- 
ing of  violent  headacli.  At  night  fhe  be- 
came more  tranquil.  The  one  foot  was 
much  colder  than  the  other ; but  the  limbs 
at  the  knees  were  nearly  of  an  equal  tem- 
perature. 

Sunday,  12th,  I vifited  her  early  in  the 
morning,  and  found  that  fhe  had  been  mode- 
rately quiet  during  the  night ; that  fhe  had 
fuffei^d  much  pain  in  her  foot,  but  none  in 
the  wound.  The  pain  in  the  limb  fhe  de- 
fcribed  as  having  firff  attacked  the  thigh, 
next  the  leg,  and  afterwards  the  foot,  which 
laft  pain  had  now  ceafed.  The  foot  was 
warmer  than  it  was  the  preceding  evening, 
and  in  a hate  of  perfpiration  : it  was  four 
degrees  of  heat  lower,  by  Fahrenheit’s  fcale, 
than  that  of  the  healthy  limb.  The  fuper- 
ficial  veins  of  the  leg  were  filled  with  blood. 
’ Her  pulfe  was  96.  She  had  no  appetite.  I 
left  her  with  a promife  to  vifit  her  again  at 
night,  recommending  her  to  lie  quiet,  and 
take  fome  fimple  nourifhment.  About  noon, 
one  of  the  dreflers,  obferving  that  her  fkin 
was  hot,  and  the  tongue  dry,  gave  her  fome 

faline 
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faline  medicine,  with  a fmall  quantity  of  antl- 
monial  wine,  which  occafioned  vomiting, 
and  fuch  continued  naufea,  that  Ihe  refufed 
all  kinds  of  food.  The  limb,  at  night,  con- 
tinued in  the  fame  ftate  as  in  the  morning. 
She  was  free  from  pain  i her  pulfe  120.  As 
Hie  was  without  an  evacuation,  I gave  her 
a pill,  containing  two  and  a half  grains  of 
pil.  abet,  e myrrh,  with  the  fame  quantity  of 
extradt  of  colocynth,  ordering  it  to  be  re- 
peated in  the  morning,  if  necelTary. 

Monday,  13  th.  The  foot  was  nearly  of  the 
Jame  temperature  with  the  other.  She  had  had 
two  ftools,  and  felt  much  more  comfortable. 
Still,  however,  fhe  had  an  averlion  to  all  kinds 
of  nourifhment.  Her  pulfe  was  150  and 
160,  at  different  times  of  the  day.  I may 
here  mention,  that  every  fubfequent  day,  fhe 
had  one  or  more  ftools,  without  having  re- 
, courfe  to  opening  medicine ; and  whenever 
fhe  was  more  irritable  or  difturbed  than 
ufual,  fhe  had  a tendency  to  purging.  In 
the  evening  of  this  day,  I inquired  if  fhe  had 
a wifti  for  any  particular  kind  of  nourifh- 
ment ; and,  at  her  fuggeftion,  gave  her  half 
^ I a pint 
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a pint  of  porter,  with  fome  ginger  and  toafl:- 
ed  bread.  This  feemed  to  agree  with  her 
flomach,  as  fhe  flept  the  whole  night,  and 
awoke  much  refrefhed  the  next  morning. 
Her  tongue  was  then  clean ; fhe  took  fome 
tea  and  mufhn  for  breakfaft,  and  broth  and 
bread,  in  moderate  quantities,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  day.  Half  a pint  of  porter  was  allow- 
ed her  at  dinner  and  fupper.  Her  pulfc  this 
day  (Tuefday)  was  95.  The  foot  warmer 
than  the  other.  The  wound  was  drefled  foi* 
the  firft  time  j it  appeared  well  clofed,  and 
difcharged  but  little.  Wednefday,  pulfe 
about  the  fame  number  5 had  flept  during  the 
night,  but  not  fo  foundly  as  on  the  preceding 
one.  The  wound  and  contiguous  parts  were 
tender ; there  was  a confiderable  difcharge, 
which  was  fetid  j the  lower  ligature  came  off 
the  artery.  The  artery,  as  I have  mentioned, 
was  divided  veiy  near  to  the  lower  ligature  j 
and  it  is  probable,  that,  in  the  reftleffnefs  of 
tire  patient  fubfequent  to  the  operation,  the 
motions  of  the  limb  had  drawn  the  artery  - 
from  out  of  the  ligature 

Thurfday, 

» 

* I have  never  made  ufe  of  the  expedient  fuggefted  by 
Mr.  Henry  Cline,  for  fecuring  ligatures  upon  arteries 

VOL.  I.  X ' hnce 
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*■  Thurfday,  The  wound  very  tender,  and 
the  Ikin  had  inflamed  very  much  ; pulfe  84. 

Friday;  The  difeharge  from  the  wound  lefs 
in  quantity,  and  more  puriform  y pulfe  the 
fame  in  number,  but^very  feeble. 

\ Saturday,  The  patient  had  been  feized  in 
the  niiddle  of  tlie  nidit  with  fevere  headach 
and  fliivering,  and  in  the  morning  (he  could 
cat  no  breakfail:.  Her  tongue  was  rather  dry, 
and  fllghtly  covered  with  a brown  fur; 


fince  I never  felt  its  nece/Tity  ; and  becaufe  I have  always 
thought  it  right  to  tie  a large  artery  with  fo  thick  a liga- 
ture, that  it  would  have  been  unfuitable  to  the  praftice 
which  he  has  recommended.  One  advantage  arifing  from 
tying  a large  artery  with  a thick  ligature  is,  that  it  may  be 
drawn  as  tight  as  polTible,  witl^out  a])prenhenfion  of  cutting 
the  veflel,  or  of  its  fpeedily  coming  oiF  from  it.  Should  I, 
in'any  future  inllance,  think  it  right  to  oppofe  any  mecha- 
nical obftacle  to  the  ligature’s  coming  off  the  veflel  which 
it  encircles,  I lliould  do  it  in  the  following  manner.. 
Having  tied  a large  knot  at  one  end  of  a fmall  thread,  I 
would  pafs  it,*  by  means  of  a common  fewing  needle, 
through  the  middle  of  the  artery,  in  front  of  the  ligature 
which  encircles  it ; I would  then  form  a fecond  thick  knot 
on  the  thread,  clofe  upon  tlie  furface  of  the  veflel.  Thefe 
two  knots  would,  I tlrink,  prefent  a confiderable  obftacle 
to  the  flipping  of  the  circular  ligature  from  off  the  end  of 
the  artery. 
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pulfe  95,  and  feeble.  Half  a pint  of  wine 
was  allowed  her  in  fago,  in  addition  to  the 
porter ; and  (he  took  the  infus.  menth,  vitriol, 
of  the  hofpital,  with  fome  tin6lure  of 
gentian. 

Sunday,  She  was  much  better;  tongue 
moift  and  clean,  and  her  appetite  much  im- 
-proved.  She  dilliked  the  bitternefs  of  the 
medicine,  peppermint- water  was  therefore 
fubftituted  for  the  common  mint-water,  and 
the  tinclure  of  gentian  was  omitted ; pulfe 
82 ; Ikin  cool. 

Monday,  In  the  fame  ftate  as  yeflerday ; 
granulations  appeared  in  the  wound  below 
the  ligature,  which  clofed  it  in  the  middle. 
This  part  of  the  wound  is  now  about  an  inch 
in  breadth,  and  a third  more  in  length.  The 
wound  above  the  ligature  about  one  fourth 
of  an  inch  acrofs ; and  the  new  flelli,  by 
which  it  is  united,  of  a tawny  colour,  and 
flabby  texture.  The  furface  of  the  fkin,  to 
a conflderable  extent  from  the  wound,  red 
and  excoriated. 
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T Liefday,  She  had  a return  of  headach,  with 
lofs  of  appetite  ■,  her  pulfc  ^6.  There  flowed 
from  tlie  wound  a confiderable  difeharge,  of 
an  offenfiv^e  fmell,  and  fcemingly  irritating  to 
‘ the  fkin  over  which  it  pafl'ed.  She  com- 
plained of  having  had  a refllefs  night ; and 
obferved  that,  in  general,  Ihe  found  herfelf 
well  or  ill,  as  the  preceding  night  had  pafled 
comfortably  or  otherwife.  Thinking  it  pro- 
bable that  the  irritable  flate  of  the  wound 
might  contribute,  in  a great  meafure,  to  pre- 
vent her  from  fleeping,  I drefled  it  witli  an 
aqueous  folution  of  opium,  and  fmeared  the 
excoriated  fkin  with  lard,  to  prevent  the  acri- 
monious difeharge  from  affefting  it.  All 
appearance  of  granulations  in  ^the  wound 
had  vaniflied.  I ordered  her  fifteen  drops  of 
laudanum  in  her  night  draught  j and,  inftead 
of  the  infus.  menth.  vitriol.  I gave  her  docoB. 
cinchon.  with  sj  of  tiuB.  card.  comp,  every 
four  hours. 

Wednefday,  She  had  a comfortable  night, 
with  much  fleep  j her  pulfc  80.  The  wound 
greatly  amended.  The  difeharge  puriform, 
lefs  fetid,  and  fmaller  in  quantity.  The  new 
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flefli  above  the  ligature  fiorid  3 and  gi*anu- 
lations  appeared  again  on  the  fide^  of  the 
wound,  below  the  ligature.  The  fame  treat- 
ment was  continued. 

Thurfday,  She  had  not  refted  fo  well,  and 
complained  of  headach.  The  wound,  how- 
ever, was  rather  better  than  on  the  preceding 
day.  I cut  out  the  ligature  which  clofed  the 
wound  in  the  middle,  thinking  it  might  tend 
to  keep  up  irritation.  She  attributed  the 
pain  in  her  head  to  the  opium  die  had  taken-, 
to  afcertain  this  point,  I ordered  the  dofe  to 
be  increafed  to  twenty-live  drops. 

Friday,  She  had  dept  well,  and  was  free 
from  headach  ; her  pulfe  under  80.  This 
day,  the  ligature,  from  the  upper  part  of  the 
artery,  came  away  with  the  dreflings.  The 
excoriated  (kin  had  healed ; the  rednefs  was 
inconfiderablc.  The  wound,  in  every  part, 
had  a healing  appearance.  It  fecins  uime- 
cedary  to  detail  particularly  the  iubfequent 
part  of  the  cafe.  She  was  kept  in  bed  to  the 
end  of  the  third  week,  Vvdien  die  was  allowed 
to  fit  up,  that  lier  bed  might  be  made.  I 
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thought  this  caution  requifite,  from  knowing 
that  ligatures  are  detached  from  arteries  be- 
fore the  fides  of  the  veltel  are  united.  I alfo 
confined  her  to  bed  during  the  whole  of  the 
fourth  week ; but  advifed  her  to  move  the 
limb  about  frequently,  The  wound  healed 
like  a healthy  wound ; and  was  nearly  clofed 
in  a month  after  the  operation.  During  the 
third  week,  when  the  wound  no  longer 
proved  a fource  of  irritation,  her  pulfe  did 
not  exceed  75  ftrokes  in  a minute  j it  was 
generally  lower,  and  once  I found  it  to  bQ 
only  68.  At  the  expiration  of  the  month, 
file  got  up  daily,  and  walked  about  the 
ward ; although,  on  her  admiflion  into  the 
hdfpital,  file  was  incapable  of  walking  at  all, 
There  was  not  the  lead:  oedema  of  the  limb, 
Its  circumference,  at  the  calf,  was  but  one 
third  of  an  inch  lefs  than  the  oppofite  fide. 
Having  walked  many  times  the  length  of  the 
ward,  Ihe  became  tired,  and  thought  that  the 
limb  which  had  been  operated  on,  felt  more  fa- 
tigued than  the  other.  The aneurifmal tumour 
remains  at  this  time  of  a confiderable  fize,  It 
is  certainly  more  than  one  third  lefs  than  at 
the  time  of  the  operation.  I have  related 
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the  cafe  thus  particularly,  in  ordef  that  the 
reader  may  judge  of  it  for  himfelf.  To  me 
it  appears,  from  this  and  the  former  cafes, 
that,  in  an  advanced  flate  of  femoral  aneu- 
rifm,  the  artery  may  be  tied  above  Poupait’s 
ligament,  with  as  little  detriment  to  the 
circulation  of  the  limb,  as  in  other  cafes 
of  aneurifm,  where  the  operation  is  at- 
attended  with  very  conflant  fuccefs.  The 
fymptoms  immediately  fubfequent  to  the 
operation,  appear  to  me  to  have  arifen  entire- 
ly from  the  irritable  and  weak  flate  of  the 
patient.  She  had  pain  in  the  head  from  the 
operation ; and  fo  hie  had  afterwards,  when- 
ever her  health  was  diford ered  by  irritation. 
Her  pulfe,  prior  to  her  taking  the  medicine 
which  adled  as  an  emetic,  was  96 ; but  the 
fubfequent  day  it  was  150  or  160.  This 
appears  to  be  the  refult  of  the  flate  of  the 
flomach,  for  that  becoming  tranquil,  the 
pulfe  was  again  reduced  to  95  or  96.  In  a 
conflitution  fo  weak  and  irritable,  a wound 
was  not  likely  to  heal  kindly  j and  all  the 
fubfequent  circumflances  of  the  cafe  are  fatif- 
fadlorily  explained,  as  the  effedls  of  an  irri- 
table wound,  adling  upon  an  irritable  confti- 
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tution.  Upon  the  wound  becoming  healthy, 
at  the  expiration  of  a fortnight,  all  variations 
of  the  conffitution  ceafed.  I cannot,  there- 
fore, but  confider  the  perplexing  circum- 
flances  that  fucceeded  the  operation,  as  the 
effedl  of  the  patient’s  peculiarity  of  conflitu- 
tion,  and  not  as  arifing  from  the  operation 
itfelf,  or  from  the  Ifate  of  the  limb  confe- 
quent  to  fuch  an  operation.  A fimilar  ope- 
ration has  lately  been  performed  by  Mr.  Frere, 
of  Birmingham,  with  fuccefs.  The  patient 
being  healthyj  the  wound  healed  without 
difficulty. 

Mr.  Tomlinfon,  of  Birmingham  alfo,  per- 
formed a fimilar  operation  with  equal  fuc- 
cefs, fo  that  it  feems  proved  that  the  external 
iliac  artery  may  be  tied,  in  the  cafe  of  a femoral 
aneurifm,  v/ith  as  little  detriment  to  the  limb, 
as  occurs  from  tying  the  femoral  artery  in  a 
cafe  of  popliteal  aneurilm.  I lately  faw  tlie 
w'oman  who  was  the  fubjebf  of  the  laft  cafe 
which  1 have  related,  and  there  is  no  dilfin- 
guiffiable  difference  in  the  fize  or  ffrength  of 
the  two  extremities. 

CASE 
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CASE  IV. 

J.  Peterfon,  a Swedifh  failor,  about  forty 
years  of  age,  was  admitted  into  St.  Bar-r 
tholomew’s  hofpital,  on  account  of  an  aneu- 
rifm  of  the  femoral  artery,  juft  below  the 
groin.  He  was  a thin  man,  but  had  ftrong 
mufcles.  He  had  a languid  appearance;  and 
his  pulfe  wds  fmall  and  feeble ; his  appetite, 
according  to  his  report,  moderate,  and  bowels 
regular;  his  tongue,  however,  was  much 
furred.  As  the  upper  and  moft  prominent 
part  of  the  aneurifmal  tumour  was  afcending 
above  Poupart’s  ligament,  fo  as  to  make  it 
probable,  that  if  it  increafed  it  might  over- 
lap the  ligament,  and  render  the  operation 
difficult,  delay  was  inadmiffible,  and  the  ope- 
ration was  performed  on  Saturday,  25th  Fe- 
bruary, 1809.  It  was  accompliftied  as  in 
the  preceding  cafe.  I put  my  finger  behind 
the  peritonaeum,  and  clearly  diftinguifhed  the 
cylindrical  form,  and  firmnefs  of  the  artery ; 
but  I could  not  perceive  its  pulfation.  I 
prefted  on  the  veflel,  and  the  beating  of  the 
aneurifm  ceafed ; I remitted  the  preffiire,  and 
it  was  renewed.  Having  thus  afeertained 
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that  I had  my  finger  upon  the  artery  I tried 
to  feparate  it,  fo  as  get  my  finger  round  it ; 
hut  I could  not  fucceed.  I then  tried  with 
the  point  of  the  aneurifm  needle,  carrying  it 
clofe  to  the  artery  from  without,  towards  the 
cavity  of  the  pelvis ; but  the  vefTel  yielded 
fo  conhderably,  that  I did  not  accomplifh  it. 
I tried  in  a contrary  diredlion,  and  though 
the  artery  receded  from  its  fituation,  as  I 
think,  fully  half  an  inch;  yet  by  perfeve- 
ranee  I accomplifhed  my  purpofe.  I then 
paffed  another  aneurifmal  needle,  thread- 
ed with  a double  ligature,  through  the  track 
that  I had  made,  and  tied  each  ligature 
firmly.  I have  related  thefe  circumftances, 
that  the  reader  may  know  why  the  artery 
was  not  tied  as  it  was  in  the  preceding 
cafe.  I could  not  bring  the  artery  into 

view,  I might  have  done  fo  lower  down 
nearer  to  Poupart’s  ligament ; but  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  producing  any  communica- 
tion between  the  air  and  the  blood  of  the 
aneurifmal  bag,  which  might  occafion  its 
putrefaction,  made  me  tie  the  artery  at  fome 
dillance  above  the  ligament.  The  receffion 
of  the  artery  in  tliis  cafe,  before  the  preffur§ 
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made  by  the  aneurifmal  needle,  was-fo,con- 
fiderable  as  to  excite  my  furprife,. 

The  patient  lay  upon  his  fide  with  hl$ 
thigh  bent  upon  the  pelvis,  and  for  the  firft 
three  days  after  the  operation  without  pain, 
or  any  apparent  difturbance  of  his  conftitu- 
tion.  He  was  fed  with  bread  and  tea,  and 
bread  and  broth,  and  his  bowels  were  regular. 
The  wound  feemed  clofed  by  adhefion,  ex- 
cept at  its  lower  part,  where  the  ligatures 
came  out.  On  the  fourth  night,  he  was 
feized  with  violent  and  diffreffing  pain  in  the 
epigaftric  region,  and  on  the  left  fide  of  his 
cheft ; he  had  not  the  leaft  deep,  and  felt 
very  anxious,  and  difturbed.  His  pulfe  beat 
the  next  day  130  in  a minute;  his  Ikin 
was  hot  and  dry,  his  face  ,fluflied,  and  his 
tongue  covered  with  a dry  brown  cruff. 
Two  grains  of  calomel  were  given  to  him, 
and  effervefeing  faline  draughts  were  taken 
every  four  hours.  The  calomel  produced  a 
purging  ftool  during  the  night,  which  had 
not  a drop  of  bile  in  it.  The  following  day 
his  pulie  exceeded  100  only  by  a few  ftrokes, 
his  Ikin  felt  temperate,  his  tongue  was  moiff, 
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2nd  not  fo  brown  or  incrulled.  His  pain,' 
alfo,  was  much  diminiflied,  though  the  epi- 
gaflric  region  was  ftill  tender.  His  faline 
draughts  were  continued,  and  he  was  directed 
to  take  five  grains  of  the  pilul.  hydrarg.  each 
night.  The  next  day  he  was  ftill  better ; his 
pulfe  90,  his  fkin  moift,  and  his  tongue 
cleaner;  he  took  food  without  difgufir, 
though  not  with  much  appetite.  As  he  had 
no  evacuation  from  his  bowels,  a little  open- 
ing ele6luary  was  given  him,  and  the  faline 
draughts  were  changed  for  the  infus.  menth, 
vitriol,  with  a little  tin6l.  cardam.  He  had 
a fiool  in  the  night,  which  was  of  a light 
ochre  colour ; that  is,  a light  brown,  which 
dilution  would  not  convert  into  a yellow. 
He  continued  the  fame  medicines  till  the 
tenth  day  after  the  operation,  with  an  evi- 
dent amendment  in  his  health  ; though  the 
alvine  difeharges  which  wc  contrived  to  pro- 
cure daily,  were  ftill  of  the  colour  abovei 
deferibed,  though  fomewhat  deeper. 

On  the  tenth  day,  after  obferving  his 
tongue  and  pulfe,  &c.  rhofe  who  faw  him, 
joined  with  me  in  opinion,  that  he  was  in 

better 
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better  health  than  when  he  was  admitted  into 
the  iiorpital. 

During  this  conftitutional  difturbance, 
the  upper  part  of  the  wound  became  open, 
and 'the  difcharge  was  offenfive  and  irrita- 
ting, and  excoriated  the  fkin  over  which  it 
flowed.  I therefore  greazed  it  with  frefh 
lard  at  each  drefling,  to  prevent  as  much  as 
poiTible  the  difcharge  from  adfing  upon  it. 
Some  fwelling  of  the  parts  on  that  fide  of  the 
wound  next  the  ilium  alfo  took  place.  Still 
there  was  nothing  very  materially  wrong,  and 
the  date  of  the  wound  gradually  amended  as 
tlie  patient’s  health  became  tranquil. 

On  the  tenth  day,  the  ligatures  came  away, 
and  then  the  patient  firft  complained  of  a 
pain  on  the  infide  of  his  thigh,  jull  above  his 
knee. 

On  the  iith  day  he  repeated  his  com- 
plaints, and  faid  that  the  pain  difturbed  him, 
and  prevented  his  fleeping  during  the  night. 
I knew  not  to  what  to  attribute  it;  I 
thought  it  might  indicate  forae  irritation  of 

the 
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tlie  anterior  crural  nerve ; however  as  the! 
patient  remained  pretty  well,  I gave  no  di* 
regions  refpe6ling  it. 

» 

On  the  1 2th  day,  when  I vifited  the  pa- 
tient, I was  fliocked  at  his  appearanAi.  His 
countenance  exprelTed  great  anxiety  and  de- 
Ipondency  ; and  his  pulfe  was  more  than  120. 
His  tongue  was  covered  with  a brown  fur. 
He  had  miffed  his  regular  evacuation  from 
the  bowels.  Being  clear  that  the  calomel 
had  been  of  effential  fervice  before,  I gave 
him  two  grains  of  tliat  medicine,  and  ordered 
again  the  effervefeing  draughts. 

On  the  13th  day,  he  was  no  better;  but 
more  languid.  The  calomel  had  produced 
two  copious  loofe  ftools,  fcarcely  tinted  with 
an  ochre  colour.  I requefted  Dr.  Roberts 
to  fee  him,  who  diredted  him  to  take  a 
grain  of  opium  at  night ; ordered  him  fago 
and  wine  for  food  ; and  the  infufion  of  car- 
carilla  with  tin6l.  of  collimbo. 

Fourteenth  day,  he  neither  feemed  better 
nor  worfe ; he  had  flept  four  hours  in  the 
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night.  A flight  blufli  of  the  Ikin  appeared 
on  the  infide  of  the  thigh,  fuch  as  indicates  . 
inflammation  of  the  abforbing  veflels.  Fo- 
mentations and  poultice  were  diredled  to  this 
part.  Dr.  R.  alfo  ordered  half  a grain  of 
calomel,  with  five  of  cicuta,  to  be  taken  night 

and  morning. 

, * 

Fifteenth  day.  He  was  confldcrably  better, 
though  his  leg  continued  painful ; the  pain 
however  was  diminiflied.  He  was  diredfed 
to  continue  the  fame  medicines  j and  to  infure 
a good  night,  -if  one  grain  of  opium  failed  to 
give  him  reft,  he  was  allowed  to  take  ano- 
ther after  four  hours. 

Sixteenth  day.  Not  quite  fo  well.  He  had 
had  no  evacuation  for  the  laft  twenty-four 
hours.  He  took  a little  opening  elecluaiy. ' 

Seventeenth  day.  He  had  a ftool  during 
the  night,  and  was  better.  His  thigh  was 
oedematous  but  not  painful.  The  pain  was 
defcending  towards  his  ancle.  Dr.  Roberts 
wifhed  him  to  take  the  blue  pill  in  preference 
to  the  calomel.  Five  grains  were  therefore 
given  each  night. 

Eigh- 
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Eighteenth  day,  He  was  better,  and  con-* 
tinned  gradually  to  improve  till  the  twenty- 
fourth  day,  when  he  declared  he  felt  quite 
well,  and  had  had  fix  hours  comfortable  deep. 
The  colour  of  the  {fools  had  been  gradually 
improving,  and  on  that  day,  when  fuch  a 
marked  amendment  took  place,  the  {fool 
might  be  faid  to  be  nearly  properly  tindf ured 
with  bile,  and  of  a proper  confilfence. 

During  this  time  an  abfcefs  had  formed  oil 
the  infide  of  the  thigh,  a little  above  the  knee, 
where  the  abforbcnts  of  the  limb  began  to  in- 
flame, and  the  matter  had  been  difc barged 
by  a puncfure  made  with  a lancet.  Swelling 
in  the  ham  likewife  took  place,  and  was  ap- 
parently caufed  by  the  irritation  of  the  ab- 
forbents  in  that  part,  but  no  matter  foi'metl 
in  it,  and  the  leg  alfo  became  cedematous. 
The  wound  made  by  the  operation  had  heal- 
ed firmly  and  all  tumefadfion  about  it  had 
fubfided.  As  the  patient’s  bowels  adfed  re- 
gularly, no  medicines  were  now  given  him.  . 

t 

After  about  a week  'had  elapfed,  he  was 
•feized  as  before  with  pain  in  the  epigaftric 
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region,  rheumatifm  in  the  right  fhoulder, 
and  inability  to  move  the  right  arm.  His 
countenance  again  expreffed  defpondency  and 
difhirbance  j his  pulfe  was  frequent  and  his 
ikin  hot  j the  abfcefs  alfo  was  painful  and  dif- 
charged  copioufly,  and  became  diftended  with 
matter,  fo  that  it  feemed  neceffary  to  enlarge 
the  aperture,  which  had  nearly  healed.  His 
tongue  was  much  furred,  and  his  ftools  had 
no  bile  in  them. 

He  again  took  calomel  at  firft,  and  after- 
wards the  pilul : hydrarg ; and  the  fecretion  of 
bile  was  gradually  renewed  and  increafed,  as 
in  the  preceding  inftances,  which  produced  a 
proportionate  amendment  in  his  general 
health.  His  limb  alfo  was  fo  much  improved 
as  to  enable  him  to  walk  about  the  ward, 
and  to  go  out  occafionally  into  the  air. 

Believing  that  living  in  a better  air  would 
greatly  contribute  to  the  reftoration  of  his 
health,  he  was  foon  afterwards  difeharged 
from  the  hofpital  j looking  as  well  as  he  did 
on  his  admillion,  and  capable  of  walking  with 
but  little  infirmity.  He  was  advifed  to  take 
the  pilul : hydrarg : every  fecond  night,  till  the 
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iecretion  of  bile  was  right,  and  to  take  then^ 
afterwards  whenever  he  perceived  it  to  be 
deficient  or  faulty.  He  was  alfo  enjoined  to 
keep  his  bowels  regular  in  other  refpefls. 

The  cafes  which  I have  related  and  refer- 
red to  fhew  that  the  current  of  blood  through 
the  external  iliac  artery  may  be  ftopped, 
•without  occafioning  any  material,  or  even 
evident  diminution  of  the  powers  of  the 
limb.  It  alfo  appears  to  me  that  this  oper- 
ation does  not  difturb  the  conftitution,  in  a 
greater  degree,  than  a fimilar  one  performed 
upon  arteries  of  lefs  magnitude.  It  is  true, 
that  confiderable  diforder  of  the  conllitution 
took  place  in  the  cafes  which  I have  related, 
but  it  feemed  to  have  arifen  from  the  pecu- 
liarities of  the  (late  of  health  of  the  patients, 
and  not  as  a neceflary  confequence  of  the 
operation.  In  the  laft  cafe,  every  thing  went 
on  favourably  till  a diforder  of  the  digeftive 
organs  occurred.  To  fuch  "diforder,  it  can- 
not be  doubted  that  there  was  a flrong  pre- 
difpofition  j and  of  which,  the  operation  by 
its  eflfedts  on  the  mind  as  well  as  the  body, 
confinement  in  an  hofpital,  and  great  altera- 
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tion  of  diet  may  be  confidered  as  the  exciting 
caufes.  I think  it  probable  that  the  ftate  of 
the  conftitution  might  have  greatly  contri- 
buted to  produce  the  general  irritation  of  the 
abforbents  of  the  limb,  which  was  firlt  ob- 
ferved  on  the  day  when  the  ligatures  came 
away.  I cannot  doubt  but  that  the  inflam- 
mation of  thefe  velTels  did,  as  indeed  it  gene- 
rally does,  greatly  difturb  the  conftitution  and 
.aggravate  its  difordered  ftate.  Thefe  con- 
jectures appear  to  me  to  be  verifid  by  the 
lafl:  occurrence  which  I have  related.  When 
the  wound  was  healed,  and  the  limb  fo  well 
as  that  it  probably  could  impart  no  irrita- 
tion to  the  general  fyftem,  from  leaving  oft'  the 
mercurial  medicine,  diforder  of  the  digeftive 
organs  recurred  and  produced  the  eft'eCts 
which  I have  defcribed, 

That  the  femoral  aneurifm,  when  it 
occurs  near  to  the  groin,  may,  like  other 
aneurifms,  fometimes  be  cured  by  the  pro- 
cefles  of  nature,  is  proved  by  experience ; 
yet  this  is  not  likely  to  be  the  common 
event  of  fuch  cafes.  I kne'w  two  inr 

ftances  of  patients  dying  of  hjemorrhage 
. from 
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from  fuch  aneurifms.  The  fufferings  both 
of  body  and  mind,  in  thefe  cafes,  were 
ihocking.  The  patients  were  unable  to  move, 
and  the  diflenfion  of  the  integuments,  and 
preiTure  on  the  nerves  occalioned  great  pain 
and  irritation.  The  patients  alfo  lay  apprehen- 
live  and  uncertain  of  the  hour  when  their  fuf- 
/erings  might  be  terminated  by  a fearful  and 
fatal  hcemorrhage.  I think  myfelf  therefore 
fortunate  that  I was  firft,  as  it  were,  com- 
pelled to  pei'form  an  operation,  which  I truif, 
may  be  found  to  diminilh  the  fufferings,  and 
preferve  the  lives  of  thofe  afhlfled  with  this 
difeafc. 


Sfralian  andPrcflon, 
Primcrs-Ssrcct,  London. 
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